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PREFACE. 



OiOERO told his friend Atticus that he had always ready prepared a 
collection of prefaces^ to he used as occasion might require. In his 
case the only judgment necessary was the nice dovetailing of the 
preface to the hook. 

The preface to a hook is of more importance than at first appears. 
If it is too well-seasonedy why then the hody of the work might read 
tame and insipid; if, on the contrary, the style of tiie introduction 
is dull and uninteresting, then the reader would feel inclined to throw 
away the yolume, without a glance at its contents. Both of these 
evil? are to he avoided. 

Just now hiographies and autohiographies are jostling each other 
pretty recklessly, and therefore one more may he de trop ; but then it 
should he remembered, that the biography of one school-boy is, in 
its essentials at least, the history of all. To depict the everyday life of 
boys at school is my object — "how we work," and "how we play," in 
all the various gradations of schools, f^om the classical down to the 
well-remembered one of ihe schoohnistoets; tiie latter so beautifully 
described by Shenstone in his poem of that name — 

r 

'' In every village marked with little spire, 

Embowered in trees, and hardly known to fame, 
There dwells in lowly shed and mean attire, 
A matron old, whom we schoolmistress name." 

Further, I have ventured to drop a hint here and there, for the 
purpose of directing attention to what might prove advantageous in 
the education of boys. 

Many of our public schools and colleges are noble foundaticms; 
still it behoves those who are intrusted with their management to 
consider whether they have introduced from time to time salutary 
reforms consistent with the march of improvement. We are all of us 
too apt to jog on in the beaten track of our forefathers, rather than 
study to hew out for ourselves more eligible and expansive paths. 
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EOYS AND THEIR RULERS 



CHAPTER I. 

How difficult it is to interest a reader ! To engage tlie atten- 
tion of youth^ and at the same time to instil instruction^ has 
puzzled cleverer heads than mine. My task is comparatively 
an easy one, as I propose merely to pursue the phantoms of 
memory, occasionally grasping at circumstances either on the 
right or left, to assist me in my onward course. If the narra- 
tive should please, I am satisfied ; if it does more, I am honoured 
by any benefit that may be derived from it. Without fatiguing 
my readers with any detail respecting the ancestry of our hoilse, 
as. to whether my forefathers descended in one unbroken line 
from William the Conqueror, or from the King of Connaught, 
I simply state the fact, that I was born in the country. Being 
the youngest of a large family, of course I was well looked 
after by my brothers and sisters ; at any rate they told me so, 
when I was old enough to understand them. Being the youngest 
in a family has some advantages^ but also many disadvantages ; 
and it is a difficult question to solve, on which side the balance 
hangs. Where there is property to divide — which was not our 
case, — it is a serious matter to be so many steps down the family 
ladder. Then, again, being a junior, you have so many propsi 
to lean against, that it is a long time before you learn to go 
alone. The youngest child always retains the name of baby the 
longest. They say my sister cried excessively when I was too old 
and too heavy to be nursed. As in early life, the last child has 

B 



6 BOTS AND THEIR RULERS. 

the most fondness heaped upon it, so when it arrives at 
maturity, being less able to bear the buffets of the world, it is 
frequently the most neglected. The term "he is only the 
youngest son " has passed into a proverb, with anything but an 
eulogistic aignificaitioD.' 

The first circumstance in my life of which I have any very 
distinct recollection occurred at the age of four years. London 
is a place about which children early hear strange reports. One 
morning, in the height of summer, having been dressed for a 
ramble in the fields, at the back of our house, a desire seized 
noe that I should like to witness the wonderful city with its 
gdden pavenoent. Accordingly I stole away unperceived, 
taking with me my liUiputian horse and cart, and pursuing the 
road along which I had se^i the stage-coaches pass on their 
way to London. Having trudged ^ong about two miles, I 
became tired, and as a merciful man is no^ciful to his beast, 
I thought my horse was also fatigued; so leaving the road, 
having just crossed over the bridge, I descended to the water 
side to give the animal a refreshing draught. Children 
do not philosophise, neither do they calculate; perhc^s it .is 
lucky for them that they do not. Presently the water in which 
my toy horse and cart had been immersed, began to exercise its 
influence on the glue, and thus the fabrior tumbled to pieces. 
The rippling waves were carrying away the fragments, to my 
great consternation, and all my energies were called into action 
to stop the work of destruction. Suddenly a well-known voice 
is heard, and Mary Ambrose, the farmer's daughter, in great 
fright snatches me from what she asserted to be a most 
dangerous situation. To her hasty interrogation I simply 
replied that I was going to London. When we reached my 
i^ther's house, I was scolded and caressed at one and the same 
time. It seemed to me then that too much importance had 
been attached to this act of truancy. It is now many years 
^nco I hnve srcm nirr of the members of the Ambrose family, 



but fio loi^ as we w^re-ai^qiittiited, this IMh ciroamstance was 
always mentioBied at each deligpbt&l yisit to tfa^ f^mf»hotis%, 
whera for the tune.bei»g I was. always happy. 

"Kow from the town, 
Bailed in smoke and noisome damps, 
Oft let me /wandei o'er the dewy fields. 
Where freshness breathes, and dash the trembling drops 
From the bent bush, as tL/ough the verdant maze 
Of sweet-bder hedges I panne my walk." 

Mrs. Mawdry, or, as she was called by the children, Mother 
Mawdry, was a good old soul, and must have been of an 
excellent disposition to preserve anything like equanimity of 
temper under the very trying circumstances of keeping a day- 
school for little boys and girls. Her house, to chronicle truly, 
V^as not a very nice little cottage with ivy and roses entwining 
about the lattice windows 5 but, on tha contrary^ wore an 
exceedingly dreary aspect. It was situated in an alley 
leadupg" from the High Street of our little country town. Our 
€chool-room was dark and uncomfortable, and it was wonderful 
iiow the old lady, even with the assistance of her spectacles, 
managed to read over the lessons. Perhaps she did not read 
them over at all, but knew them by heart. The old lady was 
tended by her niece, who was a great favourite with everybody ; 
such a kind, sprightly, Httle girl. If ever the old lady wai 
^^8»ry, the niece interposed to prevent the effects of her wrath; 
and when any of us deserved punishment, her pleadings in our 
behalf were mostly successful. Learning our letters and pulling 
to pieces the spelling-books, occupied the school hours. The so- 
called indestructible spelling-books had not then been invented, 
and even if they had been, I much question if we should not 
have succeeded in neutralising their effects. When a child first 
attends school, he most certainly requires the stimulus of a new 
book, and not one that has been dog's-eared and torn. How 
far siq)erior are the elementary books of these days, — ^illustrated 
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8 BOYS AND THEIR RULERS. 

as most of them are^ with beautiful wood-engravings^ descriptive 
of historical facts. Then^ again^ how nicely embellished are the 
exteriors, — really quite attractive. It is undoubtedly a wise pro* 
ceeding to make everything in connection with school-books as 
interesting as possible. 

One Wednesday afternoon, being in the midst of my play- 
things, and whilst busily engaged in adjusting a piece of tinsel 
on the coat of Rob Roy, or some other theatrical " character,'' 
my name was shouted out by the servant. After undergoing 
a rather hasty putting in order, I was ushered into the parlour^^ 
and introduced to my future governess. For some days pre- 
viously I had overheard sufficient scraps of conversation to 
make me aware that some new arrangements were to be madei 
affecting my comfort or discomfort. 

The Misses Green were two spinsters of a certain age, who 
kept a preparatory boarding-school for young gentlemen. I 
wonder why it should be necessary tosay on brass plates, " young 
ladies ^ and "young gentlemen :" it would be much more oorrect 
to write, girls and boys. It wds Miss Green who sat in the 
parlour awaiting my approach. She was tall, very upright, 
and smiled most blandly when I first entered the room. Her 
voice, however, was not agreeable ; indeed it might have been 
called very harsh and unmusical. Although she plentifully 
bestrewed her conversation with endearing epithets, doubts 
would arise in my mind, that, perhaps, during school hours the 
assumed mildness of her expressions was often exchanged for 
more natural and less pleasant phraseology. All the necessary 
preliminaries having been arranged, it was agreed that after the 
Christmas recess I should be placed under the care of the Misses 
Green. Considering that the school was not many hundred 
yards from my father's house, I did not very much grieve at 
the prospect before me. Moreover, I did not fancy that much 
severity could be practised by a governess; all this was asso- 
ciated in my mind with the name of schoolmaster. I had 
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OIlOdTS AND GOBLINS^ 9 

good reason^ notwithstanding^ to alter my opinion. A fe^^ 
4ay8 before the time appcunted for my reception at the prepara- 
tory school^ my father went to London^ and promised to bring 
home some toys for ns. On these occasions the junior branches 
of our family were permitted to sit lip rather later than usual to 
welcome our parent's return. The night was cold and foggj, 
and the wind very boisterous; everything out of doors was 
miserable in the extreme. In our little back parlour the fire was 
burning cheerfully, and a merry group of us were sitting around 
the hearth, listening to each footstep as it approached the door, 
passed it, and then gradually died away in the distance.^ At 
ength he came, and such a volley of inquiries beset him! 
Seeing a large parcel under his arm, I watched it with great 
anxiety. Its contents were a hobby-horse, a whip, and two dolls. 
These were quickly apportioned to one or other of us ; and what 
a contented family circle was thus easily made ! The suppers- 
table had been cleared, the clock had just struck ten, and 
we were all seated around the blazing embers, when, to our 
great consternation, strange sounds in the chinmey were heard. 
My parents were evidently much alarmed, although they 
attempted to appear very calm and resigned. Amidst all this 
bewilderment, everybody suggested that something must be 
immediately done, but nobody was willing to undertake anything 
to cle^ up the mystery. 

Our house adjoined the Town Hall, and as at that time 
there was not sufficient accommodation for all the prisooens 
at the borough gaol, soipe were confined in cells within thin 
building. My father, without hinting to us his ideas upon the 
43ubject of the disturbance in the chimney, quietly withdrew, and 
left his family in terrible suspense. During his absence, which 
aj^ared fearfully long, we were all huddled together, very 
much increasing our fears by recounting all the strange stories 
of ghosts and hobgoblins. Presently the scraping noises in 
jthe chimney were discontinued, but another dureful clatter began> 
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ibr the latch of the yard-door was kept in perpetaal motioa. 
At this juncture of affiurs there was screaming, but some of rm 
had sufficient courage to face the enem j, who leisurelj walked 
in, no less a creature than my fayourite black eat. This animal^ 
with much sagacity for one of the feline race, was in the habit of 
jumping up and placing her paw on the latch until it was raised, 
the door opening inwards of its own weight. In our fright, 
this fisat of the cat's had been quite orerlooked. Jxat as we 
had contriTed to concoct a ghastly smile, we were again thrown 
into a state of exceeding nervousness by a knocking at the 
front door. Three of us crawled to the door, opened it, and in 
walked my father laughing. He quiddy explained the matter, 
and we were all much amused with his relation. An old 
woman had been trying to make her eseape from prison, and 
was working a way through the brick- work with a piece of 
iron-bar. When the officers entered her room, she had covered 
over with some straw the hde in the wall. Had the old 
lady succeeded in her attempt to get free, she would have 
tumbled down our chinmey, which was erected against the prison 
wall. 

''Walk in and take a seat. Miss Green will be here 
presently,'* said the servant I did so, and hastily adjusted my 
turn-down collar, stealing a look at the mirror. I need not, 
however, have been in such a flurry, for I was lefb in nervous 
«uspense for at least half an hour. The room was cold and 
UBComfortable, although there were unmistakeable attempts to 
make it appear otherwise. I will not describe the articles of 
furniture ; every school-boy knows what they are. Here a 
piano, there a book-case, perhaps a pair of globes on one side, and 
an old-fashioned what-not on the other. This latter was over- 
laden with music and papers. The fire-place was very elean and 
diining, but no friendly fire invited you towards it. Benumbed 
with cold, and trying very hard to amuse myself with a selection 
of. poems that was open before me, I began to bemoan my fate* 
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Here I wub dt»rted iram my rer^rie 1^ the «Qtinuioe of tw9 
ladies* 

Turning round; I recognised one as Miss GrecO; and the 
other J wfts kifonoed was Miss Sdiaa OreeQ; «o mm it was 
dear that xsvj iaiure nikrs were before me. The eozirersatioa, 
hriei atit was^Modiided jte at onee tiiat I had heard tiie same 
souiid belbee, aUhaugh tke expressions in our parioiir did not 
quite oehieide witibi tfiss Green's mode of parlanee at home. 

In th» school were educated and boarded twentj-^ht litde 
urchins, titeir ages aiwiagmg ^om ^ve to nine. Besides the 
Miss G<reens7 we had as assstant to mxdk of«r our studm ; 
her naoae was Miss Boberts. Poor thing, ndaat a wretched life 
she led, nxtd all, perhaps, for ten pounds a year« It was her 
doty to 1;eaofa, dress, and to take eare of die pupiie, generally. 
She was always employed, either in darmag stockings, ruhiig 
the copy-bodkis, correctiiig exercises, or pkying the |»ano-fbrte 
for the amusemeBt of Miss Green*e frie&ds. How often bare 
I regretted the little annoyances which this patient teacher 
experienced fron^ our tfaon^itlescness. Eariy one morning 
my ears w^*e gladdened- with ike yoice of Miss Boberts's 
brother. He had long been expected to return fi'om sea, and his 
arrival was the harbinger of good news to his sister, for her 
release' from Ae domtaion of Miss Green was quickly arranged. 
She left} Ae establishment of Miss Green to take charge of the 
house of her brother, who purchased a small estate in an 
adjoining county. 

At kngtii it was ooosidfired jutKcnoos i;o transfin* me to % 
higher school. I was to pass from the hands of tiie Misses 
Green to Mr. S^tmt^. 

In the country, education is sadly mismanaged, for it fre- 
quez^ly bafyens that the schoolmaster is qualified for anything 
but teaching youth ; and, moreover, the parents of the children 
do not exercise that circumspection ^hich is necessary in so 
important a matter. Besides this, it may be, that no good 
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schools have been established in the neighbourhood, and the 
parents may not be able to afford to send their children away 
from home. 

There is even now, with all the increased advantages of 
education, a culpable neglect on the part of parents to select 
appropriate teachers for their children. In some cases, circum- 
stances which are detrimental to the interests of a child's educa- 
tion exercise an undue influence. Mr. Smith was indebted to 
my father a large sum of money ; and as there <lid not appear 
much prospect of the amount ever being paid, it was thought 
advisable to run out the obligation in my education. With tlie 
view of overcoming a difficulty, I fell under the care and guid- 
ance of my first schoolmaster. Mr. Smith was an easy, good- 
tempered, and somewhat clever pedagogue. His taste was most 
decidedly bucolic, and he was rarely to be seen in the town, 
excepting during the hours when he ought to have been attend- 
ing to his scholars. At this school we did pretty much as we 
pleased, and studied exactly what suited our inclinations. 
"When our tutor did take an interest in anything, it was the 
breaking-up business that aroused his dormant energies. His 
delight was to see the boys busily employed in making wooden 
swords, and pasteboard helmets and bucklers, When^ the 
holidays drew near he was very punctual in his attendance at 
our theatrical rehearsals. On the breaking-up day, each boy's 
friends received an invitation to attend in the. sohool-room, 
which was fitted up for the occasion. Between the acts, cake and 
wine were handed round to the admiring and delighted guests; 
many of whom, no doubt, were quite satisfied with the profi- 
ciency of their boys, because they could, stamp and ^^tear a 
passion to tatters."* 

Under such authority, I made little or no progress, beyond 

* A cnrious circurostance, in reference to the private theatricals at 
!Reading under Dr. Valpy, was, that the servants and common people 
always preferred the « Medea " of Euripides in Greek to the English play 
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learning '^ My name is Norval," Ac, and how to cook sausages 
on a slate. This latter accomplishment was the favourite amuse- 
ment of Mr. Smith in cold weather ; the sausages being fried on 
a slate placed on the top of the stove. 

My friends were very naturally dissatisfied with Mr, Smith's 
plan of education: fortunately for me^ they decided upon a 
change. My brother^ in order to finish off his studies with 
^latj had been sent to the principal academy in the town^ and 
in this school I was destined to commence another course of 
tuition^ strangely differing from the plan pursued by Mr. Smith. 
The house of my new schoolmaster occupied a very commanding 
situation in the principal street in the. town. In large letters 
over the gateway might have been seen " Classical and Com- 
mercial Academy," and on the door, " Mr. Marsh." There were 
forty boarders, and a similar number of day-scholars. We had 
a resident English and also a French master. Mr. Marsh was a 
tall, thin, and excessively nervous man ; possessed of excellent 
natural abilities, and good classical acquirements. In addition 
to these, he was also a beautiful penman, and a proficient in 
arithmetic. It is seldom that so many and so varied advantages 
are found in one individual. . The domestic arrangements of his 
house were as clevierly managed as those of the school-room. 
Mrs. Marsh was exactly, the person one would select as the 
wife of a schoolmaster. With a commanding figure, active 9nd 
intelhgent, she won the respect of all the scholars. Nor was she 
wanting in kindness, for if any poor little fellow was ill, Mrs. 
Mardi wa$ a most attentive nurse. Character is displayed in a 
thousand little actions, and is often jnost conspicuous when 
least intended. 

In this school was collected together a motley group of boys, 
from allcotmtries. We had East and West Indians, Scotch, 
Irish, and Welsh; a boy from St. Domingo, and one from 
HoUand. It was ratber difficult sometimes to m^iage so many 
jBtrange tempers. Then, again, a tremendous feud existed 
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between the boarders and the day^scdidaKS^ xnmt dP wbom were 
town boys. The youth from St. Domingo was a great favourite 
in thQ school^ and his sidll in neehanism wuA retnarkablis. 
Amongst other ingenious machines whieh he eut out of (k^ 
wood, he manufiictured a perfect model of n oom^ioated well^ 
with cog-wheels, and every part of it ci^ble of 'woiking in tiie 
most eonqdete order. Windmills and other xnodels of the kind 
he made witii the greatest ease ; not as boys usually do these 
tilings, but in 1^ neatest and most correct manner. If he is 
alire now, I d^mld imagine that be must have become exk 
Bxp&et engmeer. 

Our English usher wusa tall and most uncomfortable loddng 
man, of some forty-five years of age. He said litf^e, appeared 
very limid, and was neither liked nor disliked by the boys. 
Whmi he entered into any amusement, which was not often, it 
was puerile in the extreme. AAier having devdted the vrhcie 
morning to the upper classes in Latin reading, and taking 
the utmost pains to engage the htyys* attention, he would spend 
the greater part of ike afternoon in slicing with a penknife a 
nutmeg, and munching it with evident relish. In the excite- 
ment of teaching, he was seen to advantage : school over, he 
relapsed into a state of intellectual torj^dity. 

Our French master was nothing like those fanciM sketches 
which novelists are pleased to pourtray. He was neither a 
doubtful Count nor a revolutionary refugee; hut a good-natured, 
sprightly, and handsome Frenchman. He spoke his native lan- 
guage with elegance, and English very fluently. Well skilled 
in music and singing, he was a most agreeable companiooi for 
the boys, and amused us all exceedingly on half-holidays. 

On Wednesday and Saturday afternoons we took long ram- 
bles in the neighbourhood, and on one occasion a stag afforded 
us consideraMe diverwon. We were all naarchmg forth, two by 
two, and had just reached a pond at the upper end of the town, 
when suddenly we heard the huntsman's horn, and in a moment 
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a pack of hoaads ^ame rosluQg on^ MliMradl hf 4Mveral horse- 
men. Tke pursved stag had hjmmB mesina found his way 
into the town^ and he raade-tt oacefbr the irater; jumpt^ the 
paHog whksh fiuRooadsd tiie p<md. What with the harking of 
.dog!S| aad Htm hooting of men aaid hoys^ you might have 
imagined John Gtilpin was taking a second iMe. Very few saw 
liie stasr, for he was here, tii^e, and away in a twinklino'. In 

j»p4-t-.b. p»d, h. »h™M ™ «f *. ridi, „a 

flcampered down ike principal street ^^at a kfliing pace/' as a 
sportsman wodd say. The stream of dogs^ men^ and boys fol- 
lowed at fak heels, and the noUe beast must havo been sadly 
.bewildered^ for he nabed under the market-faoose, and ran into a 
•olotfaier's shop, where be was immediately seenred. They left 
him panting itnd restless until the evenmg, when he was removod 
to the paik fi*om which he had been taken. But to return to 
our school-KKHn, where we ware all deep in discosirfon respect- 
ing the Chery Chaoe which the stag had afforded us. As 43oon 
.as we had fairly tired onrsdTss wilh rels^g all kinds of 
adventurous anecdotes bearing upon the stag-hunt, pens, ink, 
and piq)er were in great demand, to gire distant friends some 
account of tiiis somewhat extraordinaiy circumstn»se. Tom 
Franklin managed to pen a very long letter to his godfather 
on this occasion, in which he exercised his inyentiye faculties 
not a little, so as to please the old gentleman, who was a super- 
annuated huntsman. The long letter fiilly answered the end 
for which it was written, for the next post brought him a 
handsome " tip,^^ 

In this academy I first began to blundtf throng hie, hcec^ 
hocy genitive hujtiSy Sic., and uncommonly dfiBBicult I thought it 
was. True enough, Latin is not an easy language, and very 
few attain to anything like proficiency in it, notwithstanding 
its great utility. If boys at school only knew how the study 
of Latin will assist them in learning modem languages, and, 
indeed, in rightly understanding the grammar of their own, they 
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would not be so careless about their lessons. There is a fault 
somewhere; but it does happen that children at schobl mostly 
commence the study of Latin, or Prench, before they know really 
anything of English grammar. This may, in some measure^ 
arise from the want of fixed principles in the English language ; 
the exceptions, in most instances, out-numbering the rules. 

Our language having been enriched by additions from so 
great a variety of ancient knd modern tongues, has become very 
complicated, but at the same time exceedingly powerful ; thus 
compensating for the difficulty of acquiring it. When our 
numerous possessions are taken into calculation, together with 
the increasing spirit for emigration) it does seem probable that 
English will become the universal language. Our trans- 
atlantic brethren will also help forward this great result. 

Very near to Mr. Marsh's school occurred a circumstance, 
eome few years after I had left it, which would have interested 
us as boys exceedingly. It was quite a Gumming Gordon 
kind of affair ; no less a matter, indeed, than a panther hunt. 
The summer season had been particularly fine, and the autumn 
was sultry in the extreme ; our town, during the day-time, was 
almost deserted, nobody that could possibly avoid it eared to 
promenade on the hot and dusty pavement. As a contrast, the 
streets and contiguous fields were crowded in the evening with 
young and old, all seeking to inhale the refreshing breeze. 

" This eve^iing late, by then the chewing flocks 
Had ta'en their sapper on the savonry herb 
Of knot-grass dew-besprent, and were in fold, 
I sat me down to watch, upon a bank 
With ivy canopied, and interwove 
With flaunting honeysuckle, and began, 
Wrapt in a pleasing fit of melancholy, 
To meditate my rural minstrelsy, 
Till Fancy had her flU; but ere a close 
A dreadful roar was up amidst the woods. 
And fiU'd the air with barbarous dissonance." 

'^ A panther has escaped !" was the general cry. In what neigh- 
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bourhood nobody cared to inquire. Helter-skelter, all hurried 
home, fearful of meeting the wild beast. Amving within the 
town, we awaited with some degree of anxiety the denouement 
of this terrible affair. 

" And ardent warriors wait the rising mom." 

The dreams of the townsfolk that night were doubtless of 
an unpleasant nature. Bolts and bars were watched, and 
fastened with more than ordinary care ; whether the watchmen 
went their usual rounds, nobody has related; most probably 
every man, woman, and child carefully avoided being out of 
doors that dreary night. 

** Anrora now, fair daughter of the dawn, 
Sprinkled with rosy light the dewy lawn." 

How carefully the burghers opened their doors and shutters ! 
-i— the punctual baker was a little behind with his rolls, on the 
morning after the frightful eve. ''What news, what news?" 
each inquires of his neighbour ; and then comes the encom*aging 
intelligence, that the wild beast has been shot. Aja. eye-witness 
gave me the following particulars : — In a village close to the 
town, some farmers' men, returning from work, spread the 
unwelcome tidings, that they had seen an uncommon looking 
animal, as large as a donkey, scampering about the fields and 
woods. At first it was considered these men were trying the 
credulity of their listeners to the greatest pitch, but as they 
proposed to conduct the body of unbelievers to the place where 
they had seen the brute, some thought there might be a little 
truth in their assertions. A few of the stoutest- hearted villagers 
having armed themselves with pitch-forks, and other such-like 
weapons, proceeded to the spot indicated by their guides. 
Sure enough, to the universal dismay of the whole comply, 
there was an animal of considerable magnitude feasting upon a 
cow. Sauve qui pent, was the order of the day ; tired and out 
of breath they reached the village, where the report spread like 
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wild-fire. Mothers screamed at every noise ; the children wero 
scared, without exactly knowing why ; and the once peaceful 
village was iu an uproar. The few bold men that dared to ven- 
ture forth consulted together as to the course which they should, 
pursue the next morning to capture the monster. Luckily, as 
it afterwards proved, an old sportsman acted as the Ulysses on 
the occasion. Passing over the night, which was long and dreary 
to most of the villagers, we narrate the morning's adventure. 
Human nature adjusts itself to anything, however dreadful. 
On the preceding night you could not have mustered ten 
people to face the panther ; now, after the lapse only of a few 
hours, the number of combatants had wonderfully increased. 
A numerous company of men and dogs started' early in the 
morning on the memorable panther-killing expedition ; having 
for their captain a highly respectable vet^an sportsman. 

Arriving near the scene of action, the whole band were 
horrified at seeing the panther leap a hedge with a man in his 
mouth, who was crying loudly for help. Consternation had so 
seized upon the hunting party, that for some minutes those who 
did not run away were rendered immoveable by the fiightful 
sight they had just witnessed. The dogs bai^ked, but were 
careful to keep a most respectful distance from the disturbed 
and savage animaL It would have been exceedingly dangerous 
to have fired into the bush, where the groaning man had been 
dragged by his relentless enemy. What, then, was to be done ? 

Luckily at this juncture, when despair appeared to have 
taken possession of dll present, a boy came running fast with a 
large dog at his heels* The faithful creature was a mongrel of 
the stag-hound breed, very muscular, and as large as a 
Newfoundland. Without requiring much persua^n, the dog 
rushed forward in the direction of the hedge, and was quickly 
engaged in a fi^ce combat with the panther. 

The enraged animal relinquished the wounded man for his 
new prey, and both. dog and panther were striving together in 
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mortal combat^ tlie former being in sad disadvantage. It was 
a sickening sight to see the poor dog being mangled by this 
enormous brute. At this juncture of the affair^ an old sportsman 
determined upon testing* the powers of his rifle^ which he had 
taken the precaution to bring with him in preference to hia 
fowling-piece. Creeping slowly to within a few yards of the 
panther, and taking advantage of the creature's struggle with 
the dog, the old gentleman pulled the trigger, and so sure was 
his aim, that the monster, after taking a sudden spring forward, 
fell down dead. For some minutes the by-standers merely 
looked on, fearing to approach, hui as soon as they had recovered 
from their fright, two objects d^nanded their atten^on. The 
poor man was found to have been very seriously wounded, and 
was as quickly as possible removed to the village, and from 
thence to the infirmary, where he was confined for some months^ 
The fetithful dog had been completely bitten through the 
shoulder, and was otherwise much damaged. Our old sportsman 
who had acted so nobly on the occasion, did not forget to care 
for the unfortunate sufTerer^s wife and children. He headed a 
subscription, and, moreover, went to the expense of having the 
panther stuffed and exhibited at the Town HaU on several 
market days. The admission fee, sixpence each person, added 
^to the amount raisetd by subscription, made a very handsome 
purse for the wounded man. When the stuffed panther was on 
view at the Town HaU, the dog, imable to stand upright from 
the injuries he had received, was placed on a cushion close to his 
late enemy ; and it was interesting to see how carefully the dog 
watched the stuffed beast. Some few years after this circum- 
stance took place I saw the dog limping along by the side of 
his master. Ultimately he died at a good old age, and now, 
thanks to the art of the taxidermist, grins defiance in the 
museum of the old sportsman at his ancient enemy. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The detail of any circumstances which i-ecal to our minds 
the scenes of our school-boy days is more or less gratefiil to our 
feelings in after-life ; and is it not delightful for the imagination 
to revel over all the little events of our early career? If such 
thoughts occasionally intervene^ and divert our attention from 
the *' dreary intercourse of common life," merely for one moment 
obstructiug its ever-flowing stream, do they not well atone for 
being fostered ? In youth we listen to a playmate's history with 
peculiar pleasure, not unmixed with curiosity ; in riper years its 
recital often stimulates a yearning for the return of those days 
when tasks and games absorbed all our energies, and if sometimes 
it was an event of " creeping like snail unwillingly to school," 
still we had a compensating balance for this in an unexpected 
holiday, the bare announcement of which was quite enough to 
make us rush from the school- room in a perfect frenzy of delight. 
What excitement in after-life can equal this ? 

Having been primed with a due supply of Latin at Mr, 
Marsh's academy, it was considered that I was in a fit state to 
enter upon an entirely new style of life. I was destined to wear 
a blue coat and yellow stockings, and to become an. inmate of 
the cloister. Here, then, was sdmething for a country boy to 
speculate upon. I had certainly once seen in our neighbourhood 
one of the capless boys ; but to whom he belonged, or from 
whence he came, I had not the slightest idea : evincing ignorance 
on my part, no doubt, but nevertheless such was the fact. 
I should not be much surprised if many grown-up people would 
have been m a dilemma at any interrogatory respecting the 
strange creature's whereabouts. 

The foundation of Christ's Hospital has been often treated 
upon, but the every-day life of the boys has remained untrodden 
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ground. I presume that parents will be somtewhat interested in 
reading a few particulars of an institution in which a child of 
theirs has been, or may be educated; and boys who are about to 
^enter, will, without doubt, eagerly search for information in all 
aninor details respecting the school. Brother Blues may also 
feel inclined td con over these few simple pages. 

As a boy about to take the girdle, I searched with avidity 
every book that was likely to give me any information of the 
noble school to which I was going. I pored over a kind of 
history of the building, but could gain very little from the pon* 
derous volume of the minutiae for which I sought so eagerly, 
fortunately for me, an old Blue, who happened to reside in the 
neighbourhood, gave me much delight with his, I suspect, 
highly-coloured statements of the fun and frolic which he had 
enjoyed. From the dry and uninteresting "History of the 
School," I certainly gained soma knowledge of its exterior ; but 
€f its interior, if I may be allowed the antithesis, I was indebted 
to the oral description of the Doctor, of whom more anon. 

To a quiet family residing in a country town, it is startling 
intelligence; that one of its members is to leave the parental 
roof; but the effect of such intimation increases in proportion as 
the future life of the absentee is likely to be in contrast with his 
previous undistm'bed course. It was early in the spring of 1825 
that my father somewhat interfered with the usual equanimity of 
«ur family circle, by an important communication, conveyed In 
his own most mysterious style, to the effect that a presentation to 
Christ's Hospital for his youngest son had been offered to him. 
This announcement, as may be easily imagined, was received 
with a perfect hurricane of inquiries respecting the school ; but 
however, few answers were returned. Amidst the confusion one 
voice was silent, one face was more than ordinarily serious. The 
m'other foresaw that she must give up her youngest child ; this 
was indeed a serious trial to an anxious and fond parent. In 
aur family it so happened that none of us had been educated 

c 
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awBj from our native town^ fmd thus the aenteiiess of a mother^s 
feelings were excusable. ^^Home-keeping yontlis bare erer 
liomelj wits/' and I now reflect with pleasure upon ^e day, 
then 80 painful to me, when I first quitted the house of mj 
fttther. We are, most of us^ improved hj wandering in the 
world : the edges of our prejudices become rounded; our imper* 
fections are made visible to us by the superiority of others, and 
our own circumscribed notions expand as we gam acquaintance 
with men and manners. 

<*It is a poor centre of a man's actions, himself.'* 

Mj anxiety was to leant every particular of the new world into 
which I was about to enter. My dreams were of cloisters and 
monks, though I hardly knew much of their history. It was a 
strange jumble, as I then understoodit, of beads, books, and magi^ 
Following up the theme of my future prospects to every one that 

• 

I thought might know something of the Blue Coat School, I 
chanced one day to meet again the Doctor who had been 
educated there. He was very intelligent, and imbued with a 
strong tincture of the vis comiea. You may be sure that I 
took advantage of my new acquaintanceship to worry him 
with all kinds of questions upon the topic which so much 
interested me. He bore my importunities very patently, and 
from time to time gave me some most amusing details, amongst 
others, one of a rat hunt that todc place in the old dining-hall, — a 
building which has long since succumbed to the destroying hand 
of time. He described the rat hunt as having occurred one 
evening after supper, and when only a select few of the boys 
remained in the hall to dear the tables. Of course he was the 
hero on the occasion ; at any rate he was wounded in the affiray. 
My presentation did not mature until nearly two years after 
my father had received it, so that I had abundance of time to 
prepare for my admission to the London school, without having 
to pass through the probation of being sent to Hertfcnrd^ which 
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is customary with yonnger boys^ particularly if they have not 
commenced the study of the Latin kuo^age — which I had doue^ 
thanks to Mr. Marsh. 

According to individual circumstances^ ^^ time gallops apac6> 
or ambles on" — ^with me it seemed absolutely to crawl, and to this 
day I can hardly direst myself oi the notion, that my last year 
of expectation did not contain the hottest summer and the coldest 
winter I ever knew, so long the time appeared. I always associate 
a very hot summer, and a severe winter with the l^gth of time. 

At last the month, the day, speared, and I was fully 
equipped for my journey, not as if I were about to enter some 
classical and conmiercial academy with a box full of clothes, ^^ six 
towels;, a knife and fork, silver spoon," &€., but merely a few 
books, and a supply of handkerchiefs and night-caps; these 
aiticles of dress being all the wardrobe that the parents of a 
Blue are required to provide for him. But now came the fare- 
well, and that sickening drooping of spirits experienced by all on 
leaving home ior the first time, to enter on an unknown and 
future career. How often would we escape these seasons of 
separation 3 but then do they not minister to the joys of meeting ? 
Kisses, tears, and hearty good wishes almost overpowered me. 
My father was of course to accompany me to London. We 
mounted the coach ; then all my courage forsook me, and in a 
flood of tears my long partially subdued feelings found relief. 
In these days a long stage coach is scarcdy, if ever, seen, but 
when the circumstances transpired which we are now recording 
they were in all their glory. There is always something to 
amuse when a coach is about to start, and my attention was 
quickly arrested by the scene of bustle common on such occasionp. 
There was the landlady smiling most graciously, evidently 
pleased, because the coach was full; then running to and fro 
might have been seen the obsequious ostlers, the parting pas- 
sengers, the idle loiterers, and, last of all, the cool and collected 
coachman, who made a circuit of his vehicle, eyeing his clients 

c2 
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with a philosopliic glance — suggestive of tips at the journey's 
end. After this our Jehu, to show his carefulniess, closely 
examines the horses, harness, bits, &c. This inspection i^ 
followed by a few words to the ostler about the grey mare's 
legs; or when the new horse is to have a trial. We start ; the 
streets passed rapidly in review, as I watched with aching heart 
every house — ^nay , if possible, I would have counted the very bricks 
of the last little cottage. As the vehicle crossed abridge within 
a short distance of the town, which, as a child I had considered 
the outer wall of my little world (it was here I lost my horse 
and cart), my grief received a fresh stimulus. With a feeling 
of affection for those dear friends that I had left behind, how 
eagerly I watched the lofty spire of yon old Abbey, beneath 
whose sacred roof I had often wandered silently with childish 
dread, lest I should awaken a ghostly array of monks from the 
many curious nooks and comers. London was at last reached, 
and we quickly wended our way towards Christ's Hospital. 
We entered under the dreary gateway from Newgate Street, 
and as we passed the porter s lodge found ourselves within the 
arched cloisters. My attention was immediately engaged by 
the numerous tombs and tablets ; and had it not have been for 
the sounds of the scholars at play, I should have fancied myself 
in a city of tombs, so near together dwelt the living and the dead. 
The very atmosphere seemed different ; and with wondering eyes 
I gazed upon my father, whose features I could scarce believe the 
same. As various shades of light exhibit the landscape under 
different aspects, so is it when man is seen out of his usual 
course of life. Perhaps I was wrong, but I thought I could 
detect the marks of great emotion on the countenance of my 
father, when he led me hand in hand along those dismal avenues. 
It must be a very trying moment to a right-minded parent 
when he feels that he is relinquishing the trust of his son's 
education to strangers. But we have arrived at the school, and 
must now give some account of its foundation. 



•">^ 



CHRIST S HOSPITAL. UO 



CHAPTER III. 

It is, I believe, pretty generally known that King -Edward 
YI. founded Christ's Hospital. This monarch . in early life 
displayed' much zeal for the spreading of the doctrines ^of the 
Reformation. This, no doubt, in some measure he almost inherited 
irom.his imcle on his mother's side, the Duke of Somerset. 
Perhaps no prince ever gave such early promise of excellence 
and worth. The good Bishop of London (Dr. Ridley) was a 
^ost fit tutor, and well did he advise his young charge. It was 
principally through his instrumentality that Prince Edward was 
induced to carry out those, undertakings which will ever stamp 
his short reign with glory. In the year 1552, one year only 
before his death, was a Royal Charter granted for Christ's 
Hospital, St. Bartholomew's Bridewell, and St. Thomas's 
Hospitals — and the Mayor; Commonalty, and Citizens of Lon- 
don, were incorporated " Governors of the possessions, revenues, 
and goods of the Hospitals of Edward VI. King of England." 

On the 6th of July, 1553, this good young king expired at 
Greenwich, in the sixteenth year of his age and the seventh of 
his reign. 

In speaking of King Edward's illness, all historians seem to 
agree that the symptons were much aggravated, and indeed his 
death hastened, by the injudicious treatment of an ignorant 
woman, to whom the king's life was intrusted after the State 
physicians had been dismissed by the Earl of Northumberland's 
advice. The result proved exactly as might have been antici- 
pated! so far &om any relief arising &om the medicines 
prescribed, the symptoms became much move alarming ; and 
Death, with his all powerful grasp, snatched the young king from 
this mortal scene. 
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Those who are anxious for any further particulars respecting 
the life and last moments of this examplary prince, will find a full 
account of him given in Bishop Burnet's " History of the Refor- 
mation." In the British Museum, as well as in the Library of 
the Trinity College, Cambridge, and indeed in other public 
libraries, are preseorved several of King Edward's MS. letters 
and exercises, written in French, Latin, Greek, and English. 
Bishop Burnet says, ^^Sjn^ Edward was an incomparable 
prince, send counted the wonder of his time. He was not only 
learned in the tongues and other liberal sciences^ but knew well 
the state of his kingdom.'' 

The present building known as Christ's Hospital occupies 
th6 same ground upon which formerly stood the Grey Friars. 
Stow, in his " Survey of London," gives some interesting parti- 
culars of the foundation of the Grey Friars, once such a rich and 
celebrated monastery. It was established in 1224, and for 
three centuries flourished amazmgly. Kings, queens, and 
wealthy citizens were fbnnd among its various bene&ctors. 
Curiously enough the name of Whittington is mentioned as the 

founder of the lilarary in the year of our Lord 1249. Henry 
YIII., in changing monastmes into hospitals and religious 

schools, conferred a great benefit on his people ; but {or the 

purity of this monarch's principles, little or nothing can be said. 

Prom a suppressed monastery we have Christ's Hospital, a royal 

foundation in more respects than one, since it has fed, clothed, 

and edneated many thousands of poor children. If you enter 

Christ's Hospital through the principal gates from Little Britam 

you have the grammar school on the right. This is a modem 

building. The interior forms one vast hall, fitted up with forms 

and desks. The head maet^s have separate ro<nns, called 

studies. The under masters are located in a kind of dwarf 

pulpit, bat as their eyes at least appear above the aides, tiiey can 

of course see whether the boys are diligent or idle. Opposite to 

the grammar school is the residence of the treasurer. Moving 
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forwards towards tiae steward's office^ joa see the writing school, 
a plain briek I»iilding oyer the lamtorj. This, like the grammar 
school, is one vast room, smd will accommodate easily about 
500 bojs. Here is a statue of Bk John Moore, Knt., in a 
niche od. the outside, and an inscriptioa which tells that thd 
buildis^ was begsa aiul finid^ by him Amio Domini 1€94« 
That piort of the foondation upon which these schools stand is 
called the Ditch ; so termed beeanse^ the town ditdb runs uoderr^ 
neath it. I have thus far described this part of the building, 
because I reooUect that it first of all attracted my attention 
when a New-bc^. It is arranged f<M* several boys to be 
admitted on die siune day; and it is amusing to witness the 
group of boys fiod parents collected together in the counting- 
house yard, awaiting ike dispossd of the. necessuy preliminary 
busings. Some parents look very much more aristoCTatio and 
well-to-do thui others, and imkind people say these predominate. 
Even the boys look at each other's jackets to discover the quality 
of the doth. In a few hours all has changed ! All wear a coat 
of one coarse matmal, and if you sedk for distinction it must be 
found in the schools. Apart, and in earnest conversation, I saw 
a widow with her boy, perhaps sm only cMWy — and so it proved, 
for I afterwards made his acquaintance. That poor motiier 
wept bitterly when she left her darling dnld. For years 
afterwards whenev^ she visited her son, she never left him 
without weeping. I do not know irhGte he is now, but if alive, 
I trust that he requites the kindness of such a fond parent. My 
fatha* quickly made friends inth some of the boys' parents, and 
£0 I was emboldened to do the siane with the sons. Sympathy 
in our position, no doubt, very materially helped jfriendship. 

After tJie parents have each given in the register of birth, 
the boys commence their share in the proeeedings. This is 
rather a trying nooment, because you must ptos the first ordeal 
alone — that is to say, witibout the assistance of your parent. 

*^ How, boys, this way to the surgeon's room,'* uttered in a 
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sharp tone, by a little brisk messenger-sort of beadle in uniform, at 
once informs you that process number two is about to take plaqe. 

Drivijig all the boys before him, the .beadle shuts you all in 
a room together, with the admonition that you are to strip for 
examination by the surgeon. This precaution is most neces- 
sary, in order to prevent unhealthy boys from being, admitted. 
Without the exercise of this care the most disastrous conse- 
quences to the scholars might ensue. 

While we are hovering about the counting-house, it may not be 
out of place to say a word or two on the subject of presentation. 
To some of the governors are awarded yearly, and to others 
triennial presentations. A presentation for admittance of a boy 
to Christ's Hospital may be either for a freeman of the city of 
London, or for a non-freeman. If, as it, happened in my case, 
the presentation should be for a freeman, and yet given to a 
non-freeman, he must, in order to make it available, take up 
his freedom, unless by chance he can exchange it for a free 
one. . Being made free of the city is attended with a i'ew 
pounds' expense ; but what is that, compared with the advan- 
tage of an education at Christ's Hospital ? 

A list of the governors can always be obtained, for. a small 
sum, at the counting-ihouse. To this list are affixed stars against 
the names of governors having presentations, for that year. 

After the new boys leave the counting-house, they are con- 
ducted by one of the beadles to the wardrobe : . here their trans- 
formation from mere boys to blue-coat boys takes place. It i» 
a strange sensation which comes over you, when, for the firsS 
time, you encase yourself, in corduroy breeches, yellow, worsted 
stockings, and a toga-like coarse blue cloth coat; then the 
girdle of red leather has to be buckled, and the clerical bands 
to be adjusted. This latter portion of the antique costume is a 
perplexity indeed.* We must not, however, forget the little 
round cloth cap. Of course, you make. an attempt to wear it at 
first, but it soon finds its way to your pocket, where for ever 
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afterwards it mostly remains^ or else quietly in your play-box. 
The long skirts seem awkward, but at play this difficulty is sel 
aside by knapsackin^ the coat-tails with your girdle. 

Much has been said about the dress of a blue, and some have 
even hinted at a change ; but there really does not seem^ to my 
mind; any sufficient reason why the dress should be modernised. 
Few will deny the picturesqueness and antiquity of the dress, 
and, in these days of change, something that recals days 
of yore is rather agreeable than otherwise. Ooe walks for 
hours in the city amidst a stream of human beings, black 
coats, black hats — a tedious monotony, which is occasionally 
very pleasantly relieved by a blue-coat boy and his yellow 
stockings. Not to animadvert on modern costume, I must 
protest against either the elegance or utihty of the common 
hat; and it is to be hoped that, ere long, some more desir- 
able and comfortable substitute will be introduced. 

Beturning to the dress of a blue, I would suggest that the 
present useless cap should be superseded by the collegiate 
trencher. This would, I think, lessen in a great measure tbe 
liability of the boys to that troublesome, cutaneous head disease, 
ringworm. May not the prevalence of this disease arise in part 
from the exposure of the head to every variety of our changing 
climate ? The trencher cap would certainly form a very good 
appendage to the monastic dress of a blue. After having com- 
pleted your metamorphosis, you need not be anxious about your 
former clothes. The beadle looks after them, quietly appro- 
priating the same as his perquisite. My father, however, 
disappointed this functionary. Being a careful man, he made 
inquiries for the clothe, and, with some little trouble, obtained 
them, much to the chagrin of my brother, who was two years 
my elder. It seems that he was obliged to go to school in my 
lef t-off clothes, in order to wear them out. To this day he tells 
the tale of being called his brother's ghost. 

You are now fairly habited in the cloister garb, still 
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following the beadle^ who conducts you to your appointed vard ; 
here you are deUrered over to the care of the mirse; or attendant; 
and your name is entered by the McHiitor on the list, as one of 
the boys belonging to this or that ward* It is the monitor's 
duty to call over the names c»f each boy ei?^ery evening before 
prayers, and he is held re^Mmsible^ by the steward, &r any 
absentee. 

The nurse now appoints you to a vacant bed, whidi you 
retain during your stay in the school. All the beds are 
nu;mbered^ and there are about sixty in each dormitory. At the 
preset time there are eighteen wards or dormitories, which are 
dispersed in varicwis parts of the building. These wards are 
Idxge and well-vei^ilated rooms. The bedsteads are of iron, 
and they are arranged in rows. At the foot of each bedstead 
is an iron box, ycleped a ^etde, in wluch are usually k^t 
blacking brushes, books, and playtiiings. These setl^es form a 
row of seats. Over every ward is iq^inted a nurse, to whom 
is confided ike domestic charge of the boys. Her situation is 
by no mesma a mnecure; nevertheless, she occupoes a position in 
which she may make hersdf much respected. Her proymce is 
to take charge of the boys' clothes and linen, to attend in the 
hall at all the meals, and to keep the boys in proper restraint : 
ia this htter duty 1 is assistJhy «.e ipitToJ^hom there 
are three to each ward. The nmrse is responsiUe for the health 
of her ward, and if, at any time, she observes a boy with any 
sign of sickness, however trivial, it is her duty to accompany 
the invalid to the Infirmary, for examination, by the surgeon, or 
physio^, as the case may be. The nurses are a very respeet- 
sMb class, being mostly selected from the widows of professiomd 
men. They reside in the wards, where apartments are provided 
for them» Beyond the customary duties of the nursed, it is 
imderstood tiiat they undertake the care of the trifling washing, 
for which the governors do not pay: this consists merely of 
pocket-handkerohie& and night-caps. Of course the boys' 



NUBSES AKD WABDS. 31 

friends are expected to paj a small ^annual gratuity &r this 
conyenienoe* The nurses act also as banken-^-tbat is to fS2Lj, 
each boy's par^ts leaves a small sum in their hands lor the 
weekly aHowaoees. 

The dktribation takes places on Saturday afternoons^ which, 
in consequence^ we thought rather a jolly time. The weekly 
allowance generally averages from 3d. to 6d. each boy; mine 
was dd. ; some of the boys, however, had mudi more. Of course 
the cash is very quickly expended in either toys or pastry, 
unless, as it somdames happened, one's wedkly allowance was 
^(^ped to pay for salts of lemons to remove jxSk spote from shirt 
wristbands or baads. Salts of lemons maist be a frightfully 
expensive preparation according to the price charged for it at 
Christ's Ho^ital. Besides a weekly allowance, a blue-eoat boy 
has a great idea of ^^ Ups ;" nor does he much appreciate a visitor 
to see him, imless a silver token of regard is left behind. Some- 
times a countryman struts into the playground with the view of 
seeing some neighbour's boy, with whose name he may only be 
acquainted. Being surrounded by boys all dressed alike, ha is 
naturally a little puzzled. Presently he inquires &r Morgan 
Leoris, or some other name. At <mee a number of vdces shout 
out for Morgan Lewis, and after the v]sit(»r's ears have for some 
time cardully followed each echo, the young gentieman so much 
wanted appears. Of course this assistance to find the boy he is 
desirous of seeing, involves tiie expense of a double tip,— one for 
liis friend's child, aad the other for the finder. K you are 
anxious to find a boy at Ghrisf s Hospital, learn his height, 
general ^pearance, and to what ward he belongs. When I was 
in the school, thes'e were several oases of twins ; and in one 
instance so mudi alike were the two brothers, that mistakes in 
identity ccmtinuaUy oceforred. But to return to the nuzses. We 
,had remarked, tiiat it was their duty to attend in the hall at 



It was really a very interesting sigl^ to watch the nurses 
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enter the dining-hall, mostly surrounded by some of their younger 
charge^ and generally escorted by one or more of the monitors^ 
or leading boys. These latter always help the nurse to carve, 
and serve out the rations. Blue-coat boys highly prize the 
good-will of the nurses^ and between them and the monitors 
it is of course important that a good understanding should 
exist. 

A Monitor and Marker is a very important. personage i^ the 
economy of the ward. The boys chosen to fill this office must 
have gained a certain locus standi in the grammar school^ and 
have . attracted the attention of the steward for their good 
behaviour. This.species of promotion by merit alone exercises 
a very happy effect, inasmuch as it opens a field of advance- 
ment to every boy. According to your attainments in the 
classics when you enter the school, so is your place in the 
ward, as also at the dinner table. In proportion as you make 
progress in your studies, and as new boys are received, so you 
advance step by step to the top of the table ; and when you have 
arrived there, provided your conduct has been uniformly correct, 
the steward appoints you to be a monitor. It rests with the 
head grammar^master to name you as marker, but it rarely 
happens that he offers any objection to the recommendation of 
the steward, although such instances do occasionally take place. 
Immediately you are appointed monitor and marker, and bave 
received " the seals of office," in the shape of a silver medal, which 
you are expected to wear on Sundays, suspended by a blue ribbon 
to the buttonhole, yoiur newly-acquired dignity forbids your 
association with any but your equals. It is considered an act 
of condescension on your part to join in any of the games after 
your instalment. It was with no small amount of pride that I 
left the steward's office after my promotion 5 and the first time 
I paraded up and down the table, whilst the boys were dining,, 
my attention was absorbed in an endeavour to discover whetbei* 
the boys were awed by my dignified bearing, or amused at my 
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embarrassed deportment. As I was very short for my age, no 
doubt my strutting was very considerable. Monitors have a 
very arduous, and sometimes unpleasant office, for you are held 
accoimtable for all the misdemeanours committed in your ward. 
On the other hand, you have many privileges to counterbalance 
what is disagreeable. An extra quantity of rations, a cupboard 
to yourself, and a boy to wait upon you, are no mean comforts 
in the eyes of a school-boy. Moreover, you may sit up until 
ten o'clock, whilst the boys generally retire to bed at six o'clock 
in the winter, and eight o'clock in the summer. All boys hate 
this exceedingly, although I believe it is an excellent arrange- 
ment for their health. 

The monitors' boy, or secretary, enjoys a sinecure ; for his 
office is merely to help himself to a lion's share of what the 
monitors leave : added to this, of course, he may sit up to attend 
to the monitors. This post is generally filled by a leading boy. 
Next to monitors' boy, comes monitors' boy's boy ; who is sup- 
posed to polish the shoes, and the bones as well^ but in reality 
he only looks after the latter; after him follows, in a descending 
scale, the veritable fag, or monitors' boy's boy's boy, who, for 
a cold potato, or some execrable wash in the shape of tea, under- 
takes to keep the crockery clean, scour out the cupboard, and is, 
in fact, a general scrub. His perquisites, if they warrant the 
name, are indeed hardly earned ; but then, of course, he has a 
chance of one day being monitors' boy number one, or perhaps 
even monitor. 

We have now given some account of the wards generally, 
and it may not be here out of place to make mention of the 
infirmary or sick ward. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE H^FIKMART OR SICK WARB. 

The buildhig known as the &ck Ward is situated at the back 
of the dining'hall, but quite detached from it. There is a play- 
ground, with sheds and seats for boys who are sufficiently well 
to take the air. From the upper end of the play-ground is 
a gateway commimicating with the area of Bartholomew's 
Hospital This is very necessary in case of accidents. 

When a boy is sufii^ring &om ill health, it is the duty of 
his nurse to bring him at once to the Infirmary for examination 
by the medical officer, after which his case is registered. 

The arrangement of the Infirmary is most excellent — the 
building being divided into small wards or dormitories, a lava- 
tory, dining-hall^ dispensary, kitchen, and nurses' and servants' 
rooms. 

The medicines are all carefully exhibited, and the sick boy is 
dieted slxictly accordii^ to the physician's instructions. A boy 
may be visited by his friends; but on no account are they 
permitted to interfere with the treatm^t adopted ; and this 
precauticm is very prq)er, otherwise it would frequently lumpen 
thai; all the attention of doctor and nurse would be useless. In 
cases of severe illness, which, however, are extremely rare, the 
patient is removed to a small room near the nurse's apartments, 
where, if necessary, he is most carefully watched day and night. 
It speaks well for the skill of the medical officers and the attention 
of the nurses, that fewer deaths occur at Christ's Hospital than 
in any other public school of the same dimensions. During my 
residence on the foundation only two deaths occurred. I am 
careful in detailing thus much upon the sick ward, because I 
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know anxiond parents are mostly fearful that iimr cliiidrezi may 
not hare every care shown them at school; whiofa in sickness 
becomes so necessary. 

For some little time I was an inmate of the Infirmary^ with 
intermittent fever, and, after a few days^ confinement^ my well- 
beloved playmate joined me. Poor H » was seized with an 

attack of cronp. He was placed in the long ward, and occupied 
the bed next to me. Strange cktmmstance titk, at least I 
thought so then — In health we were chmns, and in sickness 
neighbonrs. Sympathising in each other's ailments, we became 
great jGriends. Poor fellow ! although the infiammatory symp- 
toms of his complaint were speedily subdued, the depletive means 
adopted left his system in such a shattered state that he never 
fairly rallied, in spite of the most careful treatment. Oftentimes 
did I gaze upon his intelligmt features, now so altered. Some-* 
times he would awake me with a start, and inquire whether 
I knew my exercise. His mind was much disturbed at; times. 
The flickering rays of the feeble lamp fell on his sunken fece, 
and shed a ghastly hue around : how different to the healthful 
flush eng^iidered by the mirthful game I In sickness how the 
tiioughts are changed, and how vivid the imagination becomes 
as the strength of the body decreases I To continue near my 
friend made me carel)3ss of returning health. However, the doctor 
pronounced me convalescent, and I returned to my studies. 
Under any other circumstances I. should have rejoiced to rejoin 
my playmates, but the poor side boy engrossed my every 
thought. To every inquiry the answer was, ** Worse and 
worse.** August arrives, and with it the holidays. The nurse 
kindly permitted me to, bid my friend adieu — and a painful 
parting it was for both of us. I had some time previously lent 
him a bodk, which my mter had presented to me. He begged 
for it. Could I refuse the dying boy ? I gave it to him. When 
I arrived in the country, my sister inquired for the memento of 
her affection^ and seemed to think it very careless on my part 
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that I had given it away. On my return to school I almost 

feared to ask the fate of poor H . He had died. The 

nurse told me that my name was frequently on his lips. She 
then presented me with the hook, which the dying hoy com- 
mitted to her care, to be returned to me. 

Not a longtime after the death of my friend it so happened 
that I was at the Infirmary again, but this time under very differ- 
ent circumstances. The governors having determined, if possible, 
to eradicate every trace of the ringworm so common in public 
schools, directed a general surgical examination to take place. 
For this purpose all the boys were assembled in the great hall, 
and underwent the searching eye of the doctor appointed for 
this purpose. • No less a number than 100 boys were condemned, 
not to be decajntated, but to be scalped — id est, shaved. I was 
one of the unfortunates. But the mischief did not stop here. 
It was considered advisable to keep the affected boys apart. For 
this purpose a portion of the Infirmary was fitted up for us. 

The very circumstance of our being isolated from the great 
mass of the boys, and in many instances all our little acquaint- 
ances severed, made us a rather reckless and irregular body. 
We no doubt presumed upon our unfortunate posiiion; and it 
seemed to me that the officers were inclined to deal very leniently 
with us, considering some of our father extravagant proceedings. 
One evening we had made grand preparations for a grub-feast, 
or rather the boys of ward E, about twenty-four in number. 
Each boy was of course compelled to provide something, • and 
wha,t with sweets, lobsters, saveloys, shrimps, Yorkshire pudding, 
apples, bread and cheese, and nectar made of solution of 
liquorice, we had accumulated a tolerable mess of comestibles. 
The feast was to commence at midnight when all was quiet. It 
oould not very . well have been arranged earlier, for fear any 
of the servants should hear us. At ten o'clock the nurse made 
her usual circuit, and no doubt fancied that we were all fast 
asleep. On the contrary, we were never more wide awake. 
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Under my bed, at the very mQuaent of her tiightly parade, were 
couched two or three chefs'^e-cuisine^ preparing the banquet. 
These truants from their own beds had practised a very 
successfol deception upon the old lady, by fitting into their 
several bolsters a nightcap, and then carefully placing them in ^ 
bed* All the nurse was anxious about, was, that each bed 
possessed its occupant.. '^ The witchinjg time of nighf . having .- 
arrived, we left our beds, and surrounded the festive board with 
no common appetites. We cannot say that tha glass passed - 
freely, but the broken mug did, and we were proceeding glori- ; 
ously, when, en et ecce (lo and behold), the latch was gently raised, ^ 
and in peeped a strange face* With a precipitation in due : 
proportion to the urgency of the case, we all scrambled into bed^ . 
and there awaited the denouement of this very unpleasant visit. ^ 
Not many moments had elapsed before the door was again pushed 
open, and in walked a^ band of smugglers, in full battle array. 
They pounced upon the provisions ; not a -moment was to be ; 
lost, we jumped out of our beds, seized each one his bolster, and 
right well belaboured the besiegers. A furious battle for the : 
spoil then began. Fawcett led on our party. We conquered. 
No doubt the adverse party suffered a defeat, from the fact of their 
men being half asleep. Our enemies were the boys of ward F, . 
the door of which was opposite to our apartment. It was found 
out afterwards that an Irish boy in our camp had given the 
enemy due notice of the feast, so as to get up a good fight. 
After this commencement of hostilities, the opposite wards had 
a great deal of border skirmishing; sometimes, indeed, we 
actually ventured to storm the staircase against the upper wards. 
Just at that time Caesar's " De Bello Gallico " and the " Crusa- . 
ders" were attentively studied, in order to find out skilful modes - 
of attack and defence. It is surprising what school-boys will 
endure without suffering any ill effect. Only think of our 
turning out of our warm beds at midnight, without either shoeB ' 
or stockings, scouting and fighting in the open passages, and . 
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that too on a, stone floors In ofteivlife n^ entluisiasm wo«td 
divest 119 of fear for the coBsequenoes {(rr such imprudeHee. 
Amongst our. many fteaks as sick boys — ^what a mioioiner ! we 
yr&^ only outwardly touched in the head% not mentally-— was 
otie of quite a classic desoriptbiii i refbr to the Batoring-Ram 
Flot^ which wffl be fresh in tiie metiiory of any boy of my time 
wlio may happen to read tins account of it. 

It one day sO' changed that repairs vr&te necessary^ and the 
play-ground was qtod^ly overspread with scaffolding poles^ 
ropeS; mortar^ <&c. Now^ as boy^^ having read a little of the 
classics^ it was not very surprising that these bvilding imj^ements 
should suggest to us the fbrmation of ' a battering-ram.* Tbe 
idea pleased u» amazingly^ and a council of war was called 
together. It was unanimously agreed that each boy should take 
the responsibility of capture wil&out impeaching his comrades. 
The modus operandi was quickly arranged, and the time agreed 
upon &r an aittack. -The workm^i went to dinner^at 12 o'clock, 
and immediately afterwards we might safely commence, as we 
thought, but the sequel proved otherwise. Three scaffolding 
poke were quickly dievated, and fastened at the- top ; from the 
apex we slung a fiHirth of larger dimensions. Behold then our 
destructive instarument of war ready for the campaign ! Having 

* It may not be TQanterosting to saj: a word oc two upon the Batterings 
ram of the ancients, or rather to let somie of the- authors who refer to this 
formidable instrument of war, speak for themselves. Pliny says the 
battering-ram was invented at the siege of Troy, although Homer makes 
n» iq^ention of it. Perhaps the earliest notice of this engine occurs in 
Ezekiel, where the prophet speaks of a feigned siege of Jerusalem as a 
si^ for the Jews. Ezekiel lived about 690 years B.C. The second verse 
of the fourth chapter of Ezekiel reads thus:— ^''Aad lay siege against it, 
and build a fort against it, and cast a mount against it; Set the camp also 
against it, and set hattering-rams against it round about." Again, at verse 
22nd of the 21st chapter of the same prophet—" And his right hand was 
the divination £ar Jerusalem, to appoint eaptains, to open the mouth in 
the slaughter^ to lift up the voice with shouting, to appoint battering-rams 
against the gates, to cast a mount, and to build a fort.^ The next men- 
tion of a battering-ram is in the Peloponnesian wa% n. c. 429 (Thucydides 



tun BATOAMKGhRASC 9Bi 

aoccnpliiAed its farntation, the n^xt tiling was to testks pcyirero. 
An object soon presented itself in the shape of a mound of 
<lrj znortar y the boys worked like Trejans^ and it was qnscklj 
destroyed. Elated with gacoess and heated with excitement^ 
we turned the baltering«>ram against a narrow passage to t^ 
Infirmary^ called the Credt: this pathway was built of wood at 
the sidesy and roofed with tiles* Amidst the pkndits of an 
admirii^ groups tiie destnictcve- madiine was w<»ked with 
regularity and to some effsot^ for already the tiles came tumbling 
down. "Isay,yoabop/'utt»edbytbeheadbeadle,niadeharry- 
ficurry the OTder <^ disorder of ^ day* Our chief ciied out^ 
** Stand not upon the order <^ going,*^bat go.'* It was anything 
bat a respectable jwtreat. The dock struck one, dinn^ was 
ready, and we all rushed in to take our seats, trying ta look as 
if we expected nothing more than our noontide meal.. . Presently 
in walked the steward anned with pencil and paper, followed by 
1^ beadle in his robes of office. How fbarfuliy formal it alt 
appeared! The steward did not inquire who were the guilty 
parties; our anxious looks and dusty coats rendei*ed his rictims 
sufficiency pomninent. When he had quietly taken down all 
^ur names, he sug^iested, sareasticaQy, tiiat after dinner he would 
l>e obliged by our f^ipearanee in the hall, leafing us to enjoj 

ii. 76)--" The Peloponne^aas, Bioreorer, brought eaginds, wherewith they 
played upon the city; one of them being placed close to the wall, beat 
down a large portion of the great building, to the dismay of the Plataeans." 
Thucydide« then relates in what mamier the Plataeans constracted an 
instmment to break off the head of the battering-rams. We have given a 
translation of the above, rather than the Greek text, not that we mean to 
infer any inability on the part of the boys, but simply to save them the trouble 
of referring to theii? LezicosB ; and, besides, " diildren of a laiger growth,** 
who of course, in these days, all read Greek, may think it quite as satis* 
factory to see the account in English, although somewhat of the strength 
•of the original may be sacrificed in the transmission of the narrative from 
one language to another. Who does not read Pope's "Homer's Diad" 
in English verse with a great deal of pleasure? Yet there are to be found 
a few who say Homer cannot at all be appreciated through the medium of 
Atranslalion. May Aer© not be some aflRectation in all this? 

D 2 
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our meal with " what appetite we might" under this tmtoward - 
event. The dimier — ^what a mockery ! as if we could eat in tUo . 
face of such a dessert — ^being over, we were ushered into the: 
presence of the steward. Heroes have been known, to sleep-. 
well upon the eve of a great battle* Criminals generally rest^ 
tmdisturbed amidst the noise of preparations for their execution*- 
To whatever reason it may be assigned, sure it is that our com-^ 
placency was upset. The steward made a few vain attempts to* 
discover the ringleaders; failing however, he punished the 
culprits upon the principle of a dog having a bad name and 
l^eing hanged. Those amongst the number who were particu- 
larly black upon the steward's books for old grievances were- 
flogged, and the remainder received a jcaning. In this instance 
the canine proverb utterly failed, for it so chanced that the affair 
was designed by the boys least suspected. Our punishment on. 
this occasion was considerably lightened by the general opinion 
that the affair was most gallantly and ably managed. Nothing of 
course must be said about the hasty and disorderly retreat. 

Some very curious little incidents occurred at the sick ward. 
It was no uncommon thing for boys to make inroads upon the 
contents of the dispensary. Fulvis ant^monialis (James' powder) 
has frequently been swallowed to produce sickness when a Bepeti^ 
tion Morning has been in view. It was no uncommon thing for 
boys to feign a cough in order to secure a draught of cough mix- 
ture, chacun ci son goM. These diversions did not interest me. 
The nurse of the touched-head department, who was a very 
nervous old lady, revelled in the delightful name of Mrs. Honey. 
Her husband's occupation was of a very nondescript character, and 
therefore he never seemed to be in the right place at the proper 
moment. He was evidently one of those unfortunate men who 
are not blessed with the organ of order. It mattered little, 
Whether the boys were dining, playing, taking medicine, or 
going to bed, he was certain to be in hot water ; and as his 
temper was by no means of the mildest kind, some amusement-^ 
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it is too bad to say so — was afforded by its ebullitions. Of 
■course there was some interesting matrimonial squabbling occa- 
sionally, which was not likely to escape the notice of the boys. 
When anything of this kind occurred, we did not mend matters 
by crying out, " Pater et Mater Mel — guid c^giturJ* 

Boys at the Infirmary are not allowed to wear Bands; thus 
-if a bandless boy is seen in tbe customary playground, he is at 
once pounced upon, and trotted off to the Steward's office, there 
to give an account of his extra-mural wanderings. This is a very 
jieceseary procedure, otherwise boys not thoroughly recovered 
from fevers, would spread contagion among the healthy. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE SUMMONS OF THE BELL. 

EvER¥THiNa at Christ's Hospital is strictly jugulated by tiie 
mging of a belL Take the duties of one day, as a specimen of 
all. In the summer time as early as six o'dook in the <n(n*ning' 
this cloister monitor^ the beU, awakens you. Then you jump 
up; all hnny, flurry^ and if you are a little boy^ as new boys are 
sometimes called^ you do not find it an easy thing to dres^ 
quickly when some mischievous wight has sewn up the lining- 
of your coat sleeve. Now there commences a grand cleaning of 
shoes and brushing of clothes. Presently you join in ranks^ and 
proceed to the Lavatory. This building is deserving of some 
mention^ not for any architectural elegance^ for it possesses 
nonC; but for its general convenience for the purposes to which 
it is devoted. 

The Lavatory is situated under the Writing-school. It is a 
long buildings capable of accommodating 104 boys^ besides 
beadles^ nurses^ and servants. On either side are arranged 
towels on rollers, one for every four boys.* Two troughs for 
water extend the entire length of the building. From these 
troughs emerge 104 taps, thus leaving one to each boy. Hot 
or cold water can be laid on according to circumstances. To 
each boy is apportioned a tap ; consequently 104 boys can wash 
at one and the same time. Allowing to each set of 104 boy» 
five minutes, it will easily be imderstood that 1,000 boys can 
wash in less than one hour. Of course fresh towels are supplied 
for each division. 

Having finished the morning ablution, you return to your 
ward and await the seven o'clock bell for school. In the few 
♦ Of late years each boy is supplied with a towel. 
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minutes wLioL^ou have to ^are^ it will be msd of you to con 
over the lines of Ywgil^ or the rules of Syntax. Going to 
school belbre bfeakfftst may be very ,pn^)er, but I o<mfe8s tkat 
I never relished it. Tiiere mm an miooittfbrtable dreanBoss 
about it, especially wheki the monoings w^e oold. Eight 
o*doGk — ^what a glorious hour I-^the elasticity of ime's spirit at 
that moment se^x^ to acknowledge no bounds^ Ouv first rudh 
was to the pastry-cook's. If you did not happen to have aiqr 
money to buy hot cross cakes, you might at least tickle your 
appetite with a sight of those in a more enviaUe sitiMtioa than 
yourself; and, what ismoee to the puipose, you aiigbt possil^y 
ccHne in for a ^are* At a quarter past eight o'clock tbe 
jH^eparation bell for breakfast was rung $ then a gathering of the 
boys wodd take place in the H§11, anxiously awaiting the 
morning meal. Break&st being fin]shed> you have a &?v 
minutes for play. Once . more tbe bell at nine o'clock for 
schod. Three long hours of study before you, and, perhaps, 
quite unprepared with your lesson. However, you fall to and 
study, and by some good pitee of limk, you mani^e to scramble 
through your task. Scrutinising tbe clocks (how long the time 
seems !) at last it strikes twelve, and then the bell tinkle»---this 
time, at least, somewhat agreeably^ At half«>past twelve, and 
whilst you are eigoying a good game at hopping-over, chimes 
anew the preparation bell, for a second ablution. This accom- 
plished, you wend your way to the hall for dinner. Prayers, 
praise, graoe, dinner, and afiber grace, dl follow in becoming order. 
J^ow a few minutes' respite^ you can scarcely si^y play, and then 
the bell again. Two o'clock to ^od. If you spent the momi^ 
at tbe grammar school^ you pass the afternoon in the writing>-^ 
and viee ^er^a* To retrace our steps a little* If it should 
happen that ycnir dioes are not in a: very exemplary condition, 
you must sacrifioe your tempus hidendi at trwelve o'clock for a 
visit to the Gobbler's stall to be newly shed) or in other wordS) to 
beve your shoes exdhaaged* 



^ 44 BOYS AND THEIR HULERS, 

Persons who have for any length of time resided in a small 
country town, or village, must have remarked, for they thrust 
themselves into notice, certain restless spirits who are ever 
fermenting the affairs of the parish, or taking intense interest in 
the return of a popular candidate. Amongst these men you will 
invariahly find Shoemakers. I recollect staying for some time 
in a small market-town which possessed four parish churches, 
and the clerk to each church was a worthy son of Crispin : and 

' sure enough no community was ever composed of more antago- 
nistic elements — church against dissent. Whig opposing Toiy, 
to say nothing of numerous social factions, each cavilling with 
the others for precedence. Mind, we do not say that all this 

' arose from the mere fact of the four churches heing hlessed'with 
as many shoemakers for clerks ; we merely call attention to the 
circumstance as heing lingular, leavmg the why and ^wherefore 
to some more philosophical mind to investigate. Thus much 
preface ahout shoemakers in general, will pave the way to a 
notice of one in particular. Our cobbler at Christ's Hospital was 
a little dark ferocious-looking man^about fifty years of age. He 
wore spectacles which, however, did not improve his appearance : 
and he had a peculiar habit of scowling at you over his glasses, 
which was anything but gentlemanly. As boys, we considered 
his stare, something quite dreadfiil. Long* before I was a blue, 

* I had heard of the fame of this despotic cobbler. 

It is the custom for the boys to have new shoes from the 

• wardrobe every quarter, but, as mostly happens, if the shoes are 
worn out between these seasotfs of renewal, they can be exchanged 
for others, but only during one hour in the day, from twelve 
to one o'clock. It is no exaggeration to say that the boys 
generally feared the fiery ordeal of exchanging their shoes, more 
than an app^rance under any circumstances before either 
master or steward. Figure to yourself forty or fifty boys f^U 
fiorambling to obtain good positions in the coda formed around 
the little court-yard, in which stood the cobbler's stall. Imme- 
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V diately lie arose from bis sdat^ the most perfect silence reigned 

. amid the ranks. With scrutinising eye he counted quickly the 
numbers assembled^ and in proportion to the time he was likely 

' to be detained^ so did his ire increase. 

Now was the moment to present arms, and shoes also; and 
that unhappy timid boy was to be pitied, who, through fear of 
encountering this examination, had deferred his visit until his 
shoes were in a hopeless condition for any further repairs. Woe 
be to any boy that, in a moment of sufPering from cold, might 
have slightly damaged his shoes by placing them, too near the 
fire. And there was good reason for disquiet on one of these 
occasions, for any report, by this little tyrant, to the steward, 
would constitute you '' a slovenly boy," and as such you wouM 
have been stopped next leave-day. But even the obdurate 
heart of this striking personage (he kept a cane, and used it too) 
was not altogether adamantine. A nicely-turned compliment, 
or a few new quill-pens judiciously displayed from the coat 
pocket, would work wonders with him. A bold conversation 

would sometimes succeed. "Grood morning, Mr. W /* 

Answer, a growl. " I hope your family is quite well, Mr. W .*' 

A sevdi*e look. "Can I assist you, Mr, W ?" "Come 

here, you sii*, and help me to look out some shoes." Of course 
you rushed towards him most obsequiously, and busied yourself 
amazingly, — the result would be a nice pair of shoes. In this 
fonef and feeble sketch, many a blue might remember his visits 
to the cobbler's stall. 

Let me seef we had disposed of the afbemeon school- 
bell. Writing, arithmetic, reading, or making pens; Virgil, 
Caesar, Delectus, or Latin Grammar, for three long hours — ^how 
Tery dreary sometimes !— and then you hear the five o'clock 

" bell. Again, at half-past five, it rings for supper. The repast 
finished, you are allowed imtil eight o'clock before your ears onoe 
more listen to the vesper bell. Tired, dusty, and heated you reach 
your ward. Another visit to the lavatory* This time warm 
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water pours forth from the d^aps; sbA ycm wash your hand$^ &cbb, 
and heaids* If you 4ffe too y oimg to do it effectually yoierdelvee^ 
the nurse or servaiDts wiU per&urm the opei^on for you. Oae 
night in each week every .boy enjoys the iittury of a foot-hath. 
Without a beU this time^ you retwa to your ward, hear the 
eveaing prayer$i^ ai^d go to bed. la winter tiane the momii^ 
bell does not ring until seven o'<4ock$ you therefore ^sciqpe 
school before break&i^ In the eveaii^ bed^time is &Led £»r 
six instead of eight o'dodc, 

^'Timfe and t*he hournm thr6* ihe longest day.*' 

• , 

On Sundays we had a little .deviation from this regular 
course of things^ but not much. We rose one hour later, but 
retired to rest at the same hour. 

The Sabbath may be considered a very impressive day at 
Christ's Hospital, for the very buildixigs themselves seem to 
be imbued with a religious feeling. On Simday, everythii\g 
about the school is hushed into a consistont silence. The same 
cloisters that yesterday echoed the laughter of youthful gaiety,, 
tmd beneath whose vaulted roofs scamper along the lightsome 
school-boy, on this holy day became a quiet avenue, where the 
boys form in ranks to proceed to diurch. It is expected that 
during the intervals of divine service, the boys will walk about 
in pairs j| of course the monitors merely walked with monitors^ 
and the Grecifm with his fellow. In these hebdomadal walks 
might be discovered new friendships : on this score^ it was quite 
a field of observation. As the hour of eleven approaches, the 
boys may be observed with Bible and Prayer-books in their 
hands, wending their w«y towards their appointed station under 
the cloisters^ Here they fall into ranks, two abreast, awaiting 
the Bteward'j} approach, which is a signal to pass on to churcb. 
As little boys, we were terrifised at the monitor's frowns on these 
occasions, and the very tinkling of his medal against the button 
produced a thrill ;n our minds« But hstei^ and the distant 
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tri^Qldiiig fioufids tell that the mass is Bfioving fprward. We 
are in Chnst'^s Ciuirch ; all amuptged on aeats, one abore the 
other^ half way up the organ. The Greoiani^, jnonitQrs^ and 
beadles are stationed here ^id. there, to keep a Y^ibaft look oat 
that no little urchin drops to sleep. 

Nothing is left withont arrangement. The steward's pw 
is on one side of the gallery^ and the matron's opposite. In 
the body of theehnreh^ In one pew, may besclta the norses; all 
dressed alike-^black silk bonnets, and dark-bhxe dresses. 

The general effeet of the boys, all seated aronnd the oi^faa, 
is YBTj picturesque; and at the momeiHt they rise to sing the 
sacred hym% or to repeat the responses in a clear and andible 
Yoioe; the ooagregation feels thi^ no ordinary sdiool is joining^ 
with them in worship* Betuming from ebmek, As boys 
assemble im the hall for dinner. It cannot be too generally 
made known thaty through the kindness of the govemors, the 
public are admitted to the gallery of the Great Hall to see the 
boys dine on Sundays. After dinner the haje assemUe in the 
wards, and fill np the interim between, dinner and chmroh4ime 
by reading in the Bible, examination in the Oate^hism and 
cdlects, and repeating the psalms sung at meals. 

. Thfe momtors and markers of each ward are appmnted 
to conduct this part of the religions exercises £or the Sabbath; 
and, moreover, they are held aocountaUe for the proficiency 
of the boys in this respect. The Grecians make a practice of 
Tii^ti^ the wards at this time^ and it is their daty to a$k 
any qmestions they think proper; and to report, according 
to the answers, to the head classical master. A blue w:Ul nevjer 
Ibi^et how earnestly the door-latch has be«i watched, Joacing 
the approach of either Grecian or head masiter* 

Three o'clodc^-^^aftemooa service* Again to church, rather 
drowsy^ o^tamly, Imt determined, if possible, to keep open 
your eyes; beciwise^ if it so haj^wned that the weatiier was 
oi^rassi?e, and you were caught nai^g> th^re was n nice 



J 



48 • BOYS AND THEIR RULERS. 

' long task in store for you — some chapter of forty verses or more 

'to get by rote. We had a plan of refreshing our drooping 
•spirits, by well saturating our thick woollen caps under the 
pump. They would take up a considerable quantity of water ; 
these we managed to slip > into our pockets all soaking wet. 

* During the service- we could easily squeeze out some water 
into our hands, and pass the same over our faces, or bathe our 
foreheads with the damp cap itself. A draught of cold water in 
a desert is, no doubt, a great luxury ; and so it would be in a 
crowded church, especially when you are seated near the ceiling 

^nd inhaling a good amount of deleterious gas. Leaving the 
sacred edifice and rushing to the pump for a draught of Adam's 
^le followed each other almost as a matter of course, and it was 

- not an uncommon thing to see a row of some hundred boys al 
w^aiting for a drink. Now it is supper-time, and you mount 
the hall-stairs once more. tJpon the cloth being removed, and 

' amidst profound silence, in walks the head classical master, in 
full canonicals, to deliver the evening leeture. Dr. Greenwood, 
who was head master at the time of my stay in Christ's Hospital, 
was particularly happy in the selection of texts and subjects for 
lectures — at least as boys we thought so, — and most certainly 
we were, or considered we were, much improved by them. I 
listened with much more interest to his lectures than I did to 
the sermons at church. No doubt circumstances had something 
to do with it : the church service is rather long for a boy ; and 
in a crowded church, placed in seats near the ceiling, it is 
-excusable if he becomes a little drowsy. In our fine lofty hall 
•we could listen to the lecturer with comfort, and as Dr. Green- 
wood was never tediously long, our attention remained absorbed 
until the conclusion of his sermon. 

The texts, I remember, were mostly selected from the Pro- 
Terbs of Solomon. On one occasion he took these words for 

; -explanation, ^* Go to the ant, thou sluggard : consider her ways 
and be wise." At another time he chose, *^Her ways are ways 
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of pleasantness^ and all her paths are peace." So much were we 
interested with the evening lectures that many of us managed 
to take very copious notes^ and^ by consulting together^ could 
commit to writing a greater part of the discourse before 
bedtime. Leaving the hall, we retired each one to his respective 
ward; and so to bed. The monitors^ assisted by two or three 
boyS; had; however, one other duty to perform — ^that was, to 
fold and put away the coats and other wearing apparel. 

It is worthy of observation, that all the days set apart by 
the Anglican Church to be kept as holy, are passed exactly in 
the same manner as Sundays. 



50 « BOTS A5I> THSIR HULfiRS* 



CHAPTER VI- 

ORSCIANS, SCHOOLS, CLASSES; BOOKS; ETa 

To thorougfalj appreciate the word Greoian^ as understood at 
Christ's Hoi^tal; -jijfk must have been tfaare. The oasoal ob- 
server would not notice tuij verj remarkable differeace b^ween 
the Grecians and the other boys. Even a monitor^ though vested 
with a " little brief authority," never presumes to associate with 
a Grecian, unless invited. If, as monitors, we were occasionally 
summoned to take tea in a Grecian's study, it was always looked 
upon as an act of great condescension on his part. A Grecian, in 
the minds of the younger boys, is associated with some cloudy ideas 
of a being who literally crams with Greek, and nothing else ; 
and as they are never seen to eat in public, of course this opinion 
is strengthened by the circumstance. The very walk of a Grecian, 
as he silently struts along the hall, impresses you with an 
idea of his importance. Not a smile is to be seen on his coun- 
tenance ; and, as he passes by, the boys very respectfully make 
way for him. 

The Grecians have a kind of brotherhood among themselves, 
and no doubt enjoy themselves amazingly. As soon as they 
had reached the tipper end of the hall, they seated themselves, 
twelve in number, around their own table. Then the rigidity 
of t|ieir features becomes relaxed, and conversation flows very 
agreeably until the steward's hammer disturbs the pleasant 
party. Now one whose turn it is to read the prayers, mounts 
the pulpit. As the table of our ward. No. 9, was immediately 
ulider the pulpit, one or other of our boys found out the Lessons 
and Psalms of the day. When a junior I had a great desire to 
try the effect of a view from the Grecians' forum, and so I 
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detennkiad iipon maldng. a rash into the pulpit rery eariy one 
mornii)^* Nobody iBterfbred with me for some thne, whilst I 
was fumbling^ abont in a terribly eonfiieed manner to find out 
thelessottoftheday. QSieindexdeBotedsariLaehapterinEcclns., 
and Z seardied again and a^n, but ootdd find nothing of the 
kind* A&ars were becoming deq>erate— the steward had taken 
his place — the oSdatiog Grecian was marehhig towards the 
pnlpit* In my disoomfiture I ran down the stairs and inquired 
of (me of our ward, who generally looked out the lessons, 
where Bcchis. was to be found. You may guess how I was 
teased for not knowing that Eeclus. was an abbreyiatbn of 
Ecdedasticus. After this circumstance I had no very elevated 
idea of the pulpit. 

One of the Grecians, whose turn it is to read the prayers, 
mounts the pulpit; whilst his colleagues take each a position in 
various parts of the hall. When the boys are all kneeling down 
to prayers, the nurses and Grecians alone standing, the effect is 
very imposing. 

If the dres& of a Grecian be carefully contrasted with the 
oHier boys, its superiority will be seen. These aristocrats are 
favoured with a small study to themselves, curtains to their 
beds, and sundry other luxuries. They have, moreover, the 
very enviable privilege of visiting their friends at any time out 
of school-hours ; nor are t^y considered to require surveillance. 
In hct, the Grecian is almost upon an equality with the masters 
or steward. 

Now comes the question, how does a boy become a Gh-ecian ? 
It requires no mean abiKtifes, and no^ small amount of persever- 
ance to arrive at the class ftom which the Grecians are selected. 
As boys we had a liirldiig notion that a little patronage helped 
the dioice. When it is taken into consideration that a boy has 
to work his way through five dasses with an under master, 
befijre he is eligible for the lowest class of the upper school, 
named tflie <* little Erasmus,*** it will be understood that some* 
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thing has to be done to reach this point. Many boys leave the 
school at fif^en years of age without having accomplished even 
this promotion. Supposing, however, that you are in the *^ litde 
Erasmus/' you must endeavour to raisis yourself another ^step^ 
and then you become a ^' great Erasmus" boy. From this class 
monitors and markers are chosen. To this elevation I had 
arrived, when it was necessary for me, on account of my age, to 
leave the school. On this class there are generally some 3ixty 
or seventy boys. After an examination in the classics, a . 
selection is made for a still higher class, and if successful, yon 
are honoured with the title of Deputy-Grecian. This is a most 
important step, and indeed the last but one. If you distinguish 
yourself as a Deputy-Grecian, you may rest satisfied of being* 
raised to the highest point of promotion in Christ's Hospital — 
that of Grecian* It is generally the case that only those boy» 
who enter the school at seven or eight years of age, can have 
sufficient time to make the necessary progress for the candidate* 
ship of a Grecian. In addition to the Latin, Greek, and French 
languages, the Grecians study Hebrew and Mathematics. A 
boy is appointed Grecian at the age of fifteen, and continues . 
on the foundation until he is twenty years of age. At thia 
important era, before proceeding either to Oxford or Cambridge 
University, the Grecian has to pass through a very severe, 
though, in some respects, agreeable ordeal. > 

On St. Matthew's Day (September 21st), before an assembled 
crowd of critics and friends, — ^let us hope in good nature that the 
latter always prevail, — each Grecian is expected to deUver a 
speech in Latin, Greek, French, or English. From those 
scholars who have matured for College, of coiu*se the best 
orations are anticipated ^ and disappointment rarely attends the* 
expectation. The speeches are delivered in the great halL 
But before describing this ceremony, let us say a word or two- 
upon the earlier duties of the day. In the morning the Lord 
Mayor, Sherifis, and Governors attend Divine Service at Christ's. 
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Church. The boys sing an anthem especially prepared for the 
occasion. The anthems are not printed, but clearly written by 
the boys, and some of them are very beautifully and tastefully 
decorated with penmanship. The monitors distribute the 
anthems amongst the principal visitors on such like appointed 
days. The sermon on St Matthew's Day is mostly preached by 
a clergyman who was educated at the school. Leaving church 
and arriving in the hall, wher6 everything has been arranged 
for the orators and audience, you quickly take your place, and 
await the entrance of the chief visitors. 

On either side of the hall are placed seats for those who 
have been fortunate enough to obtain tickets. The Lord Mayor, 
Sheriffs, and Governors occupy the centre seats at the upper end 
of the hall. To the right may be seen the masters and their 
&milies. In the centre of the hall is erected a stage for the 
orators. Now the all important moment arrives, and the 
Grecians appear dreadfully nervous, especially the juniors who 
are to deliver their maiden speeches. It is optional with the 
boys whether they attend on these occasions, and but few take 
advantage of the permission. Indeed the accommodation is not 
very likely to attract a large assembly of the boys, consisting, as 
it does, of standing room on a table behind the speakers. Add 
to this, that you may, if you please, go out and see your friends, 
and those who have been blues know pretty well which course 
a boy is likely tp adopt. The head-master acts as prompter, 
his place being as close as possible' to the speaker. At the 
conclusion of the speeches, the Grecians walk about the hall 
with an extended glove to receive donations for their brethren 
' who are leaving the hospital for the universities, and a very 
handsome sum is generally collected. I have sometimes thought 
that this money-begging business is hardly compatible with the 
wealth and dignity of the establishment.* At the termination 

* " Salt" has been abolished at Eton. 

E 
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of the proceediBgs, the Loird Major^ Sheriffs; and Goy^nors- 
dine together in the court room. The following account of St^ 
Matthew's Daj, 1853^ at Christ's Hospital^ appeared in one of 
the daily journals :— 

" Yesterday, being St. Matthew's Bay, the annnal orations were delivered 
in the Great Hall of Christ's Hospital, in the presence of the Lord Mayor. 
The 'Grecians' who held forth on the oceanon wevQ MeiefS. Henxy 
Ludlow, J. W. Doran, H. J. Jevers, and C. H. Perez, who eulogised th© 
* Boyal Hospitals ' in Latin, English, Greek, and French prose, and Mr. 
GL W. P. Watts, who uttered Latin hexameters oa the subject of Liberia^ 
and also an English elegiac poem on ' the days of Edward YI.' 

*' Nothing can be more.a matter of routine than this old annual ceremony, 
for the orations are perpetual eulogies of Edward VI.-, the founder of th& 
Ixpspital, and merely receiyed a variation this year thrcmgh the melancholy^ 
death of the late head- master. Dr. Rice^a topic which was dwelt upon 
with much feeling by the juvenile orators. Nevertheless, the scene will 
always be interesting, even to those who have no particular sympathies 
with the persons chiefly engaged. The hall, which, though net paifticfikurly 
old, is in that old style which imparts a solemnity even to gay and trivial 
occupations, comes out in strange contrast to the visitor who steps within 
its precincts from the very centre of modem London life, like n mediievair 
romance sprung up in the midst of the soost commonplace reaUty. Then,.. 
as the visitor, unless he be the least punctual person in the world, is sur& 
to arrive some time before the intellectual festivities begin, he has the 
diversion of seeing the rush of urchins in their quaint, but not unpieturesqu» 
costume, as they hurry up the seats at the extremity of the hall, until they^ 
have all settled into a compact mass, ready to hear the learned achieve- 
ments of" their elder brethren on the rostrum below. The vigour with 
vfMcik these boys sang the National Anthem yesterday, displi^ing a 
> Tiraggish love of noise as well as a fervid spirit of loyalty, and the pene49ratins: , 
sounds of their approval, whether expressed by a ' Kentish fire ' or the 
collision of the hands, were sufficient to stun delicate ears, but in their 
hearty joviality were not the less agreeable'on that aeeount. In the eeurse* 
of more than one speech the orator would point to this happy crowd as an* 
instance of the well-working of good King Edward's foundation, and cer- 
tainly it would have been difficult to find a more apt illustration of perfect 
felioity and good feeling. 

<f Of course, many persons will look upon aU academical speeches as^ 
neither more nor less than unmitigated * bores,' but nevertheless the 
orations at Christ's Hospital are well worth an attentive hearing. The 
themes are, to be sure, all but identical, and no great variety of treatmenfe* 
is possible, but the style of the prose and verse is uniformly good, and 
shows a creditable familiarity with the best classical models. The French 
yesterday sounded less like a vernECuTar than either the Latin or the Greek, 
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Imt it should bebotne la xmmd tluU that is a sort of extra stndj^ and wo 
m&j add that the speech delivered in that langoaga was one of the most 
eloquently written of the four on the same subject. 

^ The on^ocsy it will be seeSy are only six in niiiii]»erj whereas in pre* 
Tious years every ' Grecian' in the school had to say his say. The abridg- 
ment was madie for the very simple cause that the entertainment was voted 
too long. All delights pall if too copiously administered, even the <$elight 
of hearing speeches in Christ's Hospital — and hence the abbreviators may 
he commended as wise in thdr voeation^" 

Since tl^ melatDbcholy death of tiie late head daaskal 
master^ Br. Rzoe^ maaj very admirable asd seeessarj chaas^e^ 
ia the ootarse of stTadies have taken place^ and others are 
i^bout to foIlQw. It is to be hoped that the present head*- 
xaaater^ Dr. Jaoob^ will not relax in his endeavours to improve 
the education and bearing of the boys, particnlarij the elder 
ones. In all well-conducted schools the head boys should be 
fitted for society by being admitted to domestw eommunieatioJtt 
with the principal^ and tiiis could be easily effected in the 
form of a weekly lecture or conversaaione. I fun aware that 
9(Hnethjing of this nature is in contemplation^ which should be 
seconded by the saaetion and co*^peration of the governors. 
Too often the efficaey of salutary re&rmati(m in pnbUc institu- 
tions is checked by the un&ir trammels of precedent. It may 
be recorded^ very much to the credit of the coarse of instruc- 
tion adopted at Christ's Hospital, that amongst the collegiaaa 
at Oxford and Cambridge you will always find the blues 
honourably distinguished. 

We will mention one other important duty which devolves 
-upon the Grecians^ and that is to examine the reading 
books of the boys. Ko scholar is permitted to possess a 
book that has not passed a Grecian's scrutiny. If the book 
is not considered objectionable, the word "approved" is 
written on the title-page, and under it the signature of the 
censor. On the other hand, if your book is condemned, you 
lose it. As I never saw the Index Kbrorwa prohibitorum^ by 
which the Grecians were governed, I'cannot pretend to enume- 

E 2 
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rate the disallowed books. At any rate our scrutinisers would 
'^approve" such books as "The Arabian Nights' Entertain- 
ments," " Robinson CiTisoe," " Tales of the Crusaders/* "The 
Swiss Family Robinson," " Boys' Own Book/' &c. &c. 
Speaking of books of amusement would, of course, suggest 
some remarks upon the schools and the books of instruction 
there used. At the period of which I am the feeble chrono- 
logist, the Grammar School was situated in the Ditch, but was 
not such a handsome building as the present structure. Our 
head-master was Dr. Greenwood, and there were, besides, three 
under masters. Dr. Greenwood had under his immediate care 
the Grecians, Deputy Grecians, Great and Little Erasmus. 
The books used were "The Eton Latin Grammar," "Phse- 
dnis' Fables/' "Caesar/' "Sallust/' "Virgil," "Terence/' 
^^ Greek Testament/' "Xenophon/' and "Homer." Each under- 
master had five classes to instruct. The system of education in 
the grammar school has experienced much change, of late years, 
for the better, under the direction of the Rev. Dr. Edward Rice, 

recently deceased, and the present head master. Dr. Jacob. 

* 

In the writing school we had a head-master (Mr. Reynolds), 
two under-masters, and three ushers. Writing, arithmetic, 
and English reading were here taught. Now, however, great 
alterations have also taken place in this department and some 
very satisfactory changes hava been effected. Within the last 
few years arrangements have been made for teaching the 
French language, but at present they are only partially carried 
out. Without wishing to dictate to the governors any course 
of study to be pursued, surely it would be advisable to make 
modem languages, especially French and German, more promi- 
nent in the course of instruction. The dead languages should 
not be neglected, but certainly nine-tenths of the boys, in 
after life, are much more hkely to require a knowledge of 
French and German. 

The old mathematical school was built by Sir Christopher 



GRAMMAR AND WRITINO SC^OLS. 57 

Wren. The school-room was commodious and well ventilated. 
Over the school was built the ward appropriated solely to the 
isea boys. For many years past, however, all this has been 
altered. The mathematical boys were distributed long before 
I entered the foundation. Over the gateway of the mathema- 
tical school was a statue of King Charles the Second, and the 
inscription " Carolus II. Fundatur, 1672," informed the reader 
;that royalty also founded the school for sea boys* In the 
mathematical school the boys go through a complete course of 
nautical education. There are about seventy or eighty boys 
attached to this schoo], who are preparing for sea service. 
Each boy wears a badge, as it is called, or metfd plate, on his 
right shoulder, which is an insignia of the particular foundation 
in the mathematical school to which lie belongs. It may be 
the King's boys, or Mr. Stone's foundation. The sea boys have 
a kind of freemasonry amongst themselves, although distri- 
buted so far as the wards are concerned. Thus a grammar 
school boy must not even peep into the mathematical school^ 
if he is bold enough to do so, he must be prepared to take the 
consequences of his intrusion. It is no exaggeration to say 
that although I made several attempts to examine the interior 
of the mathematical school, I never succeeded in more than 
catching a hasty glimpse of globes, sextants, desks, and 
drawings. Of the latter one could see something, for the 
boys worked them during play hours, and were naturally proud 
of the compliments heaped upon them. Some of the drawings 
were, indeed, very nicely executed. Sometimes, with a view 
of peeping into the interior of the school-room, we feigned 
that some boy's friends wished to see him dm-ing school hours. 
The cheat being detected, left you pretty sure of punishment 
at some favourable moment. Fanning, or running the gauntlet^ 
the hands merely being used instead of handkerchiefs, is the 
jnode of carrying out the sentence. The mathematical boys 
not only arrange themselves in a double file and make you pass 
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hetweetL thesi; but th6^ MLow yon until y<m ure Ittcky enough 
to £nd an asylum «ithar in a w«rd ^ BcbooL The sea boy6 
eschew carefully any aseoeiation with t}ie iojm of the gnunauff 
or writifig school. In play^ of t^ourse; tifeey will join with the 
1:K)ys of the^ own ward; but in idl cases where they can aj^ar 
as sQpar ate^ they prefer it. The sea boys, from sotne tradftioaal 
idea that it render them more fit for tke hardi^ps of a sea 
life; practise a brusquerie and daring which they dej^ght to 
exhibit on every occasion. Thus as eadi ward is Messed wiHi 
one or more of these embryo eailors; they were always selected 
as our captains in any expeditions of danger. Some fifty years 
agO; or more, the boys of Sing Charles's Sohod carried rnatt^^ 
with a Tery high hand^-^-dndeed, so much so^ that they became 
almost absolute masters. Seme very extravagant tales p^ss 
current amongst the boys to this day, of the bdd expl<»tB 
of their nautical companions. One atoiy is, that a sea> or 
rather river fight, took j^ace on the Thames, between l^em 
and the boys of atiotber celebrated London sdtool. After 
mudi obstinate fightkig and some exciting incidents, neither 
party was dedared victwrious. This event nearly ended 
tragically — one or two boys narrowly escaped drownmg. 
But the whole afTair is wrapped in considerabie obscurity. 
That' such a circumstance did take place is not improbable. 
Then there are a number of other tales told about eingukr 
and plural encounters with butcher boys, beadles, and otJiers, 
in which, cf course, the Wues were always victoritJus. No 
doubt very extravagant . incidents happened at the time we 
are speaking of, for then Christ's Hospital was a public 
lioroughfare from Little Britain to Newgate Street; indeed I 
can just recoUect it as such. " No Thoroughfkre " has, how- 
ever, of late years, v^ry proptt'ly been displayed, and the 
gates are kept partially closed. If a sea boy was at any time 
'destined to punisSiment, it was his endeavour and pride to 
lear the same without a murmur, and his quiet endurance 
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was higHy appla/uded. It is quite, h mfetafce, hbwefef, to 
suppose Aat a boy's courage is in proportion to Ms calmness 
under panisbment^ physical causes liaTe much more to do witii 
this than anything else. 

Sometimes a misunderstanding would arise hettreen two 
wards, upon some breach of etiquette, such as that of a boy 
belonging to Ward 9 having been seen in Ward 10, or some 
slight insult offered from the boys of the latter against the 
former. Perhaps a question oF precedence arises as to which 
ward should descend first to the lavatory. A slight question, 
sometimes becomes a eastcs ielli, as in State afiiairs, "from 
little causes great effects arise." Although our differences 
generally ended in words, there have been known some very- 
furious encounters — ^ward against ward. We wpre once 
engaged, that is to say, our ward, in a terrific scramble to 
gain possession of a certain portion of landing in the general 
staircase to several donnitoiies. From time immemorial Ward 
^ had enjoyed the privilege of placing their play-boxes on one 
side of the landings One Saturday afternoon, to our great 
Astcmiahment, the boaces were all replaced by those of Ward 10. 
Of course, our dignity, 'not to mention our convenience, was 
offended, and we determined to try the question. Goundls of 
war were held by either pa?ty» The boys of Ward IQ took 
possession of the landing — we decided upon a siege : eolleo1in|^ 
together all our forces and pkciikg thd Htde boys in the reflt^, 
with a (mptain behind, to urge them. on, we made a Aesp^ 
rote rush up the stairs* The besieged held out UncomrncMdlj 
well^ and for some time victoiy was doiibtM^:- 

'^ Thns like tbe mge of fird th« combat burnd ; 
And now it rises, now it BiiU(% by turns." 

Ignoble finish to our glorious war — a ery of <^Here comes the 

beadle!" put « stop to what appeared certain success for ovx 

party. This skirmish, notwitiistanding the beadle's interrup- 

tioD, was sufficient to leave us fos ever altem^ ar49 ip indisptat^ 
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possession of the landing. When this little affair took place I 
was what is termed a little boj; and was pressed into the service 
of this assault^ nolens volens. Amongst the sea boys^ a division 
of opinion once took place^ and irom words they went to blows. 
Considerable excitement was displayed by the parties concerned^ 
as well as amongst the boys generally. Each party selected 
its Hector and Achilles. The bustle which now ensued in 
preparing for the affiray was carried on with great vigour* 
I^ightcaps stuffed with sawdust, handkerchiefs twisted intO' 
k^otS; leathern girdles, pieces of rope, and other articles of 
warfare were eagerly sought and distributed to the contending 
hosts. A secluded comer under the cloisters was selected foi* 
the field of battle, where 

"The thronging troops obscure the dusky fields, 
Horrid with bristling spears and gleaming shields." 

Outposts Jiaving been appointed to watch the beadles, the 
armies rushed impetuously forward. It was capital fun for 
the spectators, however much the parties immediately coiw 
cemed might have enjoyed it. Those in the comer appeared 
to me to be soundly cudgelled* Certain it is that all the 
belligerents fought with most determined bravery. Matters 
seemed equally balanced, and, in fact, nobody could say 
which party was gaining ground. From time to time, one 
X)r other of the combatants came from the affray in a limping 
.And disabled condition. Some ugly thumps were given and 
received. It was not exactly playing at warfare; if so, it wae 
indeed "dog's play." It is tme that neither army could boast 
of much " pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war," 
but each party was most zealous for the other's defeat. 
Glory, the hackneyed word of armies, ancient and modern, 
was ti^uly in this case the sole incentive for the soldiers 
now stmggling for the mastery. Never were armies, less 
4Wtuated per oro e per argento. The battle rages— the crowd 
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increases— all is confusion. I nfever could understand why 
beadles did not appear — 

''Now night her coarse began, and orer heaven 
Indncing darkness, grateful truce impos'd, 
And silence on the odious din of war." 

4 

!( might be very politic for the contending armies to talk^ 
in their despatches^ of the night coming on^ beating honour- 
able retreats^ but in this instance the truth must be told. The 
bell ringing for supper was a sound too potent to be disre« 
garded : — 

'* Behold a wonder! They but now who seemed 
In bigness to surpass earth's giant sons, 
Now less than smallest dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng numberless.'' 

The evening meal being ended, we went to bed, and dreamt 
" of moving accidents by flood and field.** 
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CHAPTER VII. 

HfiAtS^ TRABfiS; BITTTBET; CAKE SHOPS; BCONBT CttAKGfiftS* 

In the preceding chapter we have dwelt upon the studies 
pursued in the various schools ; we will now descend from mind 
to matter^ and give some account of what we ate and drank; at 
Christ's Hospital. Some folks may consider this of Httle 
consequence^ but to satisfy others who may feel interested upon 
a subject of so much importance, we will spread be£)re them the 
daily bill-of-fare for one week. 

Dr. Johnson* considered the dinner-hour as the most impor- 
tant one in the day^ and most undoubtedly it is. Few will confefls 
it; but all men are much governed by this meal. Many a hasty 

decision has been given before dinner^ that would have been 

* 

rescinded after that meal if possible. Depend upon it the 
stomach is and has been a very mighty arbiter. The dismissal 
of a minister of state, the fate of a kingdom, the horrors of war, 
may often depend upon an attack of dyspepsia. But to our 
subject. 

Collecting together in the great hall for breakfast, each boy's 
allowance was half a twopenny loaf, and half-a-pint of milk and 
watery and if it so happened that you had been sufficiently 
fortunate to secure some hot cross-cakes before entering the 
hall, you would not find the bread and milk and water very 
inconvenient. If, as it generally happened, you had not broken 
your fast with anything, why then the morning meal did not 
interfere with your studies. 

Emerging from school, and having obtained a very keen 

♦ See " Art of Dining." 



appetite from a good game at prisoners' base, oi* hipping imetf 
j'ofa gladly answer tiie sasomonsof the <£]mer*bell. 

AiliaealsfflQfireoededbjprayeiB^singisgiaxMi&graoe. Thep$ 
is also B certaia form to be goaas tbro^h on every QCoaaiioQ^ 
tkerefore one e!ixm{de will ^eak for all. 

At ooe o'djook a stream of blue ooats and ydlow stockings 
is s^n powring on torrards the hall. Now a bustling so^oe 
ensues. Here boys are spreading doihs, there others are 
arranging 1die wooden bowls. Walk up to a group and listen to 
the dia^usakm whidi s^pears so animated^ and yon will be 
surprised to hear a boy ofierimr his dinner ^r side. You may 

contents of a nice cake^ or some otter eatable, that has been 
sent to him. Soeh baiigains^ under such om^mstances, s^ not 
infrequent. The peculiar hum id so many iraiioes echoing 
tha^ough 1^ dining-room, x^minds cme of the sound that reaches 
the ear from Cheapside whem you are on the tq) of St Paul's. 
In a few minutes the Grecians arrive, and the noise is slightly 
hushed, especially amongst ihe smaller boys, who regard a 
Grecian with peculiar awe. But who is Mb that walks in so 
steadily, glancing with an eagle's eye upon the ranks as he 
passes through them f It is the steward ; and it is euriotus how 
the clatter ceases from the dxior when he enters, imtil the top- 
most tables are hushed into a whisper. The steward is one of 
tdie mos^ important and responsible functionaries upon the 
foundation. He arrives at his table, which is situated in such a 
position upoti a raised platform that all may see him. By his 
side is seated the matron. It is customary for both these 
officials to be present at each meaL 

After a &w mcmeittfi' pause, Ite steward strikes the sounding 
beard on his tsdble with hia hammer, &eii is heard a shuffling of 
£^t, a nadbling of plattm and knives. The bo^s have now 
arranged tiaemselves in lines, at their several tables. Another 
strike leverberates along the lofty and beautiful roof, which 
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produces a most perfect silence^ then once again^ and for the third 
and last time falls the hammer. Thereupon the Grecian whose 
turn it is to do duty mounts the pulpit^ which is exactly opposite 
to the steward's table^ and reads a few verses' of the psalm 
appointed for the day : this ended he commences the prayers, 
and the whole mass of nearly 1^000 boys fall upon their knees. 
Having finished the pray^rs^ the beautifully sonorous amen is 
heard^ not after the fashion of the pai'ish clerks. You ar& 
startled by a noise, nothing more than the boys rising, and 
one voice leads off a psalm of the good old version, not the 
modem parody. After this a grace is said^ and once more amen, 
and then the bustle of carviog, helping, and eating begins. 

The dinners for each week are arranged as follows : — 
Monday, — ^Boast-beef, the quarter of a twopenny loaf, three 

small potatoes, with small beer and water ad libitum. The 

ad libvtvMy it must be understood, merely refers to the 

table-beer and water.* Of the meat, <fec., you have only the 

allowance. 
Tuesday. — (Called by the boys starvation day) — ^You have 

merely plum-pudding and the quarter of a twopenny loaf 

with butter ; fluids as before. 
Wednesday. — Roast-beef, bread, and potatoes. 
Thursday. — Roast-beef, bread, and potatoes. 
Friday. — Roast-mutton, bread, and potatoes. 
Saturday. — ^Pea-soup, as much as you please, and one quarter 

of a twopenny loaf with butter. 
/Sz^nday.— Roast-beef, bread, and potatoes; and in the summer 

season, cold meat with salads. 

The present bill-of-fai'e is a decided improvement upon what it 
formerly was, as also is the adoption of plates for wooden trenchers. 

On the Wednesday following Ash Wednesday, the boys 
have a treat of boiled pork and peas-pudding, and occasionally 

* The small beer has been lately discontinued, by which the boys lose 
little or nothing. 
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roast-veal or pork are substituted for beef or mutton. These 
changes in the diet occurring' so seldom^ are looked upon as 
banquets, and many boys, for months before the day appointed 
for these extra meats,^have bartered away for a high considera- 
tion their dinners at those times. I have frequently given a 
poor fellow a portion of my luxury, who has been so unfortunate 
as to be dinnerless on these looked-for occasions. Sometimes 
we made a collection for the unhappy improvident individuals 
who had sold their dinners. 

The evening meal consists of half a twopenny loaf and a 
piece of cheese, and on Sunday evenings butter is substituted 
for cheese. The butter, moreover, is made up into little pats, 
after designs of the most approved dairy fashion* The plum- 
pudding, which forms the pidce de resistance of the Tuesday's 
dinner, is not of the usual form. Each pudding is steamed in 
a long circular tin. Against these puddings the boys hold, what 
in truth appeared to me, an unjust crusade. I suspect prejudice 
exercises an undue sway in this pretended dislike. Custom is 
everything, and it is Za mode amongst the boys to abuse" the 
puddings. Now plum-puddings, so-called at boarding-schools, 
are mostly tremendous deceptions* You are an extremely lucky 
fellow, and the envy of your school-fellows, if you succeed in 
finding a plum ; whereas our plum-puddings were good honest 
ones, and in flavoiu* really very [nice. In their compositioQ 
appeared plenty of suet, plums, sugar, and spice. The ordinary 
achool plum-puddings are unworthy of the name j they should 
be called Norfolk dumplings, or Australian dampers ; and many 
a poor emigrant, I suspect, well knows what they are. The 
Matron, good soul, took gi*eat pains^to br^ak down the prejudice 
against the plum-puddings amongst the younger boys; with 
the upper boys- she considered the attempt hopeless; and in 
order to strengthen her arguments, she would partake of a 
small portion. Amongst the little boys there was always a 
disposition not only to eat their own share, but also the 
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leavings .of the dder boy»; bi^ tiien we were deterred by the 
foolish etiquette which precbminated. On Tuesdays there waa 
a gifeat deal of ^^ tkvowing ont^" as it is teinBed, -^Mck zaeans 
pladng anythhig in the middle of the. table that aD8> does not 
ieel disposed to eat» Halving been once deposited there; the 
Tiaad becomes the property of any hnngry boy that can seeore 
it. It is a common practice with t^e boys when their a^e^tes are 
partienkrly keen to despatch hastily th^ own portk)]i^ and then 
carefully watch the centre of the table for any discarded piece. 

The dinner being oonchnded, suggests that sosaebody must 
clear away. For this purpose th^e ave boys af^Konted who 
dislribate amongst themaelyes the Trades^ 

There Is no doubt that the nrast perplexing circumstance to 
a new boy^ after an introduction to his waj*d and associates; is 
his appointment to a trade. If he is very littlcy. naost likely his 
iffst employment will be bearar of the candlesticks^ or salt-boy. 
Youor duty in the latter case is a very light one^ and is mostly 
conferred upon a mirse's &vounte« All you ha^ to do is to 
bear the salt-bowl to the hall; and to serve oiit the salt. If 
the trades had a mottO; ol course; the salt-boy would select 
^' Sal mpit omnia" Some of the tirades are miidi sought after^ 
whilst oilers are considered a nuisance. For insta&cS; the 
trencher boy; or meat-bearer; can always command an extra 
supply — ^besides the patronage of allowing a chum a nice rub of 
gravy for his wust Thai the Iw^ad-boy can mtm»g& to make 
of his allowance something extra; for when cme speaks of half a 
twopenny loaf; it is possible that the two halves may not be 
laeasured with mathematical precision. One loaf is intended for 
two boyS; and to be fairly cut ; but still the knife might slip, 
and so increase the all^owanee of A at the expense of B. Bearer 
of the potato-pail is not considered ir^fra dif. ; and aftw extra 
hot potatoes on a cold day are not to be despssed. Strange to 
-iay;; what is considered very menial elsewhere; is here an office 
'eagerly sought after. I refer to the knife^boy. It is his duty 
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to- de^ tbe knives and forks, and he is aocountable for tbeirsafo 
l$eepiiigf« For the poper laanagemeut of this office, the knife- 
bojT h parimtted to have a tieket of leave to see his friends every 
Satyardaj afternoon. Upper bojs generally hold this office, 
and engage a fag to do the real work. To ke^ clean sixty 
sets of knives and forks must, c^ course,, hold somebody well 
en^loyed during play hours. Th^e are a great many trades 
If hieh are iM>t by any meana at premiums— such as cloth-boy, 
Iwer-boy, water-carrier, bowl-boy, plate-boy, and oth^s. These 
fall to the sh^re of the new comesrs. It is quite impossible to 
escape passing through a kind of ^prenticeship in some of these 
trades. 

Each boy makes his own bed, and cleans hk own shoes, or 
is supposed to do so ; the monitors and Gi^eoians always 
eixcepted. After having passed through the ordeal at Christ's 
Hospital, one feels tolerably independent of servants in after 
life, for there are few ordmary matters of which a blue-coat boy 
is. ignorant. 

It is rather amusing to witness the variows trades entering 
the hall, to nmke preparation for dinner. A keen observer could 
easily detect, from the haughty bearing of the boys, what 
trades were considered as honourable occupations. See with 
what nonichalance the bread-boy poises the huge basket upon 
his shoulders, and marches to the head of the tal^ ; theaoi, with 
a practised twist of the wrist, he brings the baakat safe to the 
ground. If, in performing this manceuvre, he happ^s to upset 
^y of the bread, which is rarely the. case, it i& eousidered a 
gaucherie. 

Once more, regard tl^ conscious pride and aristocratio gait 
of the meat-bearer, who, with the bwrden on his heady feels 
himself evidently dignified by his office. This boy, in contra*- 
distinction to the multitude, makes his little cloth cap very 
^use&L It is for him an excellent baker's pad. 

Who are these boys running in so brfakiy, with ti» dean 
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wooden pails ? Look at their hands and pocket-holes^ and you 
will find them both smeared, more or less, with mealy potatoes; 
undoubtedly, they carefully evade the waxy ones, as we called the 
watery potatoes. Yonder are two little urchins dragging along 
the trencher basket; but certainly not con amore, for to them no 
perquisite belongs. Stay, be not too hasty in your decision — ^to 
them even is reserved an occasional scrap or two, particularly 
if they are quick in clearing the tables, for by these means an 
unpicked bone may be sometimes secured. However, it is an 
office little congenial to the boys. The same remark applies to 
the curator of wooden bowls, and the beer and water boys. 
The table-beer at Christ's Hospital is very small indeed, and 
6ffers no great temptation to the cellarmen. 

One highly-favoured office is in great demand amongst the 
little boys — ^that is, the agreeable duty of accompanying the 
nurse to the hall, bearing her carving knife and fork. Your 
reward is an occasional cup of tea in the parlour, which is very 
delightful ; and perhaps nurse's children, with whom you play^ 
i*emind you of brothers and sisters at home. 

The monitors appoint the various trades, and the boys of 
each trade are accountable for the articles confided to their care. 
The good behaviour of the boy, or his proficiency in the 
grammar school, very properly influences the monitors' choice 
in apportioning the trades. 

Under the cloisters of the great hall, and nearly in the 
centre, is a thoroughfare to the Infirmary — to the right of this 
may be seen a door with " Buttery" plainly marked upon it. 
This sqnetum sanctorum was under the immediate guardianship 
of three boys, appointed by the steward. These boys were 
always monitors, and, very luckily, one happened to be my 
fellow monitor. The senior buttery-boy manages the bread 
department ; the second is clerk of the dairy, and keeps the 
accounts of the butter and cheese ; whilst the third is head 
cellarman, and looks after the beer^ 



• * 



BX7TTBRY-B0YS. , 6& 

These boys are, de facto^ the steward's cla*ks, and for the 
trouble which their duties impose upon them, they have the 
privilege of a ticket to see their friends on Saturday after dinner. 
It is decidedly an advantageous circumstance to have a buttery- 
boy belonging to your ward. To be selected by the steward to 
fill this office is conadered a very high honour. The steward, 
of course, provides all that is necessary for the daily consumption 
of the boys ; but he leaves the after-weighing entirely to the 
buttery-boys. I have observed that in our ward the head 
monitor was a buttery- boy, and a very clever fellow he was at 
figures. His penmanship also was unexceptionable. These 
steward's boys have the command of many advantages — such 
as an extra quantity of rations, a choice of the best tap of table- 
beer, and sundry other little perquisites which were very season- 
able. When you fill this office, you can easily talk of a dinner 
party last week, with some truth as well as swagger. On 
Thursday afternoons, we often knocked up a snug little ^WHnion** 
an the butt^y t carte — cold roast leg of mutton, cold boiled 
potatoes, fresh beer, cheege, and celery. We always had two 
or three boys to wait at table— their remuneration being the 
remains of the feast. 

A buttery-boy is permitted to have an occasional substitute, 
and I have often acted in this capacity on Saturday afternoons, 
when my friend was anxious to see his relations. With some 
assistants, I frequently undertook to weigh out the potatoes in 
the kitchen for the Sunday's dinner. The kitchen is, as may be 
imagined, on a large scale. It is situated under the dining-hall, 
on a level with the cellars, and is fitted up with ovens, coppers, 
and steam apparatus. The cuisine is under the management of 
a chief cook and servants, and everything is kept in most excel- 
lent order. In weighing out the potatoes, you allow half a 
pound for each boy, and a few pounds extra for waste. Each 
waiHi has two nets with metallic labels, on which is engraven 
the number of the table. These nets are placed in steamers 
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over the coppers ready for the next day. The meat is all 
weighed and placed ready for the ovens ; in short, everything 
that can be arranged on Saturday is done to lessen the duties. 
on Sunday. 

We have already adverted to the management of the general 
kitchen, although some cooking was carried on elsewhere, as we 
shall presently show. 

For the convenience of the boys, there are two confectioners* 
shops in the buildings, at. which almost anything in the shape 
of eatables can be purchased. The keepers of the shops also 
supply needles and thread, tops, writing-paper, and an endless 
variety of articles which the boys are likely to require. At 
eight o'clock in the morning the shop becomes akind of exchange,, 
surrounded as it is by a crowd of eager applicants for hot cross- 
cakes. Like any other bourse, however, a great many ruinous 
transactions take place. For instance, a. boy .is very: eager for 
one or more of the smoking cross-cakes, and he pays a terrible 
interest for the accommodation of a little ready coin. Boys who 
are in full tip prefer puff delicacies, which, under ordinary 
circumstances, can only be attainable now. and then. A pecu- 
liarity exists in reference to the currency of the shops wliich 
deserves particular mention. It is illegal at Christ's Hospital 
for the boys to make purchases outside the gates, and indeed 
there is little chance of doing so ; for a boy must not retain in 
his possession any of her Majesty's coins unchanged. In a 
retired spot near the lavatory resides the money-changer, and 
to him you must apply for the hospital coins, before you can 
purchase anything from the shops. Thus, for your bright silver 
shilling, the money-changer would give you sundry copper coins 
of an octagonal form. Curiously enough, when I was in the 
school, this business of exchange was arranged by a .Mr. Dunn. 
In spite of this name, however, he was a very worthy man, and 
witty withal. His doggerel rhymes, when in attendance at the 
lavatory, were exceedingly amusing to the boys. When I gave 
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up my first shillings for an ugly copper coin, the etch&nge 
seemed to me most unsatisfactory. Let me recommend to numis- 
matists to obtain & few of these coins 
that have been in use for a number of 
I years, and no doubt their peculiar form 
I might puzzle the learned in sach 
i matters. At any rate, it would open 
F a wide field for conjecture, as they do 
not bear any date. Neither Spanheim, 
Ruding, Eckhel, Goltz, nor PinkertoD,' 
so far as I am aware, make any mention of these coins. Hastening; 
to the cake shop, I soon found a circulating medium for my 
uncouth-looking piece of metal. It purchased the correct- 
quantity of " grub," wherewith I treated my brother omgt. 

Notwithstanding all the precautious, we did sometimes 
manage to pjircbase commodities outside the gates,- and we 
imagined, with greatfir cheapness. It is very possible that the 
confectionery and playthings did pay a sort of octroi. If you 
dine in Paris the chaise is very different itom what it would he 
outside the barriers. 

Yorkshire puddings, saveloys, mufSns, crumpets, and sally- 
luns were very popular amongst the boys. But the greatest 
treat was a plum-pudding, made from our own recipe, untram- 
meledby anylaws of domestic or other cookery books. Perhaps 
my readers would like the receipt. Here it is : to any number of 
eg^s and to any quantity of flour, given or purchased, add pliima, 
currants, and sugar, according to the state of your exchequer. 
Borrow the nurse's saucepan, and bribe the servant to let you 
boil it on the kitchen fire. This last item generally costs more 
than the pudding itself. Among the monitors, toasted cheese 
formed a favourite luxury for supper. They used a frying-pan, 
and when the cheese was in a state of fusion it was spooned out, 
and spread upon toast after the most epicurean fashion. How 
we younger boys, kept awake by the luscious fuqjes of the cheese, 
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watched the monitor's^ boy lading out the delicious stuff: and 
how we envied the happy mortals who were about to partake of 
it ! Sometimes on leave*-days, if for any misdemeanor we had 
been stopped, our consolation consisted in clubbing together 
and making a brewhouse, so spelt, and so called in blue-coat 
parlance; but I behove there isi some dish of the kind mentioned 
in Dr. Kitchener's cookery book. There were mostly some six 
or eight partners in this jollification under adverse circumstances. 

First of all, we procured a quartem-loaf, immersing the same 
in a kettle of boiling water; after a few minutes' ebullition, the 
loaf was turned out into a lai^e wooden platter, steaming hot — 
milk and sugar were added ad VSMyjim ; gmd the result was a very 
tempting mess to hungry, disappointed boys, besides being by far 
the most economical treat our finances could afford. 

In our ward a very kindly feeling existed between the nurse 
and the monitors, and so we could at any tima command a 
variety of little privileges to add to our comforts. In some 
wards, either from the peculiar temperament of the nurse or the 
odd disposition of the boys, feuds exfeted. The nurse had it in 
her power to sadly inconvenience the monitors and to curtail 
their littlo domestic comforts ; whilst, on the other hand, the 
lattercould retaHate in d very successfal manner. For instance, the 
nurse objects one night to the monitors having the frying^-pan : 
the next evening she has a few friends to tea. Now, it is the 
duty of the nurse to be present at evening prayers, — ^but before 
these commence, the monitor must call over the names. Very 
well; our young gentleman calls them over as slowly as possible 
whilst worthy madam is in an agony of fidgets to rejoin her 
. friends. Follow this up by reading a very long chapter with 
due emphasis; then giro the boy that commences the psalm an 
idea, that yoit would prefer the old 104th fer that evening. The 
verses, as you know, are long, and the time very slow. Read 
the prayeirs careAiUy, asnd not so fast as if you were hurrying for 
your own supfpw. A combination of these delays wifl not t»nd 
to improve the nurse's proposed comfortable evening. 
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CHAPTER Tin. 

* 

In former times the Blnecoat Boj had a holiday e^^ry red 
letter day^ but now a different arrangement is made. Every 
other Wednesday, the birthdays of Royal Family, and some 
of the Saint's days, are now yielded to the boys as levee 
days. At Easter a fortnight is^ ceded to the boys fo^ absenoe 
from school. The early part of the Pasaon week, which is 
also called clothing week, is occupied by fitting on and giving 
out new clothes. 

At Whitsuntide <me whole week's relaxation from study 
is permitted- 

Something Hke ten days' holidays are allowed for the 
festivities of Christmas. Thursday Afternoon is a quarter 
holiday— ^that is to say, the boys leave school at thr^e o'clock; 
and on Saturdays it is a half-day leave. 

Who that has been a Bkie does not remember ihe joyous 
feelings with which we ushered in the mondi of August, 
^^ crowned with the sipkle and the wheaten sheaf." What 
chalking of walls in June and July, cmd makiog of Almanacks. 
The general reader should be informed that a few years back 
Bluecoat boys were only j>ermitted to enjoy (me month's leave 
of absence, and Au^st was the month selected. It will 
easily be understood that the advent of t^ oumth is hailed 
with peculiar dehght. We very much question whether t^e 
annual rise of the Biver Nile is niore anxiously looked 
for by the Egyptians, than August is at Christ'^ Hos- 
pital—not only by the boys, but also bj the masters awi 
officers in general. There is some form connected with lMs 
leave of absence. It is necessary to have a printed permis- 
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8ion of absence from the steward^ which contains certain 
restrictions. It has been remarked that in each ward there 
are sixty beds. Now, two months before August, iumiftg over 
commenced. This is nothing more or less than turning over 
the bed and occupant of number , 60. The bedsteads are 
all numbered in each dormitory. My turn to-night, and 
yours to-morrow, were expressions frequently used as August , 
approached, and were well understood. I believe the intensity 
of the tvm increased as the holidays approached ; nor was 
that an imnatural result. Occupants of the earlier numbers 
generally kept awake, and when their turn came, gently 
guided their overthrow, and so escaped coming in contact with 
the iron bedstead. Any boys undertook the ofiSce, and none were 
pennitted to escape, — excepting sometimes monitors and bigboys. 
The morning of departure arrives, and all the bustle and 
running to and fro which usually accompany such occasions, 
seem to pervade every nook and corner of the establishment. 
The boys vie with each other in making the earliest arrange- 
ments for leaving. This very naturally increases the hubbub 
and confusion. My case was one of intense anxiety, for it so 
happened that it was towards the latter part of the day 
• before the coachman sent for me and my luggage. Speaking 
of luggage, I should observe that each boy is supplied with 
a sufficient quantity of clothes and linen for one month. These 
are all sewed together in his coat, which is turned inside out 
on this occasion. The first August, labouring imder the ex- 
citement of seeing nearly all the boys leave early in the morn- 
ing, and myself uncalled for, I became, in consequence, very 
fidgetty, and, taking the worst view of the matter, thought, 
of course, that my father had forgotten all the arrangements 
needful for securing me a place by the coach. Acting under 
this delusion, I was at some little expense and trouble in 
obtaining a seat on another coach, which left London a little 
' earlier. As we were rattling along the streets, I fancied that 
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I had done a very clever things but as soon as I had reached 
my native town, to my great surprise, nobody met me at tho 
inn. Thinking this a bad omen, 1 felt a little uneasy — besides 
.1 had not sufficient money in my pocket to pay the coach 
hire. Fortunately the coachman was satisfied with my name, 
imd so tucking my bundle under my ai*m, I trudged home 
as quickly as possible. Of course my friends were glad to 
€ee me, but then "how did I come," each one inquired. An 
explanation followed, and the only inconvenience which 
^occurred was the payment of two coach fares, 'as my father 
had arranged for me to come by the rival coach. 

Amidst all the enjoyments of Kfe I* do not think there is 
one so purely unalloyed as a school-boy's holiday. The 
-school breaks up for the holidays, and for a time the boy 
jibandons himself to all the wild vagaries of thought and 
action. Tasks, cares, and scenes that have engaged his 
attention for months change in a moment to bright anticipa- 
tions of smiling faces, welcoming his visit. If at such a 
time any pang is felt, is it not when one bids farewell to 
the friendless boys left behind? 

At the Bluecoat School there are always some few boys 
under the denomination Jriendless bo^s, who, perhaps, having 
no friends in England, or, it may be, none anywhere, do not 
leave the foundation. Poor fellows! their lot seemed very 
hard. All human pleasures are finite, and holidays, howevei* 
protracted, must end. Then comes black, or funking Monday. 
It was always ordained that the boys should return on 
Saturday and resume their studies on the Monday. What a 
dreadfully dreary business this returning to school was I 
hut yet some of the boys enjoyed it — I mean the Jriendless 
hoys : they were wild with enjoyment at this unhappy season. 
In contrast to leaving for the holidays as early as possible, so 
we planned to return late, and the boy that contrived to 
arrive last was looked upon as having outwitted his fellows. 
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As the boys^were returnmg they wonld immediately upon their 
entrance through the gates find the firiendless boys, mm looking 
so cheerful; ready to greet them with satirical endearing names. 
^^ Pans Tadversit^ de nos meilleurs amis nous trouvons souvent 
qnelque chose qui ne nous d^platt pas." * (In the adversity of 
our best friends we often find somethiQg which is not dispkasing^ 
to us.) " Hot rolls and coffee ! " was one of the cries : "fihall I 
clean your honour's shoes to-morrow morning?" was anotheiv 
Anything that could remind us^ unhappy mortals^ of the homes 
and comforts 'we bad just left; was now sounded in our ears by 

the friendless boys* 

. • • • Nessun maggior dolore, 
CJhe ricordarsi del tempo felice, 
Ifella miseria . . . t 

(No grief so poignant as the remembrance in our misery of 
happy days.) The full import of those words was felt when we 
returned to school. September is a beautiful month; and it was 
generally on the 1st or 2nd that we recommenced our studies. 
The morning air in the latter part of autumn begins to be cold 
and bracing; and the game in vogue at this season was that of 
whipping tops. It was well tbat our drooping spirits were called 
mto activity by this amusing game. The cloisters soon rang- 
again with the noisy mirth of the boyS; and all went smoothly 
on for sthother period of time. Leave-days are holidays that 
occur on particular occasions; when it is permitted for each boy 
who can prove he has friends in London to visit them.^ He 
may leave the school in the morning as early as 8 oi* 9 o'clock^ 
ahd in summer time need not return until 8, or 6 o'clock in the 
winter season. These are the halcyon days of a blue; and 
serve as a comfort to him under all the disagreeables of tasks 
and repetitions. It was quite pleasant on the eve of a leave-day 
to debate in your mind what friend you should patronise, and 
then pop upon him suddenly. Of all the people to visit as a 

* Hoch^foacatild. f Dante. 
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Uue^ select thoae^ if jaa are so fortunate as to know anj^ who 
liave had a onezaber of their fftmilj educated in the school^ 9b 
thej best understand jowt wants. You may be very welcome 
amongst your fidends generally^ but a brother eru^ puts you 
down at onoe to a substantial break&sEt or luncheon^ and when 
you leave in the evening does not forget to £U yonr pockets 
with grub; and perhaps a little coin as welL The memory of 
one old gentleman^ who had a son educated in the school^ comes 
vividly before me as I pen these particulars. He was a 
thoroughly good-natured sonl^ and moreover extremely fond of 
children, particularly blue-coat boys. Wh^i it was time to bid 
adieu to the old gentlemen^ he always took me into his warehouse, 
and literaUy filled my pockets with plums, currants, almonds, 
sugarcandy, and all sorts of nice things ; and I feel persuaded that 
the pleasure he derived as a '^ cheerful giver" was not equalled 
by me as receiver. Sometimes boys that are chui^ accompany 
each other by turns, to their friends' houses, and curious and 
interesting acquaintanceshipa often arise from this circumstance. 
When the boys return at night to their respective wards, 
it is the duty of the monitors to call 'Over the names. On 
one occasion I was pursuing my duty as monitor, when, 
to the surprise of all, no response was given upon my calling 
out a name. As the boys after a day's leave return rathei* 
fagged and very sleepy, it would requh*e something extra* 
ordinary to arouse them. Here, th^, was the very stimulus. 
All was uproar immediately. It so chanced the missing boy 
was a most likely fellow to have nm away. Leaving the nurse 
and boys in. great disorder, I gave notice of the truant's absence 
to the steward, and while at his office, in came two other 
monitors almost breathless with excitement to tell the same tale, 
jrespecting two other boys. Running away is a very uncommon 
circumstance at Christ's Hospital, and therefore a tremendous 
turmoil this affair created. As a matter of course, the remarks 
usual on such occasions were not forgotten, — such as, ^'I am 



78 BOYS AIsD THEIR RULERS. 

not all surprised," by the nurse, who disliked our absentee very- 
much; and in truth with good reason. "Well, who would have 
thought it?? the servant remarked. I believe she was in. the 
secret, and most likely assisted in the preliminaries. As boys 
a little infected with the romance and poetry of Sherwood 
forest,* although we were astonished by the daring displayed, 
nevertheless we considered the matter rather in the light of a 
glorious freak than otherwise. We had, however, sufficient 
discrimination, to reserve t our judgments, lest it should be 
considered that we were cognisant of the affair. 

Some few days elapsed, during which every inquiry was 
made, and all search instituted. At last the runaways were 
brought back, and a miserable appearance they presented — a 
compound of half blue-coat boy and half Sobinson Crusoe. 
We listened with intense interest to our boy's account of one 
adventure, ajd I believe it was told without any exaggeration. 
He related that all thi'ee of them had arranged the runaway 
business some months previously, and that their intention was 
to go to sea. Having arrived at this determination, they made 
a joint-stock; bank of all their rveehly allowances and ^«p«, 
besides selling playthings, books, and, in fact, everything else 
which was not likely to cause suspicion. When their plans were 
matured, they agreed to decamp on a leave-day, thus at least 
gaining twenty-four hours in case of immediate pursuit.: Having 
for some days prior to their departure collected together a stock 
of provisions, which were crammed into their coat pockets, and 
being besides plentifully supplied with needles, thread, scissors, 
buttons, &c., they patiently awaited the appointed day. The 
fact of our boy collecting, together sewing materials did not 
surprise us, for it is a common circumstance for the boys to have 
needles and thread, as it was often necessary to cobble up our 

* Br.Mackay in his "Extraordinary Popular Delusions" very properly 
deyotes a chapter to deprecate the impropriety of lauding the exploits of 
^* Great Thieves^' See page 248, vol II. 
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garments rather than run the risk of being scolded by nurse or 
servant; for any little accident that might happen when engaged 
in boisterous games. Our runaway was rather clever at stitching 
lip rents, and frequently gained a few pence by his dexterity. 
All being ready, they met at the gates and decamped to- 
gether. "The world was all before them where to choose," 
but they selected the road to Chatham. Their ultimate object 
was to be engaged on some outward bound vessel. 

Hastening along Cheapside, our runawaya soon reached 
London Bridge, but here they made a pause, as most boys do, 
to look at the shipping. Upon a fine morning, the scene from 
London Bridge, on looking down the river, is a very stirring 
one. Steamers alongside puffing away in eagerness to start; 
passengers with luggage hastening on deck; porters and news- 
men running to and fro; smaller steamers coming and going; 
and in the distance, such a forest of masts, that it appears 
almost impossible for any vessel to steer clear of a concussion. 
Our truants gazed upon all this for some little time. Perhaps 
they ruminated upon the chance of taking water at the Tower, 
and speculated as to the colour and shape of the pennant that 
would wave over their heads. Bethinking themselves that no 
time should be lost, they commenced their onward movement. 
Shooter's Hill is the place selected for tbeir first bivouac. Here, 
our knight-errants, having found a very secluded spot, disencum- 
bered their pockets of some cold meat and potatoes, and made a 
hearty dinner ; and now commenced a consultation as to future 
operations. But they were disturbed : — 

** A shepherd's boj (he seeks no better name) 
Led forth his flocks along the silver Thames.** 

We doubt whether the rustic was not quite as much dismayed as 
our truants. In order to conciliate the young countryman, he was 
invited to partake of some dinner, and although he had eaten of 
one meal under that na^me, it seems he did not object to another. 
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The intruder Irnvrng left; our jaang desperadoes set to work to 
loetamorphose themsekes^ but not according to any thing they 
had ever read about in Ovid. Now; then^ to un-blue*coa1wboy 
themselves. For this purpose the sewii^g materials were pro- 
duced. Taking off their coat^^ our heroes turned them into 
sailors' jackets, — rery easily done by<jutting off the long skirts j 
then they reinoved the hospital buttons of lead, and replaced 
them by others of brass,^ — ^minus the likeness of King Edward. 
The yellow stockings oould not, of course, be tolerated, so they 
were replaced by some nearly- worn-out green worsted ones. The 
girdle played its part very usefully, serving as a strap for the 
Juggage, which was carried knapsack-^aehion. By an over- 
sight, they had quite forgotten to provide caps : this was a very 
awkward dilemma. Thus equipped, our would-be sailors, having 
destroyed every vestige of their encampment, and carefrlly 
distributed any piece of doth that might betray them, marched 
forward with much freedom. Trudging on from Shooter's Hill, 
the truants frequratly turned to take a peep of the London spii-es, 
which diey expected to be leaving for many a long year, and 
very probably began to frame some of the yams which they would 
spin to the credulous friends on their return &om distant lands. 

It was iquite an event at the Blue Coat School when any 
sea boy returned after his first voyage, with his wonderful tales. 
Ahoy arrived late one evening, just to see his nurse and chums. 
He had been at sea two years, and was leaving England again on 
the morrow of his viat. This young gentleman, according to 
his own account, had passed through some "hair-breadth 'scapes.'^ 

One tale he told us very gravely, the particular point of 
which was, that for three days and nights, he was buried in 
the sands of the great desert to protect himself from the hungry 
lions. How he lived during the time did not tr^spire, nor, as 
boys, did we trouble to inquire. Verily he painted.the picture, 
and we gazed at k. 

But ito tzetum to ihe young trampera, who began to. feel tired 
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and nervous, as well tbey might, for it was growing dark. With 
the approach oTnight, their thoughts, very naturally turned upon 
the subject of a lodging. The imagination is considerably 
heightened by darkness. External objects ceasing to engage 
attentidn, the mind is haunted by reflections upon the past, 
or plans for the future. Ploddmg on in silence^ the three way- 
farers were at last delighted to behold in the distance something 
like the glimmering of a light. Pressing forward with a greater ' 
degree of alacrity, they arrived under the porch of an old- 
fashioned country inn, near Gravesend. Somewhat diffident of 
their disguise being complete, they raised the latch of the door 
and walked in. Turning at once into the tap-room, our heroes 
seated themselves at a table, right glad to rest their weary limbs. 
One essayed the sailor, and called for some beer, but his voice 
and manner were but a sorry imitation of the British tar. The 
company present eyed our would-be-thought sailors most unmer- 
cifully, and made them exceedingly nervous. After a little 
deliberation, it was thought advisable once more to face the 
darkness, and to trudge on to the next inn. Suffering a little 
from the fear of not finding a bed for the night, the young 
scapegraces did not trip along very gaily, although the beer, to 
which they were unaccustomed, might have been expected to raise 
their drooping spirits. At this moment, if they had expressed 
themselves honestly, would they not have preferred their com- 
fortable bed in their own wards to this nocturnal wandering ? 
Pressing onward, impelled by fear, another friendly beacon 
appeared, to which they hurried. 

By the feeble rays of a candle they read on the wall, ^^ good 
accommodation for travellers." The house appeared to be a 
lodging house, and this was exactly the kind of place they 
wanted. Before the door had^been fairly opened, and in 
breathless anxiety as to the result of their inquiry, they demanded 
of the woman who appeared in the passage, if they could have 
beds for the night, or even one large bed. Now, in all proba- 
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bility^ had the tenants waited until thej had been ushered into a 
lighted room^ their courage would not have stood the test so 
well. The woman stated that she had but one spare bed. Without 
troubling the landlady for anything more than a light, our 
adventurers stumbled up stairs to bed. Exhausted, they slept 
profoundly : this, however, is rarely the case when one is over- 
fatigued. But, now, it is morning, and with it comes reflection* 
A bad deed requires all our courage, and it was some time before 
the young gentlemen felt suflSciently at ease to crawl down stairs 
to breakfast. In the general room, which was set apart for 
meals, they found themselves at last, seated at the table with a 
motley group. Regarding each other with something akin to 
suspicion, as travellers mostly do, the meal was eaten in silence* 
With shame depicted in their countenances, and embarrassment 
easily discernible in every movement, our truants were making 
arrangements to leave. 

At this particular moment an old tar sadly bothered them* 
Leaning on his crutch, and shuflBing up to the fireplace, he 
begged pardon, but would be glad to " to hear any of them spin 
a yarn." He was desirous to learn the name of their ship; and 
why they were so plaguy downhearted when they were ashore. 
Stammering out some sort of answer, our heroes did not waste 
much time with the invalid sailor ; but quickly called for the 
hostess, and paid the reckoning, and dearly too, considering 
the accommodation. Onward was the word, and Chatham 
their destination. How very provoking it seemed, but every 
passer-by stopped to look at the masqueraders. To escape 
observation, they sometimes took the fields, and at other times 
the lanes, where they did not very much swerve from the high- 
road. Nothing particular occurred until their arrival at Chatham* 
Here, in spite of having purchased sailors' hats, they became 
"the observed of all observers," and consequently extremely 
uneasy. The streets had all the appearance of London, and 
for ^them there was by far too much bustle in the streets 
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Somewliat fatigued, they walked into one of those queer-lookin 
public-houses with which every street in Chatham teems, and 
found themselves in a large room full of sailors. Their first 
inquiry was respecting an outward-bound vessel. ^' Call the 
landlord," said a very uncouth and dismal-looking son of 
Neptune. ; The host made his appearance, and with him came 
a very disagreeable interrogatory, at least our trampers thought 
so. "Mine host" did not, however, say anything that would lead 
our heroes to consider that he had any suspicion of their true 
character. As usual at these places, there were plenty of 
scamping hangers-on, or agents, as they call themselves, who 
for a slight consideration put a bandage over their eyes, and 
then lend themselves to any. disreputable proceeding. Our 
narrator, of No. 9 ward, continued — " We had actually agreed 
for a certain sum with, one of the most respectable looking of 
these gentlemen, to find us - a vessel." Following close at the 
heels of the man who they considered was leading them on to 
freedom, they entered a small street gradually descending to 
the Med way. With the very water in view, and a vessel within 
a few hundred yards, perhaps, indeed, the one upon which they 
were to embark, an incident happens that in a moment upsets all 
their schemes. An old gentleman somewhat officiously inter- 
cepted our heroes, and, with a searching look, which said plainly 
enough " I know you," commenced a series of uncomfortable 
questions, which ended in the sudden disappearance of their 
guide, and our young gentlemen's detention. The truants were 
quickly put into safe keeping, and sent back again to school. 

After great fatigue and excitement, the wearied system 
sinks into a mysterious kind of nervous drowsiness. Thus was 
it with our heroes during their transit to London. The worst 
evil which they considered could have happened had actually 
occurred. They had counted the cost, and were now fully 
prepared for whatever might take place. 

Having arrived at Christ's Hospital, the boys were at once 
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given into the custody g£ the steward^ fbr a. kind of piimftrj 
examination. This ended^ they were conducted, by Idis beadle, 
to their respective wards for a change of clothing.. 

When our runaway entered the ward^ it waa ihe signal fbr 
a burst of laughter, which, however, we monitors quickly sup*- 
pressed. Only imagine the hero of Shooter's Hill in a coat> or 
rather jacket, of no ^^ formal cut," and the remainder of hia 
dress sadly changed for the worse. 

All this was great fim for us, as spectators j bat the poor 
actor suffered apparently much more from our derision than 
the after-punishment which he endured. Judgment sometimes 
tarries ; in this case it was swift. The steward, as is customary 
when boys decamp, consulted with the committee governors^ 
and they passed sentence upon the three black sheep. It was 
severe, but not more so than was necessary. They were sentenced 
to be publicly flogged, and expeHed. For some time this affair 
was an important feature of conversation and speculation with 
the boys generally. 

Ten years after these events, being in London,. I entered a 
barber's shop for the purpose of making a purchase, when the 
proprietor accosted me with, "I know you, sir. You were my 
monitor at Christ's HospitaL" It was only after the detail of 
several circumstances that I could discover in the tradesman 
before me the runaway. " That was indeed a foolish affair," 
said he, " I have ever regretted it." In a few words he narrated 
his history, which may be thus briefly told v — Upon hia expul- 
sion from the school, being without friends — for he was placed 
at Christ's Hospital by a parochial presentation — ^he wandered 
about the streets, offering his services as an errand-boy at the 
various warehouses in the city. Failing, however, in. this, he 
was at his wits' end, when fortunately he chanced to inquire of 
a barber, who was standing at his door, whether he could employ 
him. This was a most fortunate rencontre^ for the po(nr foUoW; 
as the shopman took scmie trouble to teach hita the business. 
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By dint of frugalitj be ooxitny«d to put aidde a portion of his 
small eariungsiy atid m «aved sufficient capital to open a rerj 
respectable litde ebopu Yeare bave aince rolled on^ and to this 
day I still aee Im ueme over tbe door; so it may be p^^esimted 
that if industry and peraeTeranoe were wantbg^in the boy^ thesf 
fire ba{>pily found in the itian. 

During the summer season our half-holidays were most agree^ 
ably 9petit in the hdalth&J exetcise of swinnvang. Peerless Pool;* 
so well known to blttenxKit boys^ was the bath we patronised. 

Sea-bathing isexceedingly sa^hrhnis and very deSghtful^pro* 
Tided you are old enough to enjoy it; but I hare little &ith in the 
belief that children think it sport to be d^ped inito the briny wares. 

Who has not often badn s^ch annteed Bt the gnntaces «nd 
struggling of the little urchins^ as the guides and nurses adini- 
nister the mai*ning bath? But stop^ I have to discuss the merits 
of the ocean bath, aod not the ocean itself. * 

iFrom June to Auguet aniaagements ate made by the 
governors, with the pro^rietom of Peerless Pool, in Bath Street, 
City Head, for bathing, on Thursday and Saturday afternoons. 
On these days the monffeoDS of each wa^d make a selection of 
ten boys^ whose names are handed to the steward, as being 
de^rous of visittog Peerless Pool. At three e'ckok the bathers 
assemble in number about 200^ and form themselveff into a line. 
The procession, headed by two beadles, moves on, impatient for 
the cooling etreom :^^ . 

** Cheer** by fkt wflder "beam, the sprightly ycrtrth 
Speeds to tlie weSWknowa pool» whose crystal depih 
A sandy bottom shows." 

It is a great point with the boys who shall be the first to 

♦ Tfce origin of !Peerles« !PdOl appeaw to have been a ^itjg whicbj 
overAdwiDg its banks, produced a large and deep accvaotklalfioji of water. 
Many lives were lost by incautious bathers, and thus the pond was 
designated " perilous." This word soon became corrupted into " peerless.** 
It is stated that Kemp, who b^ ^e poHil in 1743) firift*ecmycrted it into a 
safe bath under the niaiae of "Pemless iEool." 
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pluDge into the bath, and, consequently, it can be easily 
imagined what plans are resorted to for expedition in undressing. 
Thus, long before the boys arrive in Bath Street, all strings, 
buckles, and ties of every kind have, by some unseen means, 
become unloosed, and in a few moments after the gates are 
passed, commences a scene of splashing and dashing, which is 
very amusing. 

Peerless Pool is. by far the largest bath in London, and, 
moreover, it has the advantage of being an open-air bath. 
The water is supplied from the New Eiver, and is continually 
flowing in and out. It has been established for more than a 
century. Around the bath is a gravel walk and shrubbery. 
Here and there are boxes for dressing, and one larger than 
the rest — a kind of omnibus box, with a large mirror, which 
most temptingly reflects the cooling stream. Viewed from 
tHe entrance, the appearance of the looking-glass leads one, 
fit. first sight, to imagine an interminable waste of waters. In 
front of the boxes the deepest water is to be found, which is a 
depth of about 5 feet some few inches. At this end of the 
bath, called the Half-circle, from the shape, the depth is only 
3 feet 4 inches. This part also was stigmatised as the Mud's 
Comer. Now the word mud is applied to a boy that is timid 
of the water, and who, therefore, seeks the shallowest spot 
to escape being ducked. Each ward has its own peculiar and 
arranged locus standi^ which by no means must be trespassed 
upon. This, of course, only refers to the outside — when you 
are in the bath you may paddle or swim wherever you please. 
As a rule, no boy is permitted to walk ignobly down the steps, 
but is urged to plunge gloriously into the liquid stream. This 
proceeding, however, is rather a nervous business for the first 
time, and before you know anything of swimming. It is all 
very well for Thomson to say — 

<< This 18 the purest exercise of health, 
The kind refresher of the summer heats;" 
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but when you are not allowed to enter the water as you please^ 
somewhat of the romance of bathing becomes too much of a 
reaKty. Every boy who has been to Peerless Pool has seen 
scores of little urchins^ valiant enough in their own play-ground, 
quite alarmed at the sight of the water, as they stood. shivering 
and hesitating on the brink. This fear is not lessened by 
the knowledge tiiat you are about to ju^lp into deep water. Of 
course there are boys ready to save you, but then they, consider 
it their privilege to duck you before carrying your scrambling 
corpus to the steps. Being placed on the steps, you hasten 
round to the half-curele. as quickly as possible, and think 
yourself lucky if you do not fall in with some other big boy 
who gives you a lesson in divmg, much against your will. 

' Bhie-coat boys mostly becosie good swinmiers, and fre- 
quently some very artistic manoeuvres may be witnessed x)n 
Thursday or Saturday i^rnoous,. during the bathing season. 
All kinds of feats are practised — ^plain and ornamental swim- 
ming, diving, tidming somersets, and Devonshires,* leap-frog, 
and follow-my-leader. Sometimes • matches were made,, but 
these were generally decided at our private visits. to the bath. 
These visits occurred on half-day leaveaiy and then we spent 
the whole afternoon in the agreeable pastime of swimming and 
cutting capers in the water. On these occasions a party of 
us would club together, and so very comfortably pass the 
afternoon. It was no uncommon thing for us to be bathing 
for hours; and bow it happened that no unpleasant efiPects 
arose from this apparently imprudent proceeding is a mystery. 
■ On the return from the pool our conversation consisted of 
the mighty exploits we had perform^. 

* To accomplish a Deroiishire you throw yourself over backwards 
hiBtead of forwards, at in the somerset." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A STRANGER ^cfttlkiog tittpongfa ifae olobters cf Christ's 
SLospita]/ as they now appear in tiseir mpdeniised stated 
eoold not easily deloot any portion of the Old Grey Friars 
Moaasterr. Within the last thirty years great ebasges 
have taken place, and but few vestiges of the old foimdatioa 
Bsmain. Stowy the antiquarian, speaking of Qrey Friars, says 
that ^^ in the year 1552 began the repainngof the Grey Friars' 
House &r the poor fatherless children ; and in the month of 
November the cinldren w^fe ttkea into tite same, to the 
number of almost four hundred. On GhristmaB day^ in the 
afbsmoon, while the Lord Mayor and Aldermen rode to 
Paules, the children of Christ's Hospital stood from Saint 
Lawrence Lane««nd in Cheape, towards Paules> all in one 
livery of russet cotto% three hnndred and forty in number; 
and m Easter next they were in Una, at ti»9 Spittie, and so 
hffve txmtiniied eversince*" 

The most important modem butlding on the foundation is 
«ndocibtedly the Great Hall, wherein the boys take their 
mods. The fonndation stone of this handsome structure was 
laid by the Duke of York, on the 28th of April, 1825, and 
ft was die intention of tiiis royal person^e to preside at the 
cpening, had not death frustrated the laudable de»re. On the 
29th of May, 1829, the new hall was opened in great state by 
Prince Leopold, now King of the Belgians. On this interesting 
occasion the boys were regaled with roast berf and {dum^ 
pudding, and moreover, to each boy was given a glass of wine. 
The officers and nurses also received a substantial present, so 
that the sounds of mirth and jollity echoed along the old 
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saonastic arches^ It isaft a joyoos dttf to aH who ptHktpftted 
in the imposiz^ eefeoEnonj* 

To those wha hare aot yet seeo iho iiKterior of tfaei new 
DifiiiigwimU, it May be iiEtereMiDg^ to «Bi6mr into somei details 
Keiq)ectiiig- it. At cme cad ef the ball m a ipery large and 
fine-toned organ, fwidob was. tbe gift of George lY*. The 
piotnre reptesentkig Bdward YI. gnawing tbe obaztsr of 
inco!rp(»artiion oceupies the npperend ef the hall^ opposite to tiba 
organ. This piotnn^ which is on & kvga aeale^ is aittESmted, 
bj many, to Hoifaem, but there does sot appear to be any -rarj 
eafe authority that he was tii^ paimtor« ExtesdiBg the greater 
part of the leng^ of iSae hail is a lavge jmv^ang, by Yoriioy 
represem^g James II. iieated on hk thrcme, surrounded fay 
his courtiers, receiviii^ the boys of the mal&fimatieal sohool, at 
their annual preeentationw Tbeboys areintbe actofexten^ugy 
ieat the Monardb^'s inspedioKr, tbor bfaart&and drawings. Thia 
custom is continued by Her Most Gfara^)iis Majes^^ Qnesft 
YictoHa. Yecrio presented thss krge painting to the hospjital. 
Near this eoonaoous paintings by Yeerio, is a full4cngth poirtndt 
of Charles II., hj the same painler.^ There Is also a fuB-kngtk 
portrait oi the founder of Child's banhing^hous^ Sir Fxancis 
Child, who died in 1713. 

There is a ptdufnll j mkowating pteture near tiie strangers^ 
ga&ery, of an. accident that befel Brook Watson, when a boy« 
He was bathing from a boat, and whibt enjojing the nfreduAg' 
pastime of swimming, was attacked' by a shariE. The artist^ 
J. 8. Oopl^, RJL, the fatiier rfLondLyndfanrst, has dspioted 
the moment when the sailorsara reaening hm firom tl^ -voracmia 
mostster. Sy this sad accident Birook Wataan h^ Us leg;. 

There are two paiatiii^ wfaidh will always he r^farded wMii 
pleasure; these are ftdl-length portraits, by F. Grant, AJRJL.,.o£ 
the Quden and Prinds Albert^ who hffive itlsm a gr^t interest 
itL Ghx&it^s Hospital, and we fisel a pkBanre in xeooeding it. 

Bessdeathe painti&ga whioh we ha^e specially menfioned^ 
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there are several other portraits.- In a fe^ years the g&n&tali 
effect of the interior of the hall will be considerably increased 
by the painted windows, which are added from time to tiine. 
The spaces in the windows are quickly filling tip with the coats 
of arms of the different companies and benefactors/ and; whea: 
completed the soft light reflected through the coloured glass^: 
will produce a most beautiful effect. > On the elaboraldy-carved 
dak panels the coats of arms of the presidents and treasurei^j 
are arranged in chronological order. Behind the steward's 
chair, which is on a raised platform, is a stone inserted in th& 
wall. From this circumstance arises the saying of the monitor^ 
when complaining of a boy's misconduct, ^^ Go to the stone,., 
you sir." In the capacity erf monitor you "send the boy to-, 
the stone," or, in other words, to stand opposite to the steward'^ 
table during the dinner hour, and whm the meal is finished: 
you walk to the steward and lodge your complaint against thd: 
unhappy wight, who is punished' accordingly. - 

In the counting-house may be seen some very good paintings p> 
amongst others, one of the royal founders, Edward YI.: this is*! 
generally considered to be by Holbein, and most probably it is. 

We will now make slight mention^of some of the celebrated; 
blues. 

One of the' earliest blueiB of eminence was Edmund Oampian, 
who was bom in London in 1540. In 1558 he* Was elected 
scholar of St. John's College, Oxford, by the founds Thomaa. 
White. In Chalmers' " Biographical Dictionary" is the following: 
iiummary 6f his character : — ^' All parties allow him to havdw 
been a most extraordinary man; of admirable parts, an eloquentr 
orator, a subtie philosopher^ and skilful disputant, an exact 
preacher, both in English and Latin, and a man of good temper 
and address." 

He was the author of the following works : '^ Mine Artid^ 
directed to the Lords of the Priry Council," 1681 5 ^^ ChronoN 
logia Universalis j" " Conferences in the Tower," puUiabed by 
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the English Divines in 1583, 4to; ^^Narratio de Divortio/' 
Antwerp, 1631 ; " Orationes," ihid. 1631 ; "Bpistdse Varise," 
ibid. 1681 j and " De Imitatione Rhetorica," ibid. 1631. 

Dr. Gampian became a Jesuit, and upon his return from the 
Continent, was found guilty of high treason. With some other 
Romish priests he was executed at Tjbum in 1581. 

The Antiquary William Camden, bom May 2, 1651, is said 
to have been educated in Christ's Hospital, although some little 
doubt is entertained respecting it. Camden's great work was the 
^^ Britannia," published in 1586, dedicated to Queen Elizabeth's 
Treasurer, Lord Burleigh. He was only 35 years of age when 
he completed this important work. 

When the Gunpowder-plot was discovered, the King selected 
Camden to translate into Latm the full account of the conspiracy, 
and all the evidence taken at the trial of Guy Fawkes and his 
associates. In 1607 the translation was published by the Court 
printer, John Norton, under the title of *^ Actio in Henricum 
Garnetum Societatis JesuiticsB in Anglia Superiorem et cseteros 
qui proditione longe immanissima Sereniss. Brit. Mag. Regem 
et Regni Angliae Ordines e medio tollere conabantur," &c. 

This book very soon found a place in the Index Librorum 
Prohibitorum of the Inquisition. In 1615 appeared the first 
part of his history of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, under ther 
title of ^^ Annales Rerum Anglicarum et Hibemicarum regnante 
Elizabeth^ ad Ann. Salutis 1589," Lond. > 

Camden was accused of partial statements respecting the 
Queen of Scots, and his detail of Irish affairs. The animad- 
Tersions upon his history made him decline publishing the second 
part during his lifetime. He finished the second part in 1617 ; 
and entrusted a copy of it to his friend Mr. Dupuy, wi^ the 
understanding that it was not to be printed until after his death, 
which took place in 1623, in the seventy-third year of his age. 
In 1625 appeared the first edition in Svo. at Leyden. 

In 15d0, we find that David Baker entered Pembroke 
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College, Oxibrd, he yms theii fifteesa years of age. Leftving 
college^ lie i^todied tba lav, but having nacrowlj escaped 
drownings be datormixied to devote bis aftei^Iife to.rdlgioa^ and 
joiaed a small eoDgri^^oii of Beoedfctine Monks, His death 
took place in Gray's hm Laae, Aogu^ 1641, and he was bimed 
in St. Andrew's Ghmreh, Holbora. 

The writings of thk learned man consisted principally of 
rel^otts: tc^tises. 

In Wood's ^^ Athena Osonieaaii^" aomuion is made (rf John 
Yicans^ who was bom in Ltnulon in 1682, and was enrolled a 
member of Queen's College, Ooiford. After leaving colkge, 
John Vicars accepted the appointment of nnder^maater at 
Christ's Hospital, and^remained upon the fomodatlicm until death 
removed him ffoai his ^here of nsefuhiess, in August, 1652. 
He was buried in Cfaiist Church, Newgate Street. 

His writings appear to haive be«i of a very conteoversial 
nature^ and somewhat voluminous. 

The justly-celebmted; though pedaatk^ Fro&ssor of Gh-e^ 
at Cambridge, Joshua Btumes^ viras bom in January 1654. 
Before he w^tto the University he. published ^^ Sacred Poems" 
ja five books. He v«ry eariy di^|Jayed great knowledge of the 
6f«ek language* - Be wHs the anther of noimerous worics, chiefly 
dairioal. 

Bentiey, in peaking of Barnes' extraordinary knowledge of 
the Greek language^ compared it to the colloquial raadiness of a 
vulgar tneohanicy rather than to the learning cf a scholar. In 
one of Barnes' letters to the Eaa^l of* Oxford, he sajrS; ^^ I hav«^ 
lired in the Umveosity above thurty years, Fellow of a CoU^fe 
now above forty yejirs' standing,, and fift^eight years of age, 
am ft Bachelor ef Divinity^ and have poeaded l^ore kings." 
It af^eais that he Siover sought for any preferments in the 
duirch. He died August B, 1712, and was buried at Homing** 
ford. On his tombstone is reeorded a <mrious facti that he 
<^ tead a rnn^H Bngli^ Bible 121 times at his leisure." 
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We have next to ootiee an eminent inathein«ti6k»i and 
phjsieiaa, James Irwin, who was bom in 1684. Leaving* 
Christ's Hospital he proceeded to Trinily College, Cambridge, 
of which he was FtUowin 1711. In 1712 he edited " Vavenuis'^ 
Geography." Fojr many years Dr. Irwin was an aotrre member 
and Secretary of the Royal Society. He died in 1750, At the 
time of hie death he was Presid^i^ of the College of Physicians. 

The snlgect of our next memoir was JeraoiuahMarkland, one 
of the most erudite and tasteful critics of his day. He was bora 
in October, 169a In 1704 we find him a member of St. Bater's 
College, Cambridge. This really sptencBd scholar edited several 
of the cksmcs. A modem writer, speaking of Mr. Markland, 
says, that"f(M» naedesty, eandonr, litwary honesty, andcomv 
tisousness to other scholars, he has been considered as^the model 
whiQh ought to be proposed fw the imitation of every critic." 

Death pat an end to bis severe sn^rings from gout in July, 
1776, in the eighty-third year of his age. 

Mr. Dyer, in speaking of &e le«»ned men of Peter House, 
r^narks of Mr. MaaMand — ^^that he was net rich ; indeed 
always poor: but too proud to* be querulous; too fhigal to bo 
necessitous J or, if necessitous, only through being too benevol^it; 
Pr^rment was offered him in the church if he wouM take 
orders; and he twice refused the Greek Professorship ithen 
offered him.** 

In 1778 Paul Wright took the degree of Doctor of Divmity 
at Cambridge. He was the author and editor of numerous publi*> 
cations. He died at Oakley in 17@S. 

Thomas Pentycross, aft^'wards Bector of St. Mary's, Wal- 
Imgford, Berks, was bom in 1748. Whilst at school he f^pears 
to have been excesnvely fond of theatrical readings; indeed so 
much so, that he prevailed upon some of his pltqrmates to assist 
him m get^g up a dramatic parfiHTnaaeew Beings tt^ monitor, 
he ^^ercised a ooiusddepi&le degree of inifa^xce over ^he boya 
committed to his charge. The performances as arranged by 
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him took place at midnight; the little hoys of course heing* 
compelled to form an unwilling audience. When he was raised 
to the dignity of Grecian^ the player became merged into the 
preacher^ and in the latter character he was much more zealous 
to obtain hearers of his sermons than he had previously been in 
seeking applause as an actor. 

Mr. Pentycross was an enthusiast in everything which from 
time to time engaged his attention. He died in the sixtieth 
year of his age^ in February 1808. 

George Dyer^ a decidedly popular writer and agreeable poet^ 
was born in 1775. Leaving the school, he proceeded to 
Emanuel College; Cambridge. In a short thno; however; he 
left the College and joined the Dissenters. Curiously enough; he 
soon abandoned the Dissenters and became a political writer. 
Mr. Dyer's first engagement in London was as reporter of 
parliamentary debates. To his able pen we are indebted for 
many excellent works. 

Thomas Fanshaw Middletou; D.D.; Lord Bishop of Calcutta, 
entered Jesus CoUege, Cambridge; in 1792. Dr. Middleton was 
selected to preside over the ecclesiastical establishment in British 
India in 1814. 

We have now to mention the name of Samuel T. Coleridge, 
one, of the greatest men of his time. He was bom at Ottery 
St. Mary, Devon, in ].773. And yet' a perusal of the writings 
of Coleridge is nearly always accompanied with a species of 
dissatisfaction. As a boy at school his ideas were always 
bewildering, and it is not surprising that as a man the same 
spirit should more or less pervade his compositions. In 1794 
Mr. Coleridge published a volume of ^^ Juvenile Poems." The 
critics dealt lightly with this first essiEiy at the shrine of the 
Muses, and prophesied better works to come, — although they 
censured the obscurity of his language. Some little time after the 
publication of this volume of poems, Mr. Coleridge, and his friends 
Southey and Lovell, formed a scheme of emigration upon purely 
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Speucean principles. The setdeits were to hold all property in 
commoD;. and each man by turns was to legislate for the rest. 
It was proposed to settle on the banks of the Susquehanna. 
Curiously e^ough, . these adventurers were thrown into the 
society of three sisters^ by name Fricker; the mighty mider- 
taking of. colonisation was .therefore overturned. ^^ Amor non 
patitur moras" (love brooks no delays); and Mr. Coleridge; with 
his bridC; quietly settled at Nether Stowey; near Bridgewater. 
In 1798 Mr. Coleridge visited Germany; where he made acquaint- . 
ance with the celebrated authors^ Blumenbach and Klopstock. 
The latter complained of the . execrable translation into English 
of his ^^ Messiah;'.' and implored Mr. Coleridge to. imdertake 
to . translate some of the principal passages. Betuming . to 
England; Mr. Coleridge was engaged on the Morning Post 
newspaper; which he nianaged during the Addington Adminis- 
tration^ At this time he translated from the German of Schiller 
several popular dramas. * Mr. Coleridge; as appears from hid. 
sevjBral works, took very great interest in everything which 
concerned. Chrisf s Hospital. He died in 1884. 

Of all the blues who have been distinguished by learning or 
position; perhaps no one has obtained so much celebrity as 
Charles Lamb. From one of his essays we learn his birth-place. 
"Cheerful Crown Office Eow (Temple), place of my kindly 
engender." Thi& voluminous writer was bom in 1776. At the 
age of twenty-three years he published; in conjunction with 
Charles Lloyd; a volume entitled "Blank VerseS;" and in the 
same year, "A Tale of Rosamund Grey and Old Blind Margaret." 
In 1802; was published his tragedy of " John Woodville." Mr. 
Coleridge; in his own peculiar manner of expressing himself, 
criticised this performance of his friend; as " being a little too 
over-antique in the stylq."' 

Mr* Lamb next produced his delightful '^ Tales fit)m 
Shakspeare;" in twa volumes; and a year afterwards, in 1808, 
appeared ^^ Specimens of English Dramatic Poets."- Thes» 
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prodactions of his readj pea were qnickl j followed hy ^^ Essays 
of Elia" and otber& Charles Lamb^ James WiH, well known bj 
hia work on British India, and Hoole, the trandatoor of Tasso, 
were all three engaged as clet^ in the East India House. ^^ My 
printed works," said Lamb^ ^^wero my reefea^otts; my true 
w(»ksmay be fouad on the shelves in Leaden^l Street, filling 
ecmie hundred felios. " 

Charlea Lamb died in the same year (1884) as his friend 
Coleridge. 

Thomas SkinmerSnrr, author of ^^ Chrii^s Hosptal," a poem 
published in 1797, was engaged for many years at the Bank of 
Engkmd, and employed his leisure hours in writing several 
novels, as well as other works of a miseellaneous character. In 
1801 he puUished> *^ Refiitaticn of Certain Misrepresentations 
relative to the Nature and Influence ^f Bank Notes, and of the 
Stoppage of Specie at the Bank of England, upcm the Price of 
Provisions." 

The loIloifHng Imes are taken ^m his poem of ^ Christ's 
Hospital. " They wdl pamt the feelings, of a mother in leaving 
her dariingboy 



" Mark now the stripling his first thoughts eiaploj 
On his new Kr^ as a blue-coat-boy! 
Matild* Tiews him wilJi a mother** egres, 
JojTS that he stays— and yet to leave him— sighs. 
Tin he, of his new privileges proud, 
iFlies fronir hec ana8***8nd joins ^le ^ortive crowd: 
Then grateful, sorrowful, she h^nds her way, 
Cheer'd with Hope's vision of a future day ; 
Which gilds the ev'mng of her life with joy, 
When; he, whom now she leures a helpless bojv 
Mature in years and virtues shall arise 
To soothe the cares of age» and close her peaceful eyes." 

Charles Valentine Le Grice, upon quittii^ the sdiool, was 
^tered at Trinity College, Cambridge* In X794. appeared his 
first wcK'k, ^^ Tha Xmeun^ containing ^tlanomy, or the Art of 
Stkring a Fire;** this wa» qwicklj followed by the **Icaad," a 
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mock heroic, in imitatiaa of Horaoo. In 1796 was publisliedy 
"Analysis of Dr. Paley's Principles of Moral and Political 
Philosophy;" and in quick succession followed ^^ Thoughts on 
the Harvest," ^^ Daphnis and Chlo^" a pastoral novel, &o. &a. 
Two clever, and somewhat ingenious perfermanoes, ^ititled ^ A 
General Theorem for a Trmity Declamatioii," and ** Hints to 
Frenchmen," are ascribed to Mr. Le Gi^ce* James White, well 
known as the author of ^Original Letters^ &c« of Sii* John 
Falstaff and hisFiieads," was a gentleouui of ctmsid^*able talent 
and much wit. This work was very favourably reeeived by the 
pubUc. An editor referring to one of the letters from the 
chivalrous Knight to the Prince of Wides, remarks, ^' How say 
you, reader, do not these inventions smack of EastoheapP 
Are they not nimble, fugitive, evasive? Is not the humour 
of them elaborate, cogitabund, fa^nciful? Carry they not the 
true image and sc^erscnption of the father whieh begait t^em f 
Are they not steeped all over in charaoter-^-*subtle, pr<^ound^ 
tmctuous ? Is not here the very effigies pf the Knight ? Could 
a counterfeit Jack Falstaff come by these conceits? Or are yon, 
reader, one who delights to draich his mirth in tears ? Yon are^ 
or, pecadventui^, have been a lover ; a ^dismissed bachelor,' 
perchance, one that is 'lass-lorn.' Come, then, and weep over 
the dying bed of soch a one as thyself. Weep with us the death 
of poor Abraham Slender." . 

Very shortly after the appearance of these Letters on Falstafl> 
James White died, after a very short illness, in March 1820. 

The eminent engraver and portrait painter, Henry Meyer, 
was educated at Christ's Hospital. He evinced very early a 
predisposition for drawing, and for the sake of improvement was 
placed in the mathematical school. At the age of fifteen he was 
apprenticed to a chalk-engraver, but after serving many years 
to this branch of his profession, ho oimd out by sad experience, 
that it was not likely to prove of sufficient advantage to him 
either as an artist or in obtaining a livdihood* Under these 
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circumstances; he entered into another en^gement with a cele- 
brated mezzo-tinto engraver. 

In this second step fortune did not seem to favour him^ and 
it required all the native energy of his character to bear up 
under these accumulated disappointments. 

Mr. Meyer now turned his attention not only to engraving, 
but also to the publishing of hi^ own works. From this time 
the tide in his affairs took a favourable change. He was most 
successful with the numerous portraits that appeared under his 
direction. He engraved the magnificent edition of the British 
Grallery of Portraits, published by Cadell and Bavies ; as also 
the portrait of Dr. Yincent, which formed the frontispiece to 
Ackermann's *^ History of Westminster Abbey. "J 

Mr. Meyer's avocations as an engraver and publisher must 
have, undoubtedly, engrossed much of his time; nevertheless, 
he found leisure to indulge in his favourite study of portrait- 
painting. George Dyer, who was also a blue, sat to Henry 
Meyer for his portrait. He did this at the particular desire of 
his friend, with one reserve only, that Mr. Meyer should not 
bject to include in the picture, a portrait of his favourite dog 
Daphne. The painting was exhibited at the Koyal Academy 
in 1821. 

In the '^Gentleman's Magazine," Mr. Dyer referred to the 
circumstance in an amusing poem, with the first few lines of 
which we close this notice — 

" Meyer, I blush, I almost grieve to see 
Such waste of genius, in deciphering me, 
(One, who so little could your art bestead, 
Save on his shoulders that he had a head,) 
And, after all, get nothing for your pains. 
The pleasure, or the labour, all your gains ; 
, Though if you pleasure seek, you need no pelf, 
If labour, you have amply paid yourself. 
"For poor would be your pay, should I commend 
The faithfol artist, and the generous friend," 

The celebrated Edward Stillingfleet, Bishop of Worcester, 
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bom in 1635, upon leaving Christ's Hospital became rector of 
St. Andrew's, Holborn. He lived for many years in Park Street, 
Westminster. He possessed a splendid library of well-selected 
works. We find that, in 1699, Dr. Bentley wrote to his friend 
Evelyn, begging him ta meet Sir Christopher Wren, Sir Robert 
Southwell, and some other associates, to dine at Pontack's (at 
that time, a celebrated French eating-house in Abchurch Lane), 
to arrange for the purchase of Bishop Stillingfleet's library, on 
account of the Royal Society. 

In Swift's "Journal to Stella," we find mention made of Pon- 
tack's in the following terms : — "16th August, 1711. — I was 
this day in the City, and dined at Pontack's. ..... Pontack 

told us, although his wine was so good^ he sold it cheaper than 
others. He took but 7s. a flask. Are not these pretty rates ?" 

In Pepys' " Diary " occurs the following : — " January 16, 
1666-7. — Sir R. Ford tells me how the famous StiUingfleete, 
was a blue-coat boy." The good bishop died in 1697. 

Samuel Richardson, the author of " Clarissa Harlowe " and 
many other novels, was a blue. He was bom in 1689. Rich- 
ardson was a printer as well as an author. His ofiSce was 
situated in Salisbury Squlire, Fleet Street. It was formerly 
called Salisbury Court. In this court Richardson wrote his 
" Pamela." Goldsmith, for some time, attended at Richardson's 
printing-oflBce, in this neighbourhood, as his press-corrector. 
There are excellent poii;raits of Richardson and his wife in 
Stationers' Hall. Our novelist was master of the company in 
1754. His death took place in 1761. He was buried in St. 
Bride's, Fleet Street. 

A few years since, Richardson's master-piece, "Clarissa 
Harlowe," was translated into French, and dramatised. In 
Paris it was' played with the greatest success. Few English 
novels have enjoyed so much reputation in France as those of 
Richardson. 

The Rev. Thomas Mitchell, translator of the comedies of 
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Aristophanes^ was perhaps ooe of the best classics of his day* 
Haviog completed his studies as Grecian; he entered Sidney 
Sussex College, Oambridge, where he took his degree. The 
first TolttiRe of his translation of ArisAophaiies waa published 
in 1819. 

0^ the 19th of October, 1784, was bom James Henry Leigh 
Hunt, one of the most clever and agreeable of our modem 
writers^ He was related, on his mother^s side, to the late 
celebrated painter, Benjamin West His parents were both 
Americans. 

At the early age of 17, Mr. Hunt published his little 
work in 12mo — " Juvenilia, or Poems written between the 
Ages of Twelve and Sixteen." In 1808 appeared " Critical 
Essa}^ on the Performers of the London Theatres." The next 
year, be commentsed the editorship of tiie JSxaminer. Prose 
imd poetical wsorks followed each other in rapid succession*-^ 
indeed, Mr. Hunt is, and has been, % most inde&tigable writer. 
In the year 1819 speared the first iwtmber of the " Indicator," 
which, after eigibteen months' able management, was discontinued 
owing to the indisposition of the editor. 

Both Mr. Coleridge and Charles Lamb had left the fonnda- 
tion be&re Mr. Hunt became a blue. In all that Mr. Hunt has 
written and said of ChHsf e^Hospital, he displays an enthusiastic 
fondness ifor the school. 

In this slight i^ecch of eminent blues, I am compelled to 
omit many names ; but the following must be mentioned v — 

The £ev. James Boyer was the head classical master when 
Coleridge was in the school. Speaking of him, he saye, *^ He 
early moulded my taste to the preference of Demosthenes to 
Cicero— of Homer and Theocritus to Virgil— and, again, of 
Virgil to Ovid." 

The Rev. Arthur William TroHope, D.D, (fetOier of the 
present Rev. William Trollope, author of a very. clever and 
elaborate work on Chrisf s Hospital), was for many years head 
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classical master — a post that he filled until his deaths with 
great credit to himself, and much advantage to his pupils. He 
was succeeded by Dr. Greenwood, who was head-master in 1827. 

Sir Edward Thornton, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary at the Brazils, was at the same college as 
William Pitt. The friendship which there commenced was the 
means of procuring the interest of the great minister for the 
above-mentioned situation in the government service. 

Eobert Precious and George Godwin, Esqrs., being successful 
and rich merchants, became munificent benefactors to the school. 
The former was an active committee-governor for yeai*s. Mr. 
Precious died in 1810, in the 74th year of his age. 

The Rev. James Scholefield, for many yeai*s a writer to the 
'^ Quarterly Review." 

Henry Woodtborpe, Esq., appointed town-clerk to the city 
of London in 1801. 

George Norton, Esq., one of the city common pleaders. 

The Rev. Thomas Dale, dean of St. Paul's, one of the most 
Tiseftil ministers in the Church of England at the present day, 
is justly celebrated for his eloquence and fervour in the pulpit, 
and for his consistent conduct in private life. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The important season of Easter is held in great veneration at 

Christ's Hospital, and is anticipated with much pleasure by 

the boys; and this delightful portion of the year must be 

hailed with gratitude by all, in many respects. The winter, 

with its cold and dreariness, is fast declining before the vernal 

sun, and all Nature beams with smiles. New hopes are 

infused into each breast, and we seem to regain once more 

that redundancy of spirits so characteristic of beautiful spring. 

But who has written of spring like Thomson ? "Well might 

Lord Lyttleton say, that Thomson's works " contained no line 

which dying, he could wish to blot." How pleasantly the Poet 

of the Seasons has depicted spring : — 

"At last from Aries rolls the bounteous Sun, 
And the bright Bull receives him. — Then no more 
Th* expansive atmosphere is cramp'd with cold; 
Bnt, fall of life and vivifying soul, 
Lifts the light clouds sublime, and spreads them thin,. 
Fleecy and white, o'er all surrounding heav'n." 

At this time we bad a fortnight's holidays, commencing 
early in Passion, or, as we call it, clothing week. The first 
portion of the week was occupied in attendance at the "Ward- 
robe, to try on and receive our new clothes. The metal buttons 
reflected our ruddy cheeks like mirrors, and our girdles were 
blooming red; but a very little exposure to the atmosphere 
deadened the brilliancy of both. Any one not accustomed to 
this scene would be at a loss to understand why the smaller 
articles of dress, which the monitors distributed, were so search- 
ingly examined. It is considered good taste to select a well- 
stamped girdle, and the smallest of the caps. In the case of 
the latter, the little boys, of course, obtained the largest caps, 
theirs being nothing more than Hobson's choice. 

The ten leading boys of each ward wear a broader girdle as a 
mark of distinction. Many of the wearers of this badge of honour 
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secure for themselves a silver buckle^ and occasionally may be seen 
one set with brilliants. In our ward was left, as an heir-loom to 
the head monitor, ct perpetuite, a' very handsome silver girdle. 

Good Friday is observed with all the solemnity of the 
Sabbath. The play-ground, however, may be considered a 
species of Long-Champs in miniature. Each boy spadges about 
with his associates in new clothes ; and to admire or criticise, 
it must be confessed, is most certainly a portion of the day's 
occupation. A benefactor, with much generosity and some eccen- 
tricity, has established a curious ceremony on this day. It is that 
all boys who have attained the age of 13 years shall proceed to 
All Hallows' Church, Lombard Street, to hear a sermon, after 
which each boy is presented with a bag of plums and a penny. 
This odd business was stigmatised as ^* chanting for a penny and 
singing for a plum," To the best of my recollection, the whole 
proceeding was not very inspiriting. The church was cold) and 
nearly empty, the sermon long, and so undertoned that we heard 
little of it. Two respectable parishioners stood at the doors to* 
distribute the alms, in the shape of pennies and plums, and beyond' 
them, under the porch, was assembled a crowd of old men and 
women, ready and willing to receive the coppers; nor were they 
disappointed, for it was not deemed good taste to carry home* 
the money. On Easter Sunday the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs^ 
attend at Christ's Church, and on the Monday a grand 
ceremony takes place — ^that is to say, we thought it so, a» 
boys. We then proceeded, accompanied by the masters, 
steward, and beadles, to the Royal Exchange, waiting there- 
until we were summoned to the Mansion House. All being 
ready, the Lord "Mayor, Lady Mayoress, Sheiiflfe, Aldermen, 
and other City functionaries, joined the procession to Christ's 
Church, where a sermon is preached by one or other of the 
bishops, and an appropriate anthem is sung by the boys. To 
the breast of each boy is attached a label, on which are 
inscribed the words '^ He is risen." The service being con- 
cluded, his lordship and attendants return to the Mansion. 

H 2 
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House, to dixmer^-^tlke festlTities of the day being, closed bj 
music and danciog. The next ddj all is exciteiment again. I 
did not sleep mueb mj first Easter ^ve ; boing &esb from the 
country^ the hord Mayor's glittering state coach and other 
short-lived pageantry were too deeply impressed upon my mind. 
On Easter Tuesday we oiice more visited tiie Mansion House, 
but this time the matron, and nur8e8> not the masters, were our 
companions. Arriving at the Lord Mayor's residence, you are 
jostled on by the att^idants to the Venetian parlour, where the 
Lord Mayor is seated at a table, surrounded by his friends. 
Within reach of the donor is a large heap of new sliillings, one 
of which is given to each boy as he passes the table. The 
gratuity was formerly only sixpence. The history of some of 
these shillings is rather curious. Many boys of a prudent 
disposition save all the shillings whiel^ they received at Easter, 
and regard them with a kind of sacred superstition. Others, 
not being able to trust their own good intentions to preserve the 
coin as relics, very wisely remove the temptation of circulating 
the same by sending the shilUngs to then* friends. In some 
instances silver salt-spoons have been manufactured out of the 
money thus received. Carefully pocketing the new piece of 
silver, you are hurried on to a servant in livery, who hands you 
a bun, and just as you are meditating the delicious morsel, still 
being urged forward, another attendant presents you with a 
glass of wine. In a few moments you are in the street again, 
not knowing exactly in which direction to look for your com- 
rades. The whole affair is such a bustle that you are, especially 
the first time, quite bewildered. It is said that some of the 
boys have occasionally adroitly contrived to obtain two or 
more buns and a glaas of wine to correspond, but they must be 
indeed ingenious to manage it. After all this fiuster, the Lord 
Mayor and his Court again attend Christ's Church. The 
sermon on this occasion is preached by his lordship's chaplain 
However agreeable this cerenaony ntmy be to the boys, there is 
another of a much more interesting nature, which takes place 
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once a year. I allude to the visit of the mathematical bop to 
her Majesty^ at St. James^'s Palace^ where they present their 
drawings and charts for inspection^ 

The following very interesting account of this royal presenta- 
tion appeared in one of the weekly journals : — 

** One of the episodal scenes of her Majesty's drawing-room, on 
Thissday week, and bj no means the lea«t interesting ceremony of the 
day, was the presentation of certain scholars of Christ's Hotpital to the 
notice of the Sovereign, For this high honour are annually selected forty 
of the 'mathematical boys ' of the foimdatioB, ulio, on the first drawing- 
room day of the season are conveyed in coaches to St. James's Palace, 
and are there presented ta her Mijesty, when, attended by the president 
and other officers of the school^ they exhibit f^eir charts to the Sovereign, 
with feelings that can be better imagined than described. They are then 
presented with the gratuity of eight guineas from the regal purse, which sum 
is divided among the ten bovs who leave the school in the year ; and formerly, 
to this amount, other members of the J^oyal Family adaed smaller sums. 

".On the illness of George the Third these pfesentations were diseon-^ 
tinned; but the Governors of the Hospital, nevertheless, paid £1 3s., the 
ordinary amount received by each, to every boy on quitting ; and the total 
exceeds the amount received by about £2 lOs. 

** The practice of receiving the children was revived by the late King 
William the Fourth, who, from his predilectioii for the sea, examined the 
charts presented by the boys, and bestowed a passing note of commenda- 
tion wherever he recognised merit. 

" Her present Majesty, too, is known to take especial interest in the 
welfare of this magnificent foundation, and has recently presented to the 
treasury the sum Sf iBl,000. 

« The mathematical school is, but a ' ward ' of Christ's Hospital; 
though it is an important integer of 'the noblest institution in the 
world.' It was the first addition to the foundation after the Gbreat Fire. 
It originated with Sir Robert Clayton, then Xiord Mayor, and who had 
himself been a con^derable benefactor; and at whose suggestion Kins 
Charles the Second, on the 19^ of August, 1676, granted a seccmd 
charter, allowing ^1,000 a year, for seven years, to establish a mathema- 
tical school for forty boys, and an annuity of ^970 lOsw, payable at the 
Exchequer, for the especial purpose of educating and placing out yearly 
ten boys in the sea service. But the worthy Lord Mayor liberally 
fc^owed up the Kmg's munificenoe, for in 1675 he rebuilt the somth 
front of the ward, at a cost of ^7,000. 

" It wa» again rebuilt in 1832, from the designs of the architect of the 
Hospital, the late Mr. Shaw: it is comprised in the same edifice with the 
grammar school, and both make an elegant structure, adorned with statues 
of Charles the Seeond and Edward the Sixth. 

'* Lest this mathematical school should fail for want of boys properly 
qualified to supply it, one Mr. Stone, a governor, left a legacy to maintain 
a subordinate mathematical school of twelve boys: .this is called ' Stone's 
School,' and here the younglings are prepared for reception into the 
King's wiurd, as the upper sdiool is ealled. 

" Previous to his leaving the latter school, each boy is examined by a 
board of the Trinity House, having pas^d whidh, and received testimo- 
nials of his good conduct, he is piresented with a watch, as a reward, 
worth from £9 to £13, in addition to an outfit of clothes, books, mathe- 
matical instruments, a Gtmter's scale, qtiadrant, and sea-chest." 
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The next pageant which we will attempt to describe comes 
under the denomination of public suppers. These occasions are 
greeted with much pleasure by the boys, not because there is 
anything beyond the usual bill of fare, bread and butter, but at 
these times the Great Hall is crowded with visitors, and presents 
a very animated appearance. The public suppers take pjace 
every Sunday evening, from March to Easter. The admission 
is by a governor's, steward's, or master's ticket ; and the demand 
for these orders of admission is very great. 

At the top of the hall cross and side seats are arranged for 
the visitors, according to their rank. Sometimes the Lord 
Mayor and Sheriffs attended, and I have occasionally observed 
members of the aristocracy and foreigners of distinction. 

The usual prayers antecedent to the supper having been 
read, the boys betake themselves to their frugal meal. On these 
evenings the butter is moulded into a floral pat, and the candle- 
sticks are decorated. If you are hungry, as boys mostly are, 
little heed is given to the elegance of the butter pat. It seemed 
to me that in the second process the butter lost weight. Whilst 
the boys are busily engaged in their evening repast the visitors 
jpromenade the spacious hall. 

Arranged at some eighteen tables, your eyes rest upon rows 
of healthy and happy boys, in earnest combat with the eatables 
before them ; and then interspersed between the forms are seen 
visitors going and coming, some chatting with their blue-coat 
relatives, and others gazing in silent admiration at the pleasant 
scene. Many of the visitors have probably been educated in the 
school, and at the very moment they are engaged in the 
ceremony, must feel an inward satisfaction that they can now 
render grateful homage to a foundation in which they have been 
reared, by adding to its funds. "What can be more satisfactory 
for a blue-coat boy, who has honourably acquired wealth, than 
becoming a benefactor? There are many ways of doing good, 
and it is a mistake to suppose that the beggar in rags is most 
deserving of relief. Without saying that too much is done in 
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the way of charity for the very poorest, is it not evident that 
too little is proposed and carried out for the benefit of a class 
who, although equally poor, take pains to hide and, better still, 
to conquer their poverty? Christ's Hospital deserves the 
gene^us support which it commands, because it extends the 
arm of help to those who can appreciate and really benefit by it. . 
After supper an anthem is sung by the boys, and very admirably 
they manage it. As a matter of course the singing-master 
selects and tutors the best voices, some for the choir, and a few 
BS solos. When I formed one of the chorus, the grandson of 
the celebrated Incledon was il prima tenore. Before the 
anthem commenced, the organist was very careful to supply his 
leading singers with clarifiers of the voice in the shape of barley- 
sugar, and oftentimes we stole up into the organ gallery to 
smuggle, if possible, a portion of the dainty. The anthem being 
finished, and the poor organist relieved from his anxiety, the 
bowing round commenced. This parade may be called the 
important event of the evening. The various wards, headed by 
the nurses and monitors, form themselves into ranks. The 
bearers, not of standards, but of the bread-basket, knife-basket, 
table-cloths, water and beer cans, salt, bowls, and the smallest . 
boys carrying the candlesticks, are ingeniously interspersed. 
When the Lord Mayor is present he presides, otherwise one of 
the governors takes the chair. The music commences, and the pro- 
cession moves on, the boys, two and two, bowing before the chair. 
This bowing-round occupies nearly an hour and closes the cere- 
mony. It was very amusing on Saturday evenings to witness the 
rehearsal of the following night's performance. We then placed 
a poker on the floor, and marching straight up to it, bowed to 
any presiding genius, and sometimes indeed to an empty chair. 
- We have attempted to delineate the leading ceremonies in 
which the boys are assisted by the governors, masters, and 
steward ; we will now give a few particulars of the great event 
amongst the boys themselves, which took place at Christmas. 
What a host of agreeable remmiscences overwhelm the 
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mind at the bare sound of the word Christmas ! Wbai a season 
it is for enjoyment^ not of that natiure which cratres eyerjthing 
in selfishness, but the desire to distribute Uessii^s among^^t our 
fdilow-ereatures. If there is any moment dnrieg the com'se of 
the year in which the morose and restless miser fieels the 
slightest inclination to be generous, it is at Christmas. How 
little is to be envied the wealth of such a man! Undotjll^jedlJ 
the miser has his own peculiar pleasure, for there must be some 
satisfaCtioD, however morbid, in the mere hoardiog of pelt' : ha 
feels an unexplained delight in the possession of what myriads 
are ever risking body and soul to obtain. Man has been 
eternally jostled between fame and gold. The miser ^ calmly 
regard^ the struggling crowd, and looks ot. with indifTerence 
when thousands are daily ruining oihers and being ruined. 
Some there are who seem to labour on from day to day as if 
increase of wealth would gain for them an immortality to enjoy 
it, foi^etting how their strength, is exhausted in its attainment. 
Is it wise, is it right to be so gracing? 

The yule log on the cheerful fire, and the merry song and 
dance have charms for me, and I grieve to see from year to 
year the festivities of Christmas, once so eharacteristiaof Merrie 
England, fidling into disuse. Could anything be more praise- 
W(»rthy than the Excellent custom of entertaining friends and 
neighbours at this joyous season, not forgetting the poor? In 
these degenerate days of cautious calculation, some remnants of 
the good old times remain. There are still some fine old halls 
where the holly and misseltoe are displayed, and tables on which 
the baron of beef and the never-to-be-forgotten plum-pudding are 
invitingly placed, to say nothing of the merry peals of laughter 
around the flowing bowl. Christnaas-day has two distinctive cha^ 
racteristics at Christ's Hospital, as indeed it should have every- 
where ; the one of a religious and the other of a mirthful naturew 
Both morning and afternoon we attended ehttroh, filling np iA» 
intervals with religious exercises as on Sundays ; but at 5 o'olodc 
he devotional portion of the day ended, and then commenced in 



CHlM^lMkS FEaTIVXTIES.. 109 

Tigkt earnest the preparations for the OTening festivities^ which 
took place in the wards. On this occasion alone all differences 
of station were put aside. Nurses^ monitors, head-boys^ and 
juniors, all blended for ^ few hours in one mirth-seeking company. 
With a view of giving great eclai to. our festivQ scene each 
boy exercised his utmost inLfluence with his friends to obtain a 
good parcel, and the s^Ueation in few instances was in vain^ as 
the appearance of the Jine of taUes proves. Here you observe 
a smoking hot goose, there an apple-pie ; on one side figures a 
cold turkey and ham, k^ in countenance by a pigeon-pie. 
Once I renaember seeing a baked sucking-{»g, such a one as 
Chjffles Lamb would have eyed with ecstacy.* Plum-puddings, 
mince-pies, oranges, nuts, almonds and rai^its, figs and grapes, 
all crowded togethei* in the most admired disorder. Occasionally 
British wine would make its appearance, although nothing of 
this nature is allowed. Our plan was to place evei^ything upon 
the tables, and to invite everybody tQ be a guest. There were 
always sc«ne poor fellows who could not contribute to the feast, 
but they were permitted to help themselves as freely as the 
most liberal subscriber. The appearance of the wards at those 
times was really cheering, and also very tastefully arranged 
Pictiure to yourself every nook and coiner of the ward decorated 
with variegated candles and evergreens. The candlesticks were 
adorned with the most fantastic devices in tinsel and wax. 
From the roof were suspended flags and banners. At a given 
signal, the lighting up, as it was termed, commenced, and soon 
afterwards the work of demolition — the latter with an earnestness 
thatwa^ quite unmistakeable; indeed most of the bojs fast all 
day, in anticipation of the evening grub feast. This general 
fasting of the boys on Christmas-day contributes much to the 
benefit of the poor, who daily flock in large jiumbers to receive 
the fragments that are brought down from the hall. Nothing 
is served up a 'second time at Christ's Hospital, ^d, conse- 
quently, much remains for distribution amongst the needy 

* See ^Eflsaya of Elifl." 
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applicants. I have often lingered about at these gatherings of 
the poor, with their yarious jugs and plates^ and enjoyed the 
delight of witnessing so many poor creatures the recipients of 
temporary support. These are deeds that ennoble an institution 
— ^these are the daily practices at Christ's Hospital ! 

But to return to our jovial companions in the wards. At 
the conclusion of the grub feast began the sports and pastimes^ 
about which; no doubt^ the antiquarian Strutt would have found 
something worthy of record- — ^blind-man's-buflF, hunt-the-slipper, 
forfeits^ and a host of nondescript amusements occupied the time. 
Such fun — such perfect freedom from all restraint characterised the 
evening's amusements till ten o'clock, at which hour the monitor's 
bell rung. Just the last hour all abandoned themselves to the 
most extravagant fiin and frolic. Good humour reigned around ; 
and it was considered dreadfully bad taste to exercise any bullying 
propensities or tyrannical rule on Christmas-night. Jokes — prac- 
tical jokes — all must be' endured with a smile. At the height of 
the amusement some one generally contrived to hear the bell, 
which we would willingly have muffled : no doubt the nurse lis- 
tened carefully for its sound. Once more appears the establishment 
of discipline. "Our revels now are ended." The fast declining 
candles, one by one, are extinguished, and the tired guests are 
quickly hushed in soundest sleep. So ends Christmas-day. 

"Let me have leave to remember," says Charles Lamb, "the 
festivities at Christmas, when the richest of us would club our 
stock to have a gaudy day, sitting round the fire replenished to 
the height with logs; and the penniless, and he that could 
contribute nothing, partook 'in all the mirth, and in some of 
the substantialities of the feasting : the carol sung by night at 
that time of the year, which, when a young boy, I have so often 
laid awake from seven (the hour of going to bed) till ten, when 
it was sung by the older boys and monitors, and have listened 
to, in their rude chanting, till I have been transported to the 
. fields of Bethlehem, and the song which was sung at that season 
by the angels' voices to the shepherds." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Two years after my admissioir to the London school^ occurred the 
cu*ciimstance of Dr. Lloyd's examination of all the boys^ with a 
view to eradicate that most unpleasant and troublesome disease^ 
ringworm. We have discussed the proceeding in Chapter III., 
and it now only remains for me to describe the ultimatum of the 
persecution to which the ill-fated number sentenced by the 
doctor were subjected. All means of conquering the disease in 
London having failed, it was considered prudent to try a change 
of air, and so we were transported to Hertford. I well recollect 
the glorious excitement and fun which attended our transit into 
the country. There were nearly 100 of us condemned by the 
doctor to try the curative effects of a change of air. The final 
arrangements being completed, and the day appointed for our 
journey, we awaited with peculiiar curiosity the spring vans in 
which we were to be conducted to our new location^ Crowded 
together in these vehicles, we did not care about the inconve- 
nience, but joked and laughed under our calamity as only 
school-boys can. 

We were treated very well on the road, for at Cheshunt, to 
our great surprise, bread and cheese and table-beer were distri- 
buted with a liberal hand. Moreover at this spot we were 
permitted to ramble in the fields for at least an hour. It may be 
easily conceived how boys who had not beheld anything but 
bricks and mortar for some months would rush firantically about 
upon the green sward. We scampered here and there, ran races, 
jumped the hedges and ditches, and in the latter contrived to 
dye our yellow stockings a rich mud-colour. Our arrival at 
Hertford was quite an event, for no such occurrence had ever 
before taken place. To leave Hertford for London was an every- 
day proceeding, but for a London boy to return to the country 
school was something quite imusual. As elder boys, we were 
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of course, immediately chosen monitors, readers, and, in short, 
pounced upon to fiU every official capacity, greatly to the chagrin 
and discomfort of the junior boys. I had the honour to be 
appointed one of the hall readers, and in the pride of my new 
station, 1 made an effort to eclipse all my predecessors. Although 
the steward approved of my reading, he much offended my 
dignity by saying, " Another time do not preach so." 

The institution is situated at the London Boad end of 
Hertford, near the railway station. The present bxdldings were 
erected about the year 1690, and possess a very interesting 
appearance when regarded from the street. On either side, a 
row of buildings, called the Wards or Dormitories, and in front 
of them a beautiful line of trees, gave to the play-ground a 
cheerful aspect. * Opposite to the gates stands the Writing- 
school, a commodious but unpretending structure, very well 
adapted, however, for the purpose of a school-room. Adjoining 
this building is the dining-hall, where the boys take their meals. 
Several of the masters and officers reside on the foundation, as 
I before stated. The Hertford school is quite a different kind of 
place from the London institution. The studies, amusements, 
and general conduct of the boys are of a nature peculiar to the 
place. The studies are, of necessity, very elementary, and 
suited to the age of the boys ; but the amusements, guided by 
the advantage of a large field, are much more healthful and 
, invigorating. Many of us that left London to visit Hertford for 
the first time considered the field to be a great luxury. How we 
revelled in a good game of cricket and kite-flying, — games in 
Lcmdon perfectly unattainable. Among the many curious 
customs in vogue with the boys at Hertford, was one which I 
believe is peculiar to blues ; it is the odd notion of making Oaves 
and depositing within them knives, tops, coins, pencil-cases, 
fiivourite marbles, and other trinkets. When a boy is about to 
leave Hertford for London, he seeks for a quiet nook, and there 
deposits whatever he has arranged shall be left behind. The 
knowledge of this weakness caused us to keep a sharp look-out 
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for earth-diggers, when a batch of boys was to be tranq>orted 
to London. As soon as our playmates were safely seated in the 
coach, off we scampered to the field, and began exploring for booty. 
In turning up recent excavations, we sometimes brought to light 
knives and other articles, which bore the marks of having been in 
sepulture for many years. Curiously enough, we never found any 
document which would lead to the date of entombment. 

Yidding to la mode, I confess that my cave was prepared 
with much care, being arched over with pieces of slate frame, 
and carefully lined with broken platters and card-board. I 
wonder whether the wooden sarcophagus has been broken into, 
and if so, whether the resurrectionist slept soundly the next 
night after committing such an act of depredation. 

The town of Hertford has always borne the reputation of 
being very political, and indeed qxtelque chose de plus. Our pro- 
vince is not to speak of free and independent electors, but 
simply to detail a circumstance which exceedingly amused us 
boys, and which arose from the great and continued excitement 
in the town, caused by a general election. The enthusiasm of 
party-feeling for popular candidates carried many of the voters 
to most unwarrantable lengths, and in some instances much 
mischief ensued, not to mention the great amount of ill-feeling 
that was disseminated. It is melancholy to witness the rancour 
of party against party displayed at a contested election in a 
small country town. At Hertford the Whigs most cordially 
hated the Tories, whilst the Radicals, being go-ahead fellows, 
considered opposition as their own peculiar element. 

As an instance of party spiiit, I will mention the pulling 
down of the blue-coat boys : I mean the leaden figures on the 
columns at the entrance gates. These images were, in a most 
dastardly manner, wrenched from their pedestals during the 
night, and being made of lead, their fall did not awaken the 
porter at the lodge. In the morning, to his dismay, he saw the 
images on the ground broken and defaced. I need scarcely add 
how much the Conservative feelings of all the officers in the 
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foundation were outraged by this malicious act. A mischievous, 
unimportant, and somewhat ludicrous trick was played off 
upon a public functionary who somewhat unwisely painted the 
palings in front of his house blue, — that being the colour of the 
Tories. As might be suspected, this act was not likely to escape 
the attention of some wag on the opposition. One morning the 
palings were very neatly painted buff and blue, the colours of 
the Radicals^ to the intense disgust of the official. Seeing and 
hearing so much of elections without the gates, it was very 
natural that we should be desirous of trying a game at mock 
election amongst ourselves. The fii*st difficulty was, whom to 
select as candidates, and ^ter much discussion the choice fell 
upon M. and myself. We were great chums, and on this account 
more particularly were we for the nonce put in opposition, the 
one to the other. As our election lacked the reality of a 
Whig and Tory struggle, so we escaped the ill-feeling which 
mostly attends it. We were, if possible, greater friends than 
ever. The formula of a real election was all gone through most 
rigidly, and for three days the canvassing was carried on with 
gi*eat spirit. I am not prepared to say that there was an entire 
absence of bribery and corruption — those indispensable adjuncts 
of all elections, — for certain vacillating voters might have been 
seen hanging about the cake shops, to have their consciences set 
at rest, and their scruples removed by sundry puffs and ginger- 
bread nuts. We polled every boy in the foundation, and some, 
I suspect, twice.* We actually dragged to the hustings one or 
two invalids from the infirmsury, and made them pass through the 
mimic ordeal of respectable bm*gesses. It has been said that dead 
men have recorded, or rather have had their votes recorded ; 
nor does it seem to me at all unlikely. This kind of thing, 
however, was quite beyond our means at command. I am sure 
the masters and nurses enjoyed the fun as nnjich as we did : the 
latter, assisted by their daughters and servants, actually made 
for us flags and banners. At four o'clock, pro format the poll 

• See Hogarth's Election. 
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closed in my favour by a very few votes. Then followed the 
speeches, and a vote of thanks to the recorder. Arrangements 
were now made for the chairing^ but, although I was flattered 
by the support of my school-fellows, I did not consider it prudent 
to have them for supporters in any other than a verbal manner. 
An election without the pageant of chairing was quite out of the 
question ; so to crown the folly of the whole proceeding, the 
defeated candidate was carried round the buildings upon tiie 
boys' shoulders, whilst I walked triumphant at the head of the 
procession. Like senators, we talked of the election and our 
constituents also, but soon forgot both. 

One Saturday afternoon, during a severe frost, a psurty of us 
having worn out our snow slides, went in search of new ice, and 
outside the gates we saw some town boys amusing themselves in 
right good earnest. Here was an opportunity which we could 
not think of losing, so without much deliberation we rushed into 
the street, and driving away the rightful owners, took possession 
of the slide. In the midst of our fun we were brought to an 
uncomfortable stand-stQl, by the arrival of the steward. Here was 
a situation very dramatic, no doubt, but anything but pleasant. 
Betreat was out of the question, so with dignified composure we 
capitulated. The steward said but little, but ordered us all 
to appear at his table before breakfast on Monday. This event 
occurred at the commencement of the Christmas holidays. 

The dreaded morning arrived, and we presented ourselves at 
the tribunal. A scrutiny took place with a view of detecting 
the ringleader, which, however, was fruitless. With a sarcastic 
smile upon his countenance, the steward delivered judgment, to 
the effect that we were, each and all of us, to learn the whole 
Epistle of St. Paul the Apostle to Philemon. Terrified at what 
wo imagined a most severe task, we hurried from the hall 
immediately after grace had been said, and searched our Bibles 
for the aforesaid epistle. Our countenances brightened up when 
we discovered that this formidable epistle consisted only of one 
chapter. By dint of a little application; we were prepared 
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to repeat the task next momiag. I faacied that the steward 
smiled when he asked us if the epistle consisted of one chapter only. 
Beneath the Writing-schools were lai'ge vanlta, in which 
the winter supply of potatoes was carefully stowed away. 
The custodian of these regions^ dark and drear, was an old 
man, whose temper had not been improved by the {Nraotieal jokes 
so often played upon him by the boys. His position in the 
foundation was not an enviable one — ^poor man ! every body 
appeared to take advantage of him. However, it was one of 
his many duties to stow away and take care of the winter supply 
of potatoes. Now, one Saturday afternoon, a few of us agreed 
to make up a marauding party, for the purpose of taking some 
spoil ill the shape of potatoes. For some days we watched the 
going and coming of the ke^er and his attendants — all this 
reminded us of the story of the Forty Thieves. The next under- 
taking was to explore the peculiar position of the potato stacks, 
and to make ourselves acquainted with the nooks and corners of 
these subterranean chambers. 

The appointed day amved, and our party assembled at the 
mouth of the cave, eager for the attempt. Lots were cast as to 
who should actaally seize the booty. I should mention, that the 
cellar was in total darkness, excepting at a remote comer, where 
might have been seen a small circle of light emitted from the 
rays of two miserable candles, which were evideudy suffering 
from an insufficient supply of oxygen. Seated on the ground 
were two or more busy occupants selecting the potatoes for the 
Sunday's dinner. It required some searching before you could 
discover the dim outlines of the cu^todiitn and his assistants. 
Our smuggling crew consisted of six boys, who were disposed as 
follows : — ^two were stationed on guard at the entrance to the 
cave, two were to extinguish the candles, whilst the remaining 
pair were to pocket the potatoes, and decamp as fest as possible. 
Nothing could have suotoeeded better. By a well-directed aim, 
the candles were both^extlnguished and the booty seized before 
the astonished ceHar-men could collect their scattered .senses* 
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Such, indeed, was the consternation produced among them, 
that they stumbled up and down amongst the potatoes, and so 
afforded all six of us an opportunity of filling our pockets. 
When we had reached the extreme end of the field, we sat down 
to divide the spoil. Of course there was a xerj great hue-and- 
cry about the affair, although we always thought little pains 
were taken to trace the culprits. The audacity and success of 
the undertaking, no doubt, had their weight in shielding the 
depredators. 

In graver matters, it frequently happens that men are heroes 
or knaves in proportion to their success or' failure. I do not 
wish it to be understood that the morale of our little smuggling 
expedition was quite correct ; but judge it lightly, dear reader 
— boys will be boys. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

GASISB PECULIAB TO BLUB-COAT BOTB— 8UOOBSTION8 POB OTHXB ENTEHTAININO 

1270 uxBTRVcnvm AXusEMBirrs. 

'MQiime bene 

Sine poena 
Tempos est Indendi 

Yenit bora 

Absque mora 
Libros deponendi." 

Perhaps no boys so thoroughly enjoy their games and sports 
as the blues. The eagerness to excel each other is a great 
incentive to increased assiduity, whether in or out of school, at 
all large public establishments. The different wards keep 
together in their amusements, excepting, as it occasionally hap- 
pens, there might take place a trial of strength or adi*oitness 
between two of them. The favourite games at Hertford were 
cricket and kite-flying : in London, hockey, prisoners* base, and 
hopping-over. To diflferent seasons of the year peculiar games 
are appointed ; thus, marbles in May, whipping tops and long- 
ropes in September, hockey in March, and so on. 

The boys are very grand upon the subject of marbles, and some 
skilful or lucky players become absolute merchants in them, 
being the possessors of hundreds, — ^in some instances, thousands. 

When the marble season commences this commodity is very 
scarce, but towards its termination you may purchase almost 
any number of marbles for a penny. Now is the time to specu- 
late, and buy up the market for the next spring. This some 
long-sighted boys contrive to do each year, thereby making 
quite a little income. It is not an uncommon circumstance 
for boys to form a joint-stock concern, accumulate a large number 
of marbles, and then to allow agents so many in each dozen for 
all they can win with stock provided by the general concern. 
Sometimes our agents would win largely, but at other times a 
company has been ruined by reckless trading. Some of these joint- 
stock concerns would have a floating capital of many thousands. 
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Gtimbling in marbles, or, indeed, in any other way, was strictly 
prohibited -, but keen as the beadles were, we eluded their vigilance. 
Leap-frog", beat the bear, and fly the garter are unlawful 
games, and very properly so, for under any circumstances, they 
are dangerous, particularly so when played at upon a stony 
or gi*avel surface. It is not pretended that these games were 
eschewed by the boys, for upon the ordinary principle of han- 
kering after forbidden frUit, we seized every possible chance 
of playing at them when the beadles were absent. Having once 
made up our minds at any time to do a little fly the garter, we 
selected a secluded spot, and appointed a scout to watch the 
beadles. Their approach was duly telegraphed, and in a moment 
we were all busy with the most harmless games conceivable. 
Our looker-on, as he passed, would eye us with a most suspicious 
leer, and sometimes even pretended to take down our names ; 
but unless the lynx-eyed orderly happened to take us in articulo 
Itidendi, he did not care to interfere. Besides the out-of-door 
games, we had the usual in-dpor amusements of forfeits, odd and 
even, &(5, (fee. Cards, draughts, chess, and backgammon are non- 
allowable. I cannot pass over this subject without referring to 
one cloister game, which seems peculiar to blue-coat boys ; it is 
called " good books,"* and is played by five boys in the following 
manner : — Five pieces of paper of exactly the same size and 

* It is just possible that the game of good books may have derived 
its ori^u from the circumstance of Cyrus, King of Persia, being chosen a 
king, in sport, by his play-fellows, when he was only ten years old. 
Herodotus, Book I., 114, chronicles that the boy king, "drest in a little 
brief authority," scourged a nobleman's son for disobeying his orders. 
Vide also Justini Historiae Philippicae, Lib. I., Cap. V., Mox rex inter 
tudentes forte delectus, &c. &c. In the story of Ali Cogia in the 
'^ Arabian Nights' Entertainments," something analogous to the game of 
good books may be seen. The Caliph was anxious to discover what game 
80 much interested some ten or twelve children playing by moonlight.. 
He sat down, therefore, upon u bench, and listened to the prattle of one 
of the liveliest of the group. The child said, " Come, let ns play at the 
cadi— I will be the cadi. Bring Ali Cogia and the merchant who 
defrauded him of his gold before me." Now the child sat down with all 
the gravity of a cadi, whilst another, acting as an officer of the court, 
presented the plaintiff and defendant. The case proceeds—judgment is 
given — and the children, clapping their hands with a great deal of joy, 
seize upon the criminal,' and bear him off to execution. 

I2 
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appearance are procured^ and on eaeh is written one or other of 
these words — Rex, Judex, Opifex, Fur, aad Castigator ; they are 
then carefully folded so as to prevent the possibility of guessing* 
what is written. The five pieces of paper are at a grve^ signal 
thrown into the air, and each boy seizes one. The lucky holder 
of Rex (the king) calls forth Judex (the judge), to give instructions 
to Opifex (tlie watchman), to seize Fur (the thief), who is con- 
demned by thejudge to receive so many strokes acrosis the hand, 
administered by Castigator (the flogger). Collusion ip this game 

is sometimes practij^ed, and then woe-betide the unfortunate 
holder of Fur. Gould the origin of this game be traced, no 
doubt it would be very curious. 

" By sports like these are all their eares beguiled." 

Within the last fifty years Christ's Hospital, has been 

I'ebuilt, and now very little of the Grey Friars remains. 

Many new arrangements for the comfort of the boys have 

been introduced; amongst others, the antiqual^d wooden bowls 

and trenchers have given place to the much more comfortable 

blue delf basins and plates, on which the arms of the foundation 

are emblazoned. The introduction of crockery, for wooden 

plates, must have sadly interfered with the popular amuse* 

ment amongst the boys, of balancing and spinning round and 

round these articles, to the great horror of nurses and servants. 

In the diet, too, very laudable changes have taken place; 

amongst others, salad is allowed, when in seasan,r— a luxury 

quite unheard of a few years back. It is not necessary to 

enumerate the many more aalutary changes as regards the 

comfort of the boys, all of which reflect great credit upon the 

governors. It is really extremely gratifying to any one who 

has been educated at Christ's Hospital, some few years back, to 

witness the increased comforts so liberally dispensed throughout 

the present management of the foundaticm. Gi^eat judgment 

is always required in making reforms, but, nevertheless, frcnn 

time to time they must be made. In a former fsxt of tbis slight 

sketch of a foundiUioQ with which my early reminiscences are 
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felended, I liave ventured to suggest a few cbanges, not in any 
spirit of undue interference, but purely with a view to the 
general improvement of the establishment. The governors 
have lately introduced the study of the French language, the 
acquisition of which, to boys, in our days, is of the greatest 
utUity. Would it not be advisable to make the study of modem 

. languages more prominent in the education of the boys ? Would 
it not be more consonant with the wishes of many of the parents, 
that the cladHieal studies should be made subservient to the 

- commercial ? Undoubtedly, in the case of boys destined for 
the Church, the classics must have the first place ; but still we 
would not have passed h'ghtly over modem languages, history, 
geography, and elementary instmction in the arts and sciences. 
At present but few of the boys have an opportunitj of study- 
ing French, but it is hoped that very soon arrangements will be 
made for the junior classes to receive instraction in this im- 
portant language, which. will, moreover, vary agi^eeably with 
the every-day Latin and Greek readings^ 

The study of G-erman would also prove an exedlent addition 
to the usual routine of school exercise. A large number of boys, 
educated at Christ's Hospital, are destined to become derks 
and assistants in banking and mercantile houses, and to them 
a knowledge of the modern languages is highly necessary. 

In order to engender amongst the boys a taste for the arts 
and sciences, it would be as well if occasional lectiares were 
delivered upon the most popular subjects, such as astronomy, 
chemistry, the steam-engine, electricity, optics, and others, 
bearing upon the wonderful laws of nature. Lectures upon 
these subjects, accompanied by experimental apparatus and 
diagrams, would be interesting and instractive. All these 
form a portion of education in our days, and should not be 
overlooked at Christ's Hospital; and I trust t^at the govemors 
will see the necessity of adopting some measures to put in 

' force these suggestions. Under the present system, a blue-coat 
feoy, when ho leaves the school, at the age of 16 years 
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although he may be well grounded in Latin and Greek^ and^ 
perhaps, writing and arithmetic, will be found lamentably 
deficient in a knowledge of the subjects to which I have 
alluded. Indeed the boy is anything but au courant with a 
youth of his own age who has been educated at a respectable 
collegiate or boarding school. Nothing is so likely to induce 
habits of careful reading as attendance upon lecttures ; besides, 
it is a most delightful method of imparting instructi<m. 

From time immemoiial blue*coat boys have* possessed the 
privilege of inspecting the Tower of London, to which circum- 
stance Charles Lamb so amusingly refers ;— 

« We were in the habit of making up parties, on leave days, to Tisit the 
interior of this interesting fortress. The menagerie, which has been for 
some years closed, was, of coarse, the most attractive to our youthfol 
tastes. Many an agreeable afternoon have I passed in watching the 
habits of the animals, playing with the monkeys, and listening to the 
remarks of the visitors. Then, again, the Jewel Office was a grand sight 
for a boy. Only think of being within a few feet of the Crown jewels!" 

But, again, the horse armoury, how interesting and in- 
structive! It was in this place that we studied our History ef 
England* In the grammar school our attention was directed in 
toto to Latin and Greek. Who does not recollect the transparency 
of Tilbury Fort, and Queen Elizabeth in the attitude of moimt- 
ing her chai^r? How formally, yet tastefully, the guns and 
pistols were arranged, and what an array of swords and pikes ! 
It required some care to prevent oneself from stumbling against 
the pyramids of cannon balls, arranged in lines, in the somewhat 
dark and dreary ground-floor warehouses. As boys,our reflections 
were on glorious war — as men of the present day, we, with 
chastened hearts, rather return thanks for the blessings of peace. 

A visit to the Tower is no doubt still appreciated by the 
blue-coat boy; but I would propose something more. I would 
recommend to the notice of the governors such places in the 
metropolis where amusement and instruction are blended. 
Surely it would not be impracticable to make arrangements for 
the boys to visit, from time to time, the British Museum, the 
Ifatioxud Gallery, the Zoological Gardens, the Polytechnic, and 
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many otber places of a similar description. It is not enougli to 
say that the boys have an opportunity of visiting these places 
on leave-day, with their friends. I would suggest that certain 
days be appointed on which the boys should go, accompanied 
by persons qualified to explain the various objects presented to 
their attention* The little expense and trouble arising from 
th&se visits ought not to weigh against the invaluable benefit 
which the boys would derive from them. 

As boys, we had some odd notions respecting the manners and 
behaviour of the various masters* By the hasty, or cat-like step — 
by the quiet closing, or loud slamming of a door — by the half-sup- 
pressed and slow-tuned hum, or the brisk and staccato execution of 
a similar noise, we measured the demeanour of a master for the day. 

There was a classical master who was a perfect barom^ter in 
these matters. If anything had happened in his domestic arrange- 
ments to disturb his equanimity, he bounced into the school- 
room with a very sinister smile, suggestive of taking his revenge 
upon the first unlucky misplacer of a genitive for a dative case. 

We might have said with one of Hecate's companions — 

** By the pricking of my thumbs, 
Something wicked this way comes." 

Strange coincidence, this gentleman was very fond of flowers, 
and we absolutely judged of the state of his mind, in the 
absence of any more tangible sign, by the colour of the exotics 
which appeared in his button-hole* If he chanced to bring into 
the school-room a deep red rose or geranium, woe betide some 
one or another — if, on the contrary, a neat little bouquet in which 
the scarlet was not very predominant, then we might calculate 
upon a mildness of behaviour that was quite delightful. AU this 
might be rendered philosophically as, follows: — ^When annoyed 
our irritable pedagogue would naturally rush to the school- 
room; of course, he could not think of making an entree 
without a flower; in his haste he would make a snatch at the 
first which met his gaze ; of course one of a red colour would 
attract his notice* Begard the other side of the picture. In an 
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amiaUe humonr the ^ntlemaa would undoubtedij saunter 
along the grarel paths of his beaulafally arranged garden^ aud 
slowly aod carefiiUj make his selecti<m amongst the more 
delicate and less obtrusive colours. It oceaeionallj happens in 
public schools that some highly respected individual attempts 
too long the arduous task of instructing the rising generation. 
Such a case must be fresh in the memory of many of the boys 
of my time. The worthy old gentieman to whom I allude, 
created no small diversion amongst vs, by his eccentricities^ 
which were, however, no doubt nearly akin to " secc^ -childish- 
ness." He was very near-sighted; nor did his spectacles afq)ear 
of much service to him. Our tasks weve easily gone through 
before his desk, and he never detected the fudgiTtg which was 
always a thing of course. Sometimes the old gentleman was 
very irascible: perhaps some boy had run tip against him on the 
school-room landing, or he might have trodden upon an old 
slate — of course placed upon the floor by accident — then it was 
necessary to soothe bis temper with a little flattery, to which he 
was not a little susceptible. One repetition^^ay (something 
equivalent to rent-day amongst men), we were quite alarmed at 
the unusual asperity of our aged master; nothing appeared to 
go smoothly, no answers appeared to be correctly given. My 
turn was just coming, when fortunatdy Lewis Evans saved us 
all by a delectable piece of soft speaking. 

The poor Welsh boy was- in a fix. He did not know his 
lesson, and so he stammered out that lie was afraid his master 
was not aware that the window behind his desk was ©pen. " I 
know that. Tell me something which I don't know," was the 
stern reply, " If you jdease, sir, I cannot do that," was the 
rejoinder of the pupil, dropping his head to smile unperceived. 
The dose had its eflect, a [»&ile appeared ^m the old gentk* 
man's countenance) and he fini^ed t^ repetition quite pleasantly^ 

Much has been said, and no doubt with justice, upon the subject 
of presentations being ui^irly distributed. The B>oyal Founder 
intended that the benefits of the sdiool sbould be enjoyed by boys 
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whose parents were unable to educate them at their own expense, 
and it should be the duty of the Committee and GoTemors to 
see that the sons of the widow and fatherless are not excluded. 

There is much about Christ's Hospital which tends to ennoble 
a boy ; and if he has odIj sufficient discrimination in the choice 
of his companions^ he has great opportunities of increasing his 
store of general information. Tliere are advantages and also 
disadvantages in a large public school ; but, I think, in most 
cases the former predominate. 

A blue-coat bo j has generally a high regard for order, which 
is not surprising, as he does everything to the sound of a bell. 
Then, again, he is strongly imbued with the healthy principles of 
religion and loyalty. Further, he is so accustomed to wholesome 
subordination and regularity, and to the invaluable habit of self- 
reliance, that he is fitted for the most important situations of life. 



CONCLUSION. 

On looking through an old file of newspapers for the year 

1771, an advertisement of the "State Lottery" arrests my 

attention. Here is the last paragraph copied verbatim : 

'* Exact Numerical and Kegister Books are kept, and the earliest Account 
of the Success of all registered Tickets and Shares transmitted to any Part 
of this, or any other Kingdom. All Country Orders strictly obeyed, 
and every Thing relative to the Lottery transacted with Fidelity. Scheme 
gratis. Letters (post paid) duly answered. The Lottery begins Drawing 
the 18th November. Tickets and shares insured during the Drawing.** 

The ahove appeared in the Public Addertiser of Septemher 
7th, 1771. This newspaper was printed hy H, S. Woodfall, cele- 
brated as being the printer of Junius's Letters. Blue-coat bo^^s 
were mostly selected to draw numbers and chances fixmi the 
wheel at the state lotteries. In the year 1775, some of the boys 
so chosen were subject to great temptation by the oflfer of bribes, 
for the purpose of inducing them to commit a fraud. Only one 
instance of success is recorded. Two blues were appointed to 
draw the Museum lottery at Guildhall, and to these attendants 
at the wheel a sum of money was offered to conceal a ticket* 
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They very properly refused. The man who oflfered the bribe was 
taken before the Lord Mayor, but as the law did not provide for 
this peculiar case of delmquwicy, he was discharged. In Decern* 
ber, however, of the same year, a blue confessed that he had been 
prevailed upon to conceal a ticket. 

This affair was very carefully gone into before Sir Charles 
Asgill, and in consequence of the revelations made, the Lords of 
the Treasury deliberated upon the means of preventing similar 
practices, and certain " Orders" were resolved upon. The 
curious upon this subject will find the details in the " Universal " 
and also the " Gentleman's Magazine " of the above date. 

Lotteries appear to have commenced in the year 1569, and 
to have ended in 1826. Tontines — a description of lotteries in 
life-rents and annuities — ^were introduced by Lawrence Tonti. 
The first lottery on the plan of Tonti was set on foot at Paris in 
1C60. In our days there are evils existing of almost equal depra- 
vity with lotteries ; but then the children of such a noble founda- 
tion as Christ's Hospital are not called upon to assist in the orgies. 
Such times are gone, we hope never more to return ; but are we 
progressing so rapidly as the march of improvement demands ? 
Does not a spirit of indifference trammel our onward progress ? 

The laws of nature teach us that all things are subject to 
perpetual change. Some very curious savants would even 
venture to name the number of years required for various ti*ans- 
formations. It is asserted that the human anatomy undergoes a 
total change every seven years. Perhaps some learned doctor 
will soon venture to tell us, by exact calculation of course, how 
many ages must elapse before wood is converted into coal, or a 
piece of charcoal into a diamond. 

The two most powerful agents of the present day, the steam- 
engine and the electric telegraph, have had to encounter much 
opposition : now, however, they have both become matters of 
interest to all. 

Nobody, I think, will deny that with all the wild vagaries of 
theorists in the present day, we are, nevertheless, more practical 
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than our forefathei's. Here, however, an interesting exception 
occui*s to me — Sir Isaac Newton, more than a century since, 
had been requested by the governors of Christ's Hospital, to 
consider the ' best schemes for training the mathematical boys. 
This eminent man at once suggested that practical teaching 
should go hand-in-hand with theoretical. He intimated that 
as only a small selection of mathematical boys was made from 
a large number of scholars, there would be collected together 
most efficient materials for the purposes of sound education in 
all that appertained to naval affairs. No doubt the great 
Newton considered that the mathematical school of Christ's 
Hospital might become a nursery for British seamen. Would 
it not be practicable, and if so, would it not be advisable, to 
educate the so-called sea boys of the Blue-coat School with 
a little more regard to their future occupations ? It seems to 
me that Newton would have educated the boys intended for 
sea service almost on board a man of war ; at any rate, there 
is little doubt that he considered practical teaching of the 
greatest importance. It would not be a very difficult nor 
expensive proceeding • for the mathematical boys to reside a 
portion of the year near one of our great dock-yards, and so 
have an opportunity of taking an active part in all that apper- 
tained to sea life.* Surely nobody at all interested in the wel- 
fare of our navy could object to the carrying out of such an 
undertaking. " My true works may be found on the shelves in 
Leadenhall Street, filhng some hundred folios." Thus writes 
Charles Lamb, referring to his situation as clerk in the East 
India House. I have sometimes wondered why Charles Lamb, 
who so often must have lingered before the interesting collection 
of curiosities in the Museum at the East India House, did not 
suggest the establishment of a museum at his favourite school. 
Many of the boys who leave Christ's Hospital go abroad, and 
every blue would be glad to lend a helping hand for the formation 
of so useful and interesting an object as a museum. The governors 
* On a similar plan to the boys at Greenwich Hospital. 
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would be at little outlay beyond the building, and even this, I 
think, might be spared, as there are, in all probability, some of 
the rooms in connection with the gi^eat hall, unoccupied. As to 
a curator, one of the elder boys could undertake the post. 

Besides the establishment of a museum, I should also 
advise that each ward had its own library, in preference to one 
for the general use of the boys. The library might be easily 
managed by the monitors, after the books had been approved 
by the Grecians. The boys themselves could easily make a 
nice collection of books. If it were once understood that a boy, 
on leaving Christ's Hospital, was expected to present one book, 
for the benefit of his successors, how soon would the shelves 
become filled. Moreover, many blues that have left the school 
would feel proud of becoming donors for the amusement and 
instruction of the boys of their own ward. 

In throwing out these hints, let it not be imagined that I 
have any wish to metamorphose boys into what Dickens calls 
" little men." No ; I am only anxious that Christ's Hospital 
should stand pre-eminent amongst the institutions of the conntiy, 
for affording to its inmates every means of mental culture. 

It is a pleasant subject for reflection, that the governors of 
Christ's Hospital, recently, in the most handsome manner, 
yielded to the requisition of the Society of Blues a permission for 
the tercentenary festival to take place in their noble hall.* Now 
is a season peculiarly adapted for the introduction of salutary 
and beneficial changes. The time has gone by when sons were 
satisfied to achieve merely what their fathers had done before 
them. A forward movement points out the course which we 
must steer, and much responsibility rests upon all those who, 
from indifference or interested motives, attempt to check it. 

. • Unfortunate!/ the breaking out of the scarlet fever prevented the 
dinner taking place in the Great HalL 
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